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People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Chris Reed Chairman

Responsibility Newsletter/Wightlink

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility Website/IWALC

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Tony Ballard

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel: 882854

E-mail:

anthonycballard@ukonline.co.uk

Rodney Warwick

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel 882849

E-mail: rwarwick@smidge.co.uk

Will Cowell

Responsibility Police Liaison

Tel: 884647

E-mail:

williamcowell261@btinternet.com

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail:

fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may be accessed through the

Isle of Wight website using the link

www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of
Parish Council
Meetings for 2012
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

No Meeting in August

Thurs 13 September

Thurs 11 October

Thurs 8 November

Thurs 13 December

All meetings will start at 7pm.

In addition, the Clerk and one or

two Councillors attend a ‘surgery’

every Tuesday morning at 10am at

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

when parishioners can discuss

matters of concern.

The Fishbourne Parish Planning
Policy Committee

Ballard (Chairman), Cllr Reed, Mark

Dickson, Susan Hayward, Rodney Fox

and Sara Curran were appointed to the

Neighbourhood Plan Committee at the

meeting of 10th May. Adrian Medley

and Rose Blackman were appointed to

the Committee shortly after. The door

is not closed to volunteers who wish to

join the Committee. More people from

the parts of the Parish least

represented will be most welcome.

The efforts of the committee have

concentrated on whether to follow the

AAP route or whether there is a

justification for the financial costs and

greater work of preparing a NP. It has

been learnt and it has now been

agreed by the Isle of Wight Council that

it is not necessary to make a choice of

either AAP or NP. The IWC cannot

ignore Fishbourne in the AAP and it is

in Fishbourne Parish’s interest to

ensure that it participates as fully as it

can in the development and writing of

the Ryde Area Action Plan. Also, and

maybe more importantly, Fishbourne

Parish has the right to produce an NP

at any time irrespective of whether it

has participated in the AAP or not.

The Committee proposed to the

Fishbourne Parish Council (FPC) at the

12th July meeting that the FPC should

write to the IWC proposing that the

FPC wished to be participate fully in

the Ryde Area Action Plan and FPC

reserved its right to develop a

Neighbourhood Plan at any time if it

considered that it was in its interest to

do so. The Parish Council has received

a letter of agreement from the IWC.

In the May Newsletter the merits of the

participation in the Ryde Area Action

Plan (AAP) against the development of

a Fishbourne Neighbourhood Plan

(NP) were discussed. An Open Forum

for parishioners to discuss and give

their views preceded the Parish

Council AGM on the 10th May. Cllr

Quarr Vo l u n t e e r s
The Head Gardener at Quarr, Matt

Noyce, is looking for volunteers to help

him in the gardens at Quarr.

If you could spare a few hours a week

on a regular basis and would enjoy

helping to restore the gardens and

kitchen gardens to their former glory,

please contact him, email:

matt.noyce@quarr.org

The Committee has prepared Terms of

Reference in which it has renamed

itself the Planning Policy Committee

(PPC). The terms of reference and

change of name were approved by the

Parish Council at the 12th July Meeting.

It was noted that there was quite

bullish support from the floor for the

NP option at the Open Forum of the

10th May. Five members of the PPC

attended a Seminar at the Riverside

Centre on the 21st July. Three of the

speakers were from areas that had

been granted £20k funding to prepare

pilot Neighbourhood Plans. It was

revealed that none of these three areas

looked as if they were near to

completing their NP’s. It is proof that

the preparation of an NP is a hard

route to follow. But Fishbourne Parish

Council has not ruled out the

preparation of a NP. It has included in

the PPC’s terms of reference the

following, “To continually review the

need for the Parish of Fishbourne to

create a Neighbourhood Plan for the

Parish”.

We will continue to inform

Parishioners of progress and of any

significant developments.

No one in the Parish and beyond will

have escaped the massive disruption

caused by traffic gridlock, not once but

twice in June.

The first took everyone – particularly

the IW Council's traffic department –

by surprise. There was the coincidence

of half term coming to an end, very

high winds and a failure of one of

Wightlink's four ferries. It was the

Perfect Storm and resulted in gridlock

throughout the Parish and beyond. As

it happened there was a scheduled

Parish Meeting the following week and

we invited representatives from

Wightlink, the Police and the IW

Council to come to the meeting to

discuss the problem and ways to avoid

it in the future. The Parish Council

Chairman had thought that agreement

had been secured from all three

agencies that the Parish Council would

be party to any future discussions

about traffic management. It later

transpired the IW Council traffic

management did not want us at such

meetings but would be prepared 'to

keep us informed'. As a major

stakeholder and living in the part of the

Island most affected, we were

surprised to be excluded.

We were told that the events which led

to gridlock were so exceptional, they

were unlikely to re-occur and so the IW

Council were not of a mind to make

major changes to the procedures.

Nevertheless, we wrote to the IW

Council about contingency plans and

electronic notice boards to prevent

traffic turning into Fishbourne Lane if

there is no room on the terminal. We

have not had a response but no doubt

the traffic team have been busy in the

aftermath of the Festival traffic fiasco

(the second snarl-up in June).

