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If you don’t know much about how

local councils function but have got

around to asking yourself why anyone

would want to stand for election, the

reply you probably gave yourself was

‘because there is something in it for

them’. Sadly the 1950/60s stereotype

Councillor who was perhaps a builder

by trade who only stood ‘to get

planning permission’ lingers in the

minds of many people to this day.

Whilst we have to acknowledge there

are always those who abuse the

system, we also have to admit that one

Shipman doesn’t make all doctors

murderers. I could go on, but you get

my drift.

The Localism Act which came into

force last year focuses on transparency

in public life. All Councillors and

Council business must as far as

possible be in the public domain and

clearly understood and it is only in very

few circumstances that a meeting

would be held in camera.

Any Councillor whether they be from a

Local Authority such as the Isle of

Wight Council or a Town/Parish Council

is required to complete a Register of

Interests within 28 days of their

appointment. This Register also

includes the interests of spouses/

partners. It is a requirement that these

details are published on the Local

Authority website and also on the Town

or Parish Council website if there is

one. At any time members of the public

can access this information either

through the internet or by hard copy.

In addition, at the beginning of each

and every meeting of a Council, an

opportunity is given to ‘Declare an

Interest’ in any matter on the Agenda.

It is the duty of Councillors to notify the

Council of any conflict of interest

where they cannot deal with an

Agenda Item impartially. The

Councillor is then obliged to leave the

meeting room whilst that item is

resolved. The same is true of

Committee Meetings.

Parish and Town Councillors receive no

remuneration unlike their counterparts

with the Local Authority. Instead they

give freely of their time and resources

seldom, if ever, submitting expense

claims which they are entitled to do.

Councillors are subject to the 7

principles of public life and a Code of

Conduct which was developed by the

Isle of Wight Council last year and

adopted for use by Town and Parish

Councils by the Isle of Wight

Association of Local Councils. Copies

of these documents are available from

the Clerk’s Office if anyone would like

to see them.

In conclusion our Parish Councillors

are generous with their time and

expertise whilst at the same time being

subject to rigorous standards of

honesty and compliance. They all work

hard for the good of our Parish and its

residents and I hope that by giving you

this short explanation you will have a

better understanding and appreciation

of what our Councillors do.

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Chris Reed Chairman

Responsibility Newsletter/Quarr

Abbey/Wightlink

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison

Tel: 883261

E-mail:

barryabraham@btinternet.com

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Age UK/

Environment/Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Malcolm Hector

Responsibility Environment/

Neighbourhood reps

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may be accessed through the

Isle of Wight website using the link

www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Three New Parish Councillors

Dates of
Parish Council
Meetings for 2013
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 11 July 6.30pm

No August Meeting

Thurs 12 Sept 6.30pm

Thurs 10 Oct 7pm

Thurs 14 Nov 7pm

In addition, the Clerk and one or

two Councillors attend a ‘surgery’

every Tuesday morning at 10am at

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

when parishioners can discuss

matters of concern.

Barry Abraham
“I have lived at Kite Hill Farm all my life

and am now running the farm and

tourism business in partnership with

my wife, Lesley, and my mother. Our

son, Edmund, is also involved in

working for the business. I recently

stood down at the last Local Elections,

having represented Wootton for the

last 15 years. Prior to that I represented

Binstead and Ashey on the former

Medina Borough Council. Having lived

in an area for well over fifty years I am

always keen to put something back

into the community. I am also a

governor at Wootton Community

Primary School.”

Richard Flux
“I have lived in the area all my life and

went to school in Wootton and Ryde. I

am currently employed as an

information analyst at St. Mary's

Hospital. My prime hobby is

astronomy;   I am a founder member of

the Vectis Astronomical Society and

have served on the committee for 35

years holding positions of Chairman,

Secretary and Treasurer. I have

designed and built numerous

telescopes up to 18 inch aperture with a

22 inch currently in the design stage. I

have served on the Council of the

British Astronomical Association and

organised its annual conference for ten

years.

Other interests include walking and

naval history. Every August I co-

ordinate the marshals at the Garlic

Festival. I try to support other Island

organisations and my partner and I are

Friends of Brading Roman Villa and

members of the Steam Railway.

I hope that such organisational exper-

ience and local knowledge that I have

will be beneficial to the Parish Council.”

Malcolm Hector
“I was born in Yarmouth and attended

Yarmouth C of E then Priory Boys and

finally Carisbrooke Grammar schools. 

In 1981 I qualified as a member of the

Chartered Institute of Transport whilst

at Southern Vectis and in 1987 the

Association of Certified Accountants.

At NFI Electronics I was appointed

Financial Director shortly after joining

the company and then moved to

printers, Cox and Wyman in 1996,

another company in the Bowater

Group based in Reading.  In 1998 I set

up my own accounting practice on the

Island which will be fifteen years old

next year.

My hobbies include dancing and

heritage railways, having been a

member of the IOW Steam Railway for

forty years, with two periods on the

Board of Directors. I am a keen Morris

Dancer currently Squire of the Men of

Wight Morris Side. My wife and I dance

Lindy Hop from the 1940's and have

aspirations of establishing a Lindy

Group on the Island.'

