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As the daffodils start flowering, the

evenings get lighter and we dare to

hope that we will at last have a

‘barbeque summer’, another Council

year is drawing to a close. This entails a

degree of housekeeping in the Parish

Office; VAT reclaims are sent off and

year end accounts are prepared and of

course this year, preparations will be

underway for the Local Council

Elections on 2nd May.

One of the most important tasks at this

time is the setting of the precept for the

forthcoming financial year. The Council

considers future financial requirements

and after careful budgeting, a precept

amount is formally decided.

If you are a regular reader of this

Newsletter it will not have escaped

your attention that the Council is

preparing a ‘Fishbourne Chapter’ to be

annexed to the IW Council’s Ryde Area

Action Plan. Work on the Chapter is

proceeding well, the next stage of

which will be a Residents’

Questionnaire, details of which are

covered elsewhere in this Issue. As

with any major project additional

expenditure is inevitable and it has

been necessary to increase the precept

to cover these costs. (Had the Parish

Council opted to undertake a full

Neighbourhood Plan rather than

annexing the Ryde AAP, costs would

have been significantly higher.) 

As a consequence, the increase, when

stated in percentage terms, will appear

to be significant but in real terms is

unlikely to amount to more than a

pound or so per month. As a relatively

new Parish Council (2007) there has

been little time to build reserves and

with the added financial burden of an

election in the same year the Council

was left without an alternative. I can

assure you that the precept decision

was given serious consideration and

not taken lightly.

On a less serious note, I do hope you

will be able to attend the Annual Parish

Meeting which is hosted by the PC

Chairman, Chris Reed, on 18th April at

Royal Victoria Yacht Club. It will be an

opportunity to say goodbye to our

retiring Councillors and hopefully meet

the election candidates. Refreshments

will be available from 7pm and there

will be a speaker. Fishbourne is such a

lovely village with beautiful Quarr on

the doorstep. There’s just so much to

like.

Why not get involved and make it even

better?

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Chris Reed Chairman

Responsibility Newsletter/Wightlink

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility Website/IWALC

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Tony Ballard

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel: 882854

E-mail:

anthonycballard@ukonline.co.uk

Rodney Warwick

Resposibility Traffic/Infrastructure

Tel 882849

E-mail: rwarwick@smidge.co.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Sara Curran

Resposibility Planning/Environment

Tel: 077688 23923

E-mail: curran.sara@googlemail.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may be accessed through the

Isle of Wight website using the link

www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Participation in Ryde
Area Action Plan
The Planning Policy Committee’s

(PPC’s) work has been advancing on

two fronts. The first part has been to

develop a draft text for inclusion in the

Ryde Area Action Plan (RAAP)

describing the matters that pertain to

Fishbourne. This has required

consultation with Quarr Abbey and

Wightlink who have agreed to

participate in the content of the

relevant parts of the ‘Fishbourne

Chapter’ of the RAAP. When the draft is

complete it will be submitted to the

IWC and will also be made available for

public consultation.

The second part is that the PPC

recommended to FPC that a Housing

Needs Survey is essential for

completeness of the Fishbourne

Chapter. Since Fishbourne, or part, is

within the Ryde AAP area this Housing

Needs Survey will be paid for by the

IWC. If Fishbourne had been

independent of the RAAP, Fishbourne

would have had to pay for the Housing

Needs Survey as has happened in

Wootton Bridge. The limits of the

Housing Needs Survey will be the

boundaries of Fishbourne Parish, it will

include all parts irrespective of

whether they are inside or outside the

RAAP Boundary. The PPC is now

preparing the questions that will be

included in the Housing Needs Survey.

These will be submitted to the IWC for

approval and the IWC will arrange for

the printing of the questionnaire forms.

The Fishbourne Parish will distribute

the questionnaires for completion and

the completed forms will be analysed

by the IWC. Fishbourne Parish

Councillors and volunteers will not see

the completed forms, but only the

‘overall’ results. Most surveys of this

type rely on parishioners returning

their forms, usually by post. We have

been advised by the IWC that a 60%

return is desirable on a survey of our

size (approximately 360 dwellings). It is

our understanding that surveys that

rely on householders to return their

questionnaires often achieve returns of

not much better than 30%. In 2009, the

questionnaire for the Fishbourne

Parish Plan achieved a return of 70%

because the questionnaires were

collected. The questionnaires will

contain some questions that are of a

personal and confidential nature. It is

the PPC’s opinion that we can derive a

system of collection in plain unmarked

envelopes that ensures confidentiality

but also encourages a high percentage

return rate. It is proposed to offer the

option of a stamped addressed

envelope for anyone who objects to

their questionnaire being collected.