On the Thursday of the Festival,

Fishbourne Lane, Elenor's Grove, Kite

Hill and many other roads were once

again at a standstill. The reason this

time was the inability of the Festival

organisers to get traffic off the main

road and on to the very wet and boggy

Festival site. So traffic backed up from

the Festival site to the Wightlink

terminal. Even the national media

talked of 10 hour journeys to travel 5

miles with families in cars overnight.

Here in Fishbourne there was the

surreal sight of the Terminal

completely full of cars in all lanes

facing uphill towards the exit, with

ferries stacking up in the approaches to

Wootton Creek. It was dreadful.

The Parish Council is ready and very

willing to help the traffic department of

the IW Council in any way – we want to

be involved. Our concern is that the

two recent events of gridlock and

chaos will fade in the IW Council's

memory and just be regarded as two

bad weekends – with a few people

inconvenienced. It was much more

serious than that. It was bad for the

Parish, local businesses and for the

Island as a whole. All efforts ought to

be made to prevent it happening again.

Two great traffic snarl-ups

Do you notice anything odd about this picture? The Terminal is completely full of cars in all lanes facing uphill towards the exit!

Did you, like me, watch the opening

ceremony of the Olympics? I think

the British are so used to self-

bashing that the sceptics were

having a field-day beforehand. I'm

sure you heard it all – the expense,

the inconvenience and 'you can't

top Beijing'. Well I think we did and

we should be proud of our Country.

Literally, this Olympic performance,

coming hot on the heels of the

wonderful Diamond Jubilee of our

Queen shows that those who

choose to look on the downside are

wrong. From palaces to the smallest

villages (of which we are one!) we

are a Nation to be proud of.

Next year the local council elections

are to be held in May and it looks

likely that Fishbourne is to lose

many of its current dedicated

Councillors. If the good work they

have done is to be continued,

Fishbourne will be looking for new

candidates who have the skills and

the desire to secure our village life

and to promote the well-being of its

residents. The next term (until April

2017) will be an exciting time to be

part of a a town or parish council as

the Localism Act begins to devolve

more 'power to the people'. If you

feel at all inspired by the Jubilee

and the Olympics and want to 'do

your bit' for this very special place

in which we live, do consider

becoming a candidate in 2013.

More information regarding the role

of Councillors may be obtained

from the Clerk.

C l e r k ’s Corner



It was a very, very good party! We

were so lucky that Monday 4 June was

one of the few days when the rain

stopped and the sun made a welcome

appearance.

Over 350 people came to Fishbourne to

enjoy the programme of music and

games, wonderful food and drink.

The highlight was the unveiling of the

Jubilee Seat by the Queen's

Representative, Adrian Medley DL.

There were short speeches from Chris

Reed, Chairman of Fishbourne Parish

Council, and Nigel Talbot, Commodore

of The Royal Victoria Yacht Club, co-

hosts of the party.It was good to have

the Monks from Quarr Abbey amongst

us.

A small Committee had planned the

event over the preceding few months –

urged on by Hubert Smyth to whom a

big thank-you is due. It was Hubert

who conceived the idea of replacing

the seat the Isle of Wight Council had

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Party – M o n d ay 4 June 2012

installed a few years ago. The Jubilee

Seat was made by local engineering

company, F1 Precision and it looks

terrific wrapped round the oak tree and

is a fitting tribute to mark the Queen's

Diamond Jubilee. There are lots of

people to thank for all their hard work:

the Thrippleton family, the Dicksons,

the Hawkers, and Julia Phillips who

organised the tombola and raffle; also

Henrietta Smyth and the cadets of the

RVYC, Martin Scholes with the games,

the Ballard family too, with Charles

acting as MC, the hog-roast team and

the food and cake providers who made

sure we had enough to eat and drink.

The cost of the Seat was met by

donations from local businesses, the

Daisie Rich Trust and the generosity of

the local community. Wightlink paid for

the pig and we were helped by Oxford

Masonry, TST, Sports and Executive

Cars, Hartwood Treecare, Wootton

Estates, Bestival Ltd and A1 Garage

Doors. Over £3,000 was raised on the

Party day itself and thanks go to all

those who contributed and to the

energetic money extortioners who

helped them! Probably the highlight

example was Jim Denoon trying to

persuade Fr Luke of Quarr that a small

donation in the raffle – top prize two

Bestival tickets – was a good

investment !

The generosity of the public was such

that the organisers were able to pay for

the seat and also send £1000 to two

charities (Scope and St John

Ambulance). There is still a plaque to

fit and a bit of landscaping to do to

finish off the ground covering the seat

supports.

The party ended at 6pm whereupon

The Fishbourne took over with a

wonderful party which went on deep

into the night. The Fishbourne

Management had been very supportive

of the whole day and helped both

financially and materially; it is so good

to have a community pub in our midst.

PS There has been some debate – does

one 'unveil' a seat or should one say

'uncover' or 'reveal'?

One wag said that gentlemen (at least)

should 'lift' the seat.


