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We should bear in mind that

Christmas can be a difficult time for

the lonely and elderly living in our

Parish. Age UK is launching a Good

Neighbour Scheme which involves

volunteers helping elderly or infirm

neighbours in small ways, such as

shopping or putting out rubbish

bins. Age UK is asking that

prospective helpers and those

looking for assistance sign up to the

scheme.

Mark O'Sullivan of Age UK will be

speaking about this new initiative at

the Parish Council Meeting on the

10th January.

IWC regularly inform me of

intended roadworks and I am in the

process of compiling a list of

parishioners who would like this

information passed on to them.

Please email me to be included in

the listing.

The PFI is gathering pace and a

roadshow for our area will be held

on Monday 21 January at 6pm at

Ryde Academy (formerly Ryde High

School). The venue is subject to

confirmation and I will post final

details on the website and on the

noticeboards nearer the time.

I am delighted that the Parish

Council has appointed a Tree

Warden who will be undertaking

voluntary work to identify trees

subject to and in need of tree

preservation orders. Topically, he

will also plot the location of ash

trees within the Parish.

We have a full programme ahead

with Guest Speakers and the Annual

Parish Meeting is arranged for the

25 April, the week before the local

Council elections on the 2 May. It is

hoped to invite a Guest Speak from

Community Action (formerly Rural

Community Council). The Parish

Council also plans to have an Open

Evening in February or March with a

Question and Answer Session for

those parishioners who would like

to know more about the role and

workload of Parish Councillors. This

is with an eye on the May local

Elections when a new Parish

Council will be elected.

Please refer to our website, which I

update on a regular basis, for

forthcoming events and useful

dates.

C l e r k ’s Corner

On Friday 12 October 2012 the

monks of Quarr Abbey celebrated

the hundredth anniversary of the

dedication of their abbey church with

a Mass of thanksgiving at which the

newly-ordained Catholic Bishop of

Portsmouth, Philip Egan, presided.

Friends of the Abbey and dignitaries

from the Island who filled the church

heard the visiting preacher, Aidan

Bellenger, Abbot of Downside, speak

eloquently about how prayer gave

the building its meaning, while

ranging over history, architecture,

scripture and European civilisation.

The new Bishop in his concluding

remarks recalled his long association

with Quarr Abbey, beginning with a

first visit as a teenager and

expressed his appreciation of the

warmth of the community, the

monastic liturgy and the beauty of

the abbey church. After the Mass the

congregation filed into the (normally

hidden) cloister with its beautiful

inner garden and, as they waited to

partake of the celebratory feast, were

able to look at a display of

photographs of the church being

built and the plans that the

community has for the future,

including the maintenance of its

historic heritage (encompassing not

only the listed Grade 1, monk-

designed, abbey church, but also the

remains of the ancient abbey) and

developing the site to make it more

accessible to visitors. Father Finbar

Kealy, Prior of Quarr Abbey, said "we

are very pleased that so many could

join us for this celebration. It was a

truly remarkable occasion and we

now look forward with confidence to

the next 100 years".

B e w a r e
Postal scam
With Christmas approaching beware of

this and any other potential scam

This scam has been confirmed by the

Royal Mail:

A card is posted through your door

from a company called PDS (Parcel

Delivery Service) suggesting that they

were unable to deliver a parcel and

that you need to contact them on 0906

661 ****(a Premium rate number)*

Do not call this number, as it is
a scam originating from Belize.

If you call the number and you start to

hear a recorded message you will

already have been billed £315 for the

phone call.

If you do receive a card with these

details, then please contact Royal Mail

Fraud on 0207 2396655.

*I have not put in the full number in case

little fingers may be tempted to 'see what

happens'.

Quarr Abbey
A famous milestone

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Chris Reed Chairman

Responsibility Newsletter/Wightlink

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility Website/IWALC

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Tony Ballard

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel: 882854

E-mail:

anthonycballard@ukonline.co.uk

Rodney Warwick

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel 882849

E-mail: rwarwick@smidge.co.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail:

fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may be accessed through the

Isle of Wight website using the link

www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Age UK IW –
Good Neighbour
s c h e m e
Could you be a Good Neighbour?

Age UK IW has recently established a

Good Neighbour Scheme on the Island

to support older people over 50 years

of age in times of need when they have

no one else to turn to. We are currently

recruiting volunteers in your area to

help your local older residents with

this scheme.

Can you change a light bulb for an

older person? Put their rubbish out?

Fetch some shopping? Drive them to

the surgery?