One of the reasons for making the

choice of participation in Ryde AAP

was that it was predicted that

preparing a Neighbourhood Plan

would be very expensive and all of the

cost would fall on the Parish Council

and the parishioners through the

precept. Although most of the costs of

involvement in Ryde AAP will be borne

by the IWC nothing is without cost to

the parish.

It was decided in February 2012 not to

allow for the costs of preparing a

neighbourhood Plan or involvement

within Ryde Area Action Plan within

the 2012-2013 budget. The Parish

Council’s intentions and the budget

requirements for both options were

very much unknown at that time. The

risk was taken that any costs incurred

during 2012-2013 could be borrowed

from the Parish Council’s reserves. The

Parish had received a grant to prepare

the Parish Plan and not all that money

had been used.

The Parish Council has employed

professional services during 2012-2013

to prepare the draft for the Ryde Area

Action Plan and to give advice on

interpretation and procedures for

working within the Isle of Wight Core

Strategy. It would not have been

possible to advance as far as we have,

if we had relied solely on the efforts of

volunteers. The professional advice

has incurred a cost which has caused

us to take approximately £1000 from

the reserves. We have estimated that it

may require a further £1800 in

professional advice and £1200 in other

costs to continue and hopefully

conclude the Fishbourne Parish

Chapter in the Ryde Area Action Plan

during the year 2013-2014. A sum of

£4000 has therefore been added to the

budget for the year 2013-2014 to

compensate for last year’s overspend

(£1000) and to allow for £3000 costs

during the year. These are relatively

small amounts for the value of the

work being done, but despite this they

do amount to nearly a 50% increase on

the precept in the coming year. This

amounts to about £1 extra per

household per month – Band D.

However, this is considered to be a one

off cost for the coming year and if not

used for its purpose will be carried

forward to future years.

TB

The Isle of Wight Council has been

successful in obtaining a grant of £3.95

million from the Department of

Transport to promote sustainable

access to tourism across the Island.

The first stage to be implemented will

be the improvement or provision of

infrastructure elements in respect of

various walking and cycling schemes

Islandwide. These will improve

facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and

the mobility impaired.

As part of the project there are a

number of improvements proposed for

the Fishbourne area which include a

shared cycle/pedestrian link from

Lakeside Hotel through to the existing

traffic island near to 26 Kite Hill, a

dedicated cycle facility on Kite Hill to

improve cycle safety from Wootton

Bridge through to Fishbourne Lane and

maintenance of the surfacing and

drainage of the existing bridleway (R3)

from Fishbourne Lane to Quarr Road.

There will also be improved signage as

part of the Newport to Ryde cycle route.

Local Sustainable
Transport Fund

Dates of
Parish Council
Meetings for 2013
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 14 March

Thurs 11 April

Thurs 18 April

Annual Parish Meeting

Thurs 2 May Elections

All meetings will start at 7pm.

In addition, the Clerk and one or

two Councillors attend a ‘surgery’

every Tuesday morning at 10am at

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

when parishioners can discuss

matters of concern.

A Cautionary Ta l e
Have you locked your keys in the car?

Does your car have remote control

entry? This may come in handy one

day.

If you lock your keys in the car and the

spare keys are at home, call someone

at home on their mobile phone from

your own mobile phone. Hold your

mobile phone about a foot from your

car door and have the person at home

press the unlock button on your spare

key, holding it near the mobile phone

at their end. Your car will unlock.

What's more, distance is no problem.

A new Parish
C o u n c i l l o r
Sara Curran

has been co-

opted onto the

Parish

Council. Sara

is a resident of

Fishbourne

where she

lives with her

husband and

their daughter.

The family are

very active

members of

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club and her

husband is currently Vice Commodore.

Sara is a solicitor specialising in media

law. She mainly works from home but

travels to the mainland one day a

week. Apart from sailing the family can

often be seen out walking particularly

via Fishbourne Green to the beach and

along Quarr Lane to the Abbey. Sara is

particularly interested in Planning and

Conservation, and is also a member of

the Planning Policy Committee.



E l e c t i o n s – May 2nd
There will be elections for IW

Councillors and Town and Parish

Councillors on Thursday 2nd May. The

Fishbourne Parish Council consists of 6

Councillors and is managed by the

Clerk, Mrs Sue Bulwer. We know that

Sue is happy to continue but not all of

the current Councillors are going to

stand for election again.

Any parishioner aged 18 years or over

is eligible to stand and there will be

opportunities to canvass for votes in

the weeks leading up to May 2nd. A

few people have expressed an interest

and the usual first and second

questions are 'What's involved ?’ and

‘How much time does being a Parish

Councillor take up?'