Fr Xavier Perrin, a French Benedictine

Monk from Brittany, has recently

joined the Community at Quarr Abbey

as Prior Administrator. He has taken

over the reins from Fr Finbar who has

returned to his own monastery of

Douai. Fr Xavier loves art, architecture

and music and is an accomplished

organist. He is no stranger to Quarr

having been at the Abbey in 1996 and

again in 2005 when he gave a series of

talks to the Community. We wish him

well and hope that his tenure at Quarr

is long, happy and successful.

More about Fr Xavier is written in the

Summer Edition of the Quarr Abbey

Newsletter which is available from the

Abbey.

Many thanks to Tony Ballard, Rodney

Warwick and Sara Curran who have

stood down from Fishbourne Parish

Council. Tony Ballard still retains a

close association as he has kindly

agreed to continue as Chairman of the

Planning Policy Committee until the

work on the Fishbourne Chapter has

been completed.

Quarr Abbey has a new Prior

Following the elections held on the 2 May, three new councillors were elected to serve on the Parish Council

Euro Locks
Many of us have doors secured by

‘euro locks’; most patio doors and

replacement house doors are routinely

fitted with them. Unfortunately there

are several security problems with

some locks. It is possible to ‘bump’ the

locking pins using a specially adapted

key available from the internet or the

lock can be snapped at the inherent

weak point in the centre of the lock and

the door opened with a screwdriver or

the lock barrel can be easily drilled out.

There are replacements available that

have an extra pin to prevent

‘bumping’, an extra weak point at the

front of the lock and an anti-drilling

plate. It is advisable to check your locks

carry the British Standard Kite mark; if

not it is a simple DIY job to replace

them. Google or You Tube euro lock to

find more information.

Planning Policy
C o m m i t t e e
This committee, under the

chairmanship of Tony Ballard, is

responsible for planning matters

throughout the Parish. It is currently

working on the 'Fishbourne Chapter'.

Tony is anxious to increase the size of

this important committee, which meets

once a month, particularly with

someone from the Firestone Glade/

Kite Hill area. If anyone is interested in

joining the group, please contact Tony

Ballard – tel: 882854 or email:

anthonycballard@ukonline.co.uk. He

will be pleased to give further details of

what is involved. It is interesting work

and it is hoped one or two volunteers

will come forward to widen the spread

of representation.



New faces in the gardens at Quarr

Abbey. Matt Noyce, Head Gardener,

has recently recruited two new staff

members. After a tremendous

response to the advertised position,

Dave Beeney has been taken on as a

general gardener and young Andrew

Williams has joined the team as a full

apprentice gardener, continuing on

from the IOW College pre-

apprenticeship scheme.

Loss of old oak. It was sad to lose the

majestic old oak, situated next to the

entrance to the walled garden. Its

demise was caused by high winds and

a poor root structure. Due to its size, it

took three days to clear up but the main

stem is now waiting to be taken to the

sawmill to be turned into useful timber.

This year's produce. It has been

rewarding to see Fishbourne residents

buying the produce in the farm shop.

This year looks to be very productive

and interesting with lots of unusual

crops coming through as well as the

more familiar varieties of fruit,

vegetables and plants. Look out for the

asparagus!

More volunteers needed. There are

lots of volunteer opportunities

available at Quarr Abbey. Matt Noyce

is looking to recruit more volunteer

gardeners and people are still needed

to help with the proposed chicken

project. If you are interested in

knowing more please contact Matt via

admin@quarr.org

Quarr Abbey teashop

It has been a pleasure to watch how

the teashop in Quarr Abbey's walled

garden has grown and developed over

the last two years. It is a lovely place to

bring the family and enjoy the

delicious food on offer. This includes

daily specials, soups, sandwiches and

paninis. There is even a new Quarr

Abbey Meringue Dessert to try.

This summer the farm shop is offering

the opportunity to enter a fantastic

Fallen Fruits Competition where one

lucky individual can win £500 worth of

beautiful contemporary home and

garden accessories which will be

delivered straight to the winner's door.

There is plenty of pig food to purchase

in the farm shop for anyone who wants

to feed the pigs.

Opening hours weekdays 10am to 5pm

and Sundays 11.15am to 5pm.

tel. no: 01983 898543.

Bees at Quarr

Liz Van Wyke of the Isle of Wight Bee-

Keeper Association reports:

We have been fortunate in only losing

two colonies in the apiary, not during

the winter as one might expect, but in

spring. One died from ‘isolation

starvation’ – there was plenty of food

in the hive, but the weather was too

cold for the bees to break cluster and

move to it – while the other suddenly

lost its queen, a not unusual

occurrence in spring. However, the

other colonies seem healthy enough, if

a little slow to build up, again because

spring has been so cold and flowering

delayed.