Can you give ten minutes of your time

to make a difference in someone’s life?

If you would like to become a volunteer

or client, or just find out more

information about the scheme just ring

01983 525282 and ask for the 

Good Neighbour Scheme or email

gns@ageukiw.org.uk

HELP CHANGE THE FACE OF

VOLUNTEERING

Photo: Mavis Siddons

A Vacancy on the Parish
C o u n c i l see page 3

Are you
c o n c e r n e d
about speeding
traffic within
the parish?
There is some equipment available for

demonstration by the Island police

team in order to train volunteers to

monitor the speed of traffic. If any

parishioner would be interested in a

demonstration please contact

Councillor Tony Cooper (see panel)

who will arrange it.



Important dates for your diary

Sadly we have had to have a large

and ungainly Macrocarpa removed

because every time the wind blew,

branches were blown off;

fortunately no one was hurt. This

tree was close to an enormous

acoustic fence which our

neighbours, Wightlink, had put up

about ten years ago in an attempt to

give us relief from night-time noise

and privacy during the day. The tree

was protected, but the IOW Council

agreed that it was dangerous and so

it was felled a couple of months ago.

Very sad, but there is a nice twist in

this story. Quarr Abbey took away

the very substantial trunk and their

small team of carpenters are using

the wood around the Abbey. One of

the first things they made has been

a beautiful bench in memory of Ivan

Bulwer (our Ward Councillor who

died eighteen months ago) and it is

now in place on the edge of a

bridleway adjacent to the Abbey

with a stunning view over fields to

the Solent and the mainland. This

was the idea and the wish of Ivan's

widow, Sue. We had no concept of

just how beautiful the grain and

colour of the wood is. It is really

lovely and it is well worth the short

walk to sit on the bench and look at

the view.

Sue Reed.

Speed reactive
sign (SRS)
F i s h b o u r n e
L a n e
After a lengthy and at times frustrating

campaign, the Parish Council

eventually succeeded in getting the

SRS re-installed.

The original sign was removed

(pinched?) over a year ago and we

have been urging the IWC to replace it.

Due to lack of funds the Council

declined in spite of our efforts; we

pointed out that the Lane is a very busy

road and speeding traffic, particularly

to the ferry, is quite a problem for

residents. Eventually, with generous

financial help from Wightlink, the IWC

relented and the new sign is up and

running – so to speak.

The Parish Council has been

approached by Alan Davies who is the

lead for The Campaign for Changing

Places toilets (CPT) on the Isle of Wight.

He writes 'Our aim is to highlight the

inclusion issues facing many disabled

people. Although things have

improved drastically over the last few

years, there are still many people who

are unable to take part in activities that

many of us take for granted.

CPT on the Isle of Wight is inviting

interested parties to join in with its

campaign to have more of these much-

needed facilities installed in large

public places and spaces across the

Island.

Standard accessible toilets meet the

needs of some people with disabilities

- but not all. An increasing number of

people living in the Island, in fact

across the UK, need personal

assistance to use the toilet or change

continence pads. They need Changing

Place Toilets – with a changing bench,

hoist and plenty of space.

Affiliated with the national Changing

Places Consortium we raise awareness

of these much-needed facilities across

all sectors.

In 2020 we held talks with Sainsburys

and the CPT in their Newport store is

nearing completion. The facility in

Sainsburys will be only the third such

toilet across the whole of the Island.

One is in the Riverside Centre and the

second is in County Hall.’

email contact: Alan Davies – email

address: alwidav@sky.com

The Parish Planning Policy Committee
It is proposed that Fishbourne Parish

Council will prepare the text that will

deal with the matters that affect the

area of Fishbourne Parish that is within

the Ryde Area Action Plan. A first

outline draft of the text has been

prepared for discussion within the

committee.

The Ryde Area Action Plan does not

include those areas of the parish south

of the A3054. This area will, however,

be included in any survey and

conclusion in respect to the Housing

Needs of the Parish. The extent and

desirability of a Housing Needs Survey

will be on the agenda for discussion at

the meeting of 6th December.

It is apparent that the Ryde Area Action

Plan will not be completed before the

The Planning Policy Committee

meetings have been held at

approximately one month intervals.

These meetings will in future be held

regularly on the first Thursday of each

month at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club.

Planning Policy Committee meetings

are open to the public and the Agenda

is posted on the Parish Notice Boards

by the Parish Clerk three days prior to

each meeting.