A Parish Councillor is a volunteer and

there is provision to have any relevant

expenses reimbursed so you are not

out of pocket. Training is available and

encouraged but that does not take

more than a few hours in a year. There

is a weekly surgery in the yacht club

from 10am for members of the public

to come and discuss matters which

concern them; this meeting is usually

over in less than an hour and not all

Councillors attend every week. Some

of us have full time jobs so as long as

at least a couple of Councillors turn up,

then it works well. There is a full Parish

Council meeting held in the yacht club

on the second Thursday of every

month (except August).

The Parish Councillors deal with a

variety of issues. There are planning

applications to consider, verbal reports

given on any Wightlink and Quarr

Abbey news; traffic and social services

matters are discussed and we hear

from our IW Councillor any relevant

news which might affect Fishbourne.

The Clerk reports on correspondence

which has come into the office. The

public are welcome and there is

provision for questions and comments

from the floor. Parish Councillors are

expected to attend as many of these

montlhy meetings as possible –

certainly at least six.

At the March Parish Council meeting

on Thursday 14th (7pm) there will be

an open forum in the form of a

question and answer session for

anyone even vaguely interested in

becoming a Parish Councillor. We will

hope to explain what we do and the

importance of our work. Please come

along. Q & A will be at the end of our

formal agenda so perhaps 7.30pm will

be a likely start time. There will be

refreshments available.

The parish has done some useful work

since inception 6 years ago and

punches above its weight in our

dealings with the IWCouncil and

Wightlink. It is very important that we

have the requisite number of

candidates/Councillors.

Nomination packs are available now

from County Hall Newport (821000 and

ask for Electoral Services), or

alternatively the Parish Clerk has a

limited supply which can be delivered

on request (883907.

All applications must be received at

County Hall by noon on Friday 5th April.

Q u a r r
A b b e y
P o u l t r y
P r o j e c t
Following the successful joint venture

between the monks at Quarr Abbey

and the IW beekeepers, the Head

Gardener is now keen to reintroduce

hens to the walled garden where

splendid elevated hen houses have

remained empty for several years.

The aim is to provide a sanctuary for

hens that are no longer commercially

viable, a place where they can roam free

Quarr bees
When she was asked how the bees at

Quarr were faring and were they

a'buzzing, Liz Van Wyke of the Isle of

Wight Bee-Keepers Association

reported "The bees are buzzing when

it's warm enough, but otherwise are

sensibly cosied up inside. We have

been having to feed them since

November, a good two months early,

because most of autumn and winter

have been so mild that they have been

flying and eating their stores. We won't

inspect them for a while yet – tradition-

ally when the currants flower is the first

time – but so far, so good. The worry is

that with the appalling summer last

year, the new queens won't have mated

properly and will fail before the

colonies can build up well. We were

lucky enough not to lose any colonies

last year when many bee-keepers did,

but we are certainly not counting our

chickens (!) yet. I have two new theory

classes going at the moment –

eighteen 'newbies' wanting to take up

bee-keeping for all sorts of reasons

and, as always, coming from a wide

range of backgrounds and interests.

We have lots of plans for this year but

the bees – and the weather – will

dictate what we can achieve.”

The Gardens
Please remember that Matt Noyce,

Head Gardener at Quarr, is looking for

volunteers to help in the gardens,

grounds and vegetable plot. If you

could spare a few hours each week,

contact Matt at Quarr Abbey or by

email: matt.noyce@quarr.org

There has been a lot of coverage about

the impending PFI project which will

start on 1 April 2013.

In January I attended the Island Roads

roadshow with Cllr Ballard. We heard

that the quality of the Island's roads

was not just in the lower quartile

nationally, but at the bottom of the

lower quartile – in short, we have

among the worst roads in the UK. I

expect few of us would argue with that,

anyway. After the meeting I conducted

a small, unofficial and random straw

poll about the PFI initiative among my

friends and neighbours and was struck

how varied opinions are. People's

perceptions covered the whole

spectrum from 'a huge financial

albatross around Islanders' necks for

decades' to 'the best thing since the

proverbial (and by now, very stale)

sliced bread'.

Unless I have been hoodwinked, it

seems to me the Island is very

fortunate and will benefit hugely from

the PFI. So here are a few facts and

figures. I am not usually an apologist

for the IW Council but the team who

bid for, and won, the contract are to be

congratulated. Island Roads is the

umbrella name of the consortium

doing the work who are VINCI

Concessions, Meridiam Infrastructure

and Ringway. They work with and

report to IWC. The value of the

Government grant is £480 million,

spread over 25 years. It is a grant and

not a loan. There is no payback

programme, no interest to pay, no

penalty clauses aimed at the IWC. The

only commitment facing the the IW

Council is that the annual roads budget

must continue and be used for roads.