We have had a number of new

students enjoying practical sessions in

the teaching of apiary and some of

them are now ready to take on their

own colonies. We hope to run some

‘taster’ sessions in July and August

when anyone curious about bee-

keeping, whether or not they hope to

take up bee-keeping, can come along

for a small fee to hear a little theory

before donning one of our bee suits

and being shown a live colony

working.

Anyone interested can contact Liz by

email for more details at

elizabethvanwyke@aol.com

During March a Jubilee hedge was

planted on the edge of one of Quarr's

fields in order to give some protection

to some hives. Under the guidance of

Matt Noyce, the head gardener, and

cajoled and encouraged by Dorothy

Hayes a group of volunteers spent a

morning planting a variety of small

trees.

Wightlink with
t h a n k s
Wightlink have kindly given the Parish

two large waste bins. One has been

placed on the lower green next to the

very dilapidated and inadequate

'Sealink' version and the other is next

to the bus shelter on the Kite Hill

roadside. When the Parish chairman

thanked Wightlink's CEO and offered to

put up a sign saying 'Wightlink's

rubbish' there was a stony silence! In

point of fact, we are grateful to the

ferry company and we continue to

enjoy cordial and constructive

relations with their local staff and

senior management over in

Portsmouth.

Sat Nav Security
If you are going away and leaving your

car in an airport or cruise terminal car

park or anywhere that means leaving

your car for valet parking or

unattended, then set a ferry terminal as

your home address. Then if your car or

sat nav is stolen the thief will not know

where you live.

When things don’t
add up!
Three ladies lived in a residential

home. Every week they went to their

village shop and bought toiletries. As it

was Christmas and the weather was

cold, a friend said he would take them

in his car. All three ladies spent £10

each. After they had left the shop, the

shopkeeper called the man back and

said "These three come here every

week. As it is Christmas, give this to

them for being regular customers". He

gave the man £5. The driver kept £2 for

himself for petrol and gave each of the

ladies £1 each. He thought “so, I have

£2 and the ladies will have only spent

£9 each”.

3 x £9 = £27 + his own £2 = £29.

However 3 x £10 = £30

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE £1 ?

A r e a
R e p r e s e n t a t i o n
Over the last few years there has been

a small group of parishioners who

have represented their road, cul-de-sac

or small area and acted as a sort of

focus for their neighbours in raising

matters which concern them in their

locality. Times have moved on and the

Parish Council would now like to

refresh this whole community idea as

some of the original people have

moved or are not able to get to the

monthly Parish meeting – with the

notable exception of The Bolton's

redoubtable representative. One of the

new Councillors, Malcolm Hector, has

volunteered to be in charge of this and

will be asking for volunteers who

would like to be their area rep.

159 guests of all ages and disabilities

took 305 boat rides and ate a lot of

burgers, ice cream and cakes.

Ice cream was supplied for free by

Minghella; cakes by Rich Foods, music

and entertainment by Dave Butcher

and music by Bob’s Basement Band.

Cash donations came from Wightlink,

the Daisy Rich Trust and Edith Murphy

Foundation which bought the special

lifejackets. All time and boats were

provided free by 90 volunteers who

were mostly members of the RVYC.

‘Dougal’, a specially designed

wheelchair-capable boat, was supplied

by Cowes Sailability and Spirit of Scott

Bader by the Disabled Sailing

Association. Organisational effort to

put this on was considerable, 

co-ordinating people, boats, food,

music, and for this we must thank Ann

Capps. VIP visitors included

Archdeacon Peter Sutton, Andrew

Turner MP and Adrian Medley DL.

Thanks also to the residents of

Fishbourne Lane who allowed vol-

unteers to park their cars in their drives.

Quote, “It was a privilege to meet so

many happy people, it certainly made

our day and will give us lasting

memories”

Quote, “The utter joy on the faces of

some of the guests after a trip on a

boat was very humbling. We take so

much for granted. Even those guests

content to sit on the lawn with the sea

breeze on their faces had a wonderful

time.”

Open day for those with

disabilities at the RV Y C

Quarr News

Ash Tree Disease
Trevor Fox, the Parish tree warden,

has asked residents, when they are out

and about, to look out for symptoms of

ash tree dieback.

There are no confirmed cases on the

Island at the time of writing and a

survey will be undertaken later this

summer. The Forestry Commission has

posted a video on line showing the

symptoms to look for at this time of the

year to check whether ash trees have

Chalara dieback. Please refer to

www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara

Trevor Fox's email contact is:

trevor.fox02@btinternet.com

Housing Needs
Survey (HNS)
The HNS is being delivered to

every household with the

Newsletter. It is a very important

part of the Fishbourne Chapter

which is in preparation (see page

4). Please take time to fill it in as

this Survey will form the basis of

local housing needs in the Parish

and will be used by IWC planners

in determining planning

applications up to 2027. A team of

volunteers will collect completed

questionnaires over the next

couple of weeks and it is hoped to

achieve a very high return. This

will give a comprehensive picture

of what you, the residents, want

in terms of future housing. All

questionnaires will be put into the

envelopes provided and treated in

the strictest confidence. The

analysis will be done at County

Hall and the results published in

the September newsletter.