Smaller groups of committee

members have had consultation

meetings with the IWC Planning

Department, Wightlink and a Traffic

Engineer. Consultations with Quarr

Abbey are programmed. The outcome

of the consultation meetings are

reported back to the full committee.

IW Council and Parish Council

Elections in May. Some Parish

Councillors will not be standing for re-

election. The work of the Parish

Planning Policy Committee needs to be

continuous during the transition

between old and new Parish Councils.

It is not too late to volunteer your

services to the Parish Planning

Committee.

Councillor Tony Ballard

Thursday 13 December 2012

Dave Steele will be guest speaker at

our Parish Council meeting.

He is a senior manager from Solo, the

IOW Festival organisers.

Mr Steele will explain what the steps

the company is planning to take next

year to avoid a repitition of the

dreadful gridlock that occurred this

year. He would like to hear from our

community – possibly the worst hit of

all – our views and suggestions.

Venue: Royal Victoria Yacht Club 7pm

Thursday 10 January 2013

Mark O'Sullivan will be guest speaker

at our January Parish Council meeting.

He will talk about Age UK's new Good

Neighbour Scheme. Please turn to

back page for more details.

Venue: Royal Victoria Yacht Club 7pm

Monday 21 January 2013

Highways PFI Project.

The IWC wish to introduce Vinci

Ringway (the successful bidder for the

contract to upgrade the Island's roads)

to Island residents. They invite

Fishbourne parishioners to attend a

presentation, the purpose of which is

to explain how the Highways PFI

Project will be delivered on the Island,

how the road upgrades will be

managed and how the public can keep

abreast of future plans.

Venue: Ryde Academy, Pell Lane, Ryde,

IOW, PO33 3LN (this venue is to be

confirmed) 6pm.

Most of us

remember to

renew our

passports

when they

expire but how

many of us remember to renew our

driving licence photocards or bus

passes? Both have expiry dates. For

the driving licence it is ten years and

for the bus pass five years.

There are a few dates printed on the

driving licence photocard, but the one

you need is the photo's expiry date,

printed on section 4b on the front of

the card.

The DVLA strongly advises individuals

to renew photocards promptly to avoid

the risk of being fined, but don't panic

if you've overlooked yours – while an

up to £1,000 fine is possible, the

process of renewing late won't itself

prompt a fine. But better to do it than

risk a penalty. It is possible to renew

online if you have a biometric passport

issued in the last five years. The cost is

£20, another extra cost added to the

already high cost of driving. Those of

us still with the old paper only licence

do not need to worry until we either

move or reach seventy years of age.

The bus pass clearly shows the expiry

date and renewing promptly does save

the embarrassment of being ejected

from the bus in the rare occasion that

one has insufficient cash.

Councillor Tony Cooper

Expiry date of
photocards

Dates of
Parish Council
Meetings for
2 0 1 2 / 2 0 1 3
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 13 December

Thurs 10 January

Thurs 14 February

Thurs 14 March

All meetings will start at 7pm.

In addition, the Clerk and one or

two Councillors attend a ‘surgery’

every Tuesday morning at 10am at

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

when parishioners can discuss

matters of concern.

Litter picking days
A small group of volunteers is needed

to pick litter from our the public

footpaths, bridleways and byways in

Fishbourne Parish. This follows an

initiative from the Isle of Wight Local

Access Forum who organise litter

picking throughout the Island. If you

can help, we will plan a half-day in the

New Year. Litter picking equipment,

bags and collection will all be

organised. Please contact the Clerk.

Wa n t e d – a n o t h e r
Parish Councillor
A vacancy has arisen on the Parish

Council due to the resignation of

Cllr Will Cowell. Will's family and

work commitments have made it

impossible for him to devote the

time he would have liked on Parish

Council matters.

Chairman, Cllr Chris Reed, thanked

Will for all his work and support

and particularly for his

contribution as representative on

the Local Action Group Commitee,

serving as a link to the Police.

The vacancy has been advertised

on the Parish Noticeboards and on

the Website and following the

statutory period to allow for an

election, the vacancy will now be

be filled by co-option. Please refer

to one of the two Parish notice

boards – either on Kite Hill or in the

pub car park – for further details.

Thank Yo u
Mrs Shelley Allmark has delivered the

Newsletter to Kite Hill and The Boltons

for the last two years. Ever increasing

demands on her time have made it

difficult for Shelley to carry on and we

are very grateful for her help. Thank

you, Shelley. We have managed to

find a replacement. The dozen or so

volunteers make the job of getting the

360 copies out to all the Parish so

much easier and certainly quicker.