Even here, there is good news. The

IWC's annual roads budget is currently

£9.3 million. With the PFI, the budget

has been re-jigged to £8.3 million and

it is that sum, subject to inflation,

which the IWC must commit annually.

The project will start on 1 April 2013

(yes, it is Easter Monday, but the Island

roads team plan to start on that day).

There are about 800kms of roads and

750kms of footways. There are 29kms

of cycleways, over 12,000 streetlights,

200 bridges, car parks, signage, CCTV

cameras and street furniture. It will

take the first seven years (core

investment period) to complete a total

upgrading of the roads, pavements,

verges, streetlights, bridges and

structures, public car parks, signage,

street furniture, CCTV and drains to an

agreed standard. The rest of the

contract period – 18 years – will be

taken up with maintenance, street

cleaning, grass verge cutting, etc.

Throughout, there will be strict quality

controls in place and what impressed

me was Island Roads' plans to set up

strong communication and

information links with the general

public, broken into six districts. Each

district will have dedicated District

Stewards and District Response Teams

who will respond to specific local

concerns and priorities. Dates will be

published on line when work is to start

in any particular area and by entering

your postcode, the work programme

near you will appear. Finally, to

complete the communication service,

Lay Assessors will be recruited for

each area. They will be volunteers who

will be close to the work and will feed

back complaints, worries and local

requests to Island Roads whose

headquarters and Visitor Centre will be

in Daish Way, Newport. All 12,068

street lights will be brought up to

standard which will mean replacing a

considerable number. In the first three

years, the lights will be converted to

energy-saving, carbon efficient, LED

lamps. Lights will be controlled

centrally, with obvious benefits.

I have not mentioned job opportunities

which will accrue.

It is very exciting. The only downside

will be the inevitable disruption as

work progresses through each district.

Engineering work will be done in each

district at the same time, so we will see

improvements happening across the

Island simultaneously. There will be

consideration given to specific timings

to take into account the Isle of Wight

Festivals and Cowes Week etc. and

disruption in the relevant areas will be

minimalised during these periods.

So there it is. There is more

information on the Island Roads

website (www.islandroads.com).

CNR

P F I – too good to be true?

From this . . . to this . . .

and enjoy the sun on their backs, for

the rest of their days. Their free-range

eggs will be sold in the abbey shop.

If you would like to join a group of

volunteers taking on this project please

contact me by email: dorothyhaynes

@tiscali.co.uk or mobile: 07890 866

365. Some experience in looking after

poultry will be helpful although tuition

will be given.

Easing the
financial burden
1. There is now a provision to pay your

Council Tax bill over 12 months instead

of 10. What people may not realise is

that this facility needs to be requested

in writing, and needs to be done when

you receive the bill so that it can be set

up.

2. With the horrible weather we have

experienced over the last few months,

many people may be worried about

high fuel bills. If this is the case it is a

good idea to talk to your energy

supplier, they are there to help and

sometimes can access trusts for people

in genuine need. It is also a good idea

to talk to the Footprint Trust, an Isle of

Wight registered charity who can help

with practical advice as to how to

reduce your fuel bills in the first place,

and sometimes financial help too. They

have a budget available which has to

be used by the end of March 2013 that

could provide free insulation, up to

date boilers etc, so if you are interested

contact them pronto!

Footprint trust phone no. 01983 822282

Footprint trust E-mail:

info@footprint-trust.co.uk

LM

Stuart Manton has joined the team at

Quarr as Bursar, and will be

responsible for strengthening the

existing financial controls, developing

and delivering the long term plan for

the Abbey in line with the needs of the

monastic community and coordinating

the various activities soon to start

under the Heritage Lottery work. Stuart

has spent many years in the Healthcare

industry on the mainland, specialising

in supplying medical devices, such as

implantable pacemakers, to the NHS.

For the last 12 years, he was Managing

Director of a company supplying

advanced cardiac monitoring systems

to ambulance services throughout the

UK.

Due to his love of sailing, Stuart and

his wife moved to the Island and he is

very involved as a volunteer in the

Sailability project, originated in

Fishbourne and now based in Cowes.

In December, he  took up his role at

Quarr Abbey.

In May, work starts to repair and renew

parts of the courtyard and ruins – as

well as the church itself – and create a

visitor centre as well as build a 'fit-for-

purpose' access road. So there is a lot

to be done and a ten year plan will be

written to enable the Abbey to become

a self-sustainable Institution. We wish

Stuart well and look forward to

continuing the excellent and

supportive friendship which exists

between the Abbey and the Parish.

Stuart Manton

Bursar, Quarr Abbey

Tel: 01983 882420 Ext. 234

E-mail; bursar@quarr.org

New Bursar at Quarr Abbey


