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At the time of writing the Council is

approaching its Annual General

Meeting which this year will be held on

Thursday 8th May, as usual at the

Royal Victoria Yacht Club. It’s amazing

to think that a whole year has gone by

since the local council elections when

Fishbourne started the new term with

three new Councillors, Barry Abraham,

Richard Flux and Malcolm Hector.

This year the Council will lose another

of its long standing Councillors in Chris

Reed, who has been Chairman for the

past three years following the

departure of Peter Johnson to the

mainland in 2011.

Prior to joining the Parish Council in

2008, Chris had been a committed

member of the Fishbourne Residents’

Group which worked extremely hard to

get a better deal for Fishbourne from

Wightlink and was really the precursor

of the Parish Council. Virtually single-

handedly he has developed and

maintained a good working

relationship with Wightlink thereby

making the work of the Parish Council

so much easier. He has also

established good ties with the Quarr

Community and its employees. He has

supported those residents who have

fallen foul of officialdom and worked

tirelessly to get the best outcomes for

them. At all times he has performed his

duties as Councillor and then

Chairman in a wise and considerate

way.

He has served on the Planning Policy

Committee and will continue to do so

until the work of this Committee is

completed. In addition he has

produced the quarterly Newsletter.

Aside from his duties as Councillor he

has wholeheartedly and cheerfully

given his support whenever there has

been a village event. He engages with

and befriends all and is a familiar

figure walking his dog Honey or

enjoying a pint at The Fishbourne.

I believe that Fishbourne, its Parish

Council, and yours truly are indebted

to him for his steadfast commitment to

us all. We will miss him. 

I am sure you will join with me in

wishing Chris well for the future. 

Sue Bulwer

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman

Responsibility Environment/

Neighbourhood reps

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison

Tel: 883261

E-mail: barry@kitehillfarm.co.uk

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police/IWALC

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Age UK/

Environment/Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Vacancy

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ivor Warlow IOW Ward Councillor

Tel: 07779999948

E-mail: ivor.warlow@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may also be accessed through

the Isle of Wight website using the

link www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of Parish
Council Meetings
for 2014
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 12 June 7pm

Thurs 3 July 7pm

No August meeting

Thurs 11 September 7pm

Thurs 9 October 7pm

The Clerk and one or two

Councillors attend a ‘surgery’ every

Tuesday morning at 10am at the

Royal Victoria Yacht Club when

parishioners can discuss matters of

concern.

After two years, many meetings and

several drafts, the work for all this

has now almost been completed.

With this Newsletter you will find a

copy of the Housing Needs Survey

(HNS), which is part of The

Fishbourne Chapter, plus an

explanatory note. The Parish Council

would like to put on record its

grateful thanks to Tony Ballard and

his committee as well as to Dave

Moore for his help in guiding us

through what has sometimes been a

tortuous path. It has been

worthwhile and the Fishbourne

Chapter/Supplementary Planning

Document will help to shape and

protect Fishbourne from ugly and

unwanted development for at least

the next decade and probably

longer.

■ The Housing Needs Survey
■ The Fishbourne Chapter
■ Supplementary Planning Document

Situated next to the Wightlink Car

Ferry with a fabulous view across the

Solent, the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

not only provides great fun on and off

the water, but also sees itself as central

to the life of our community.  We are a

very sociable and friendly club with an

'open-to-all' policy. We welcome all

levels of sailing and have a packed

racing and training schedule all year

round as well as a social calendar that

is second to none.

Our cadets are very active all year

round. These youngsters from the age

of 8, sailing Optimists, Picos and Lasers

learn important life skills too. They grow

in confidence and learn to trust their own

judgement. They make new friends and

above all else have fun. During the

winter the fun and theory continues in

the clubhouse on Friday evenings.

A group of our cadets aged between 8-

13 recently undertook the ‘Oppie

Solent Challenge’ and sailed across to

Stokes Bay. Despite initial bad weather

they finally managed to set off at 4 in

the afternoon. After a lovely sail over

to Stokes Bay the team, being the

sailors that they are, then chose to sail

all the way back as well. The team of

Cameron Hook, Felix Arthur, Charlie

White, Harry White, Tom White, Daniel

Wentzel and Matthew Bamber raised

over £1,700 for Sport Relief! 

Royal Victoria Yacht Club

Adults are well catered for too, with a

comprehensive adult sailing

programme which caters for all levels

of experience – there are plenty of

helpful members enthused to help

people enjoy sailing. We have a large

National Squib fleet, fast and slow

handicap racers and a strong laser

fleet. The club also provides Powerboat

training and has an active Kayaking

Group – really something for everyone!

The Club has a well stocked bar and

excellent food prepared by our

caterers, Gail Force. We have a wide

variety of functions and fun evenings

throughout the year. Our unique

location is not only a perfect setting for

a quick drink or a meal, it is also ideal

for hosting special occasions such as

wedding receptions or birthday

parties.  

We love our location, are proud of

Fishbourne and clearly on your

doorstep. So please feel free to drop

down and meet some of our members

or just give us a call on 882325.

‘Cadets in full flight’

A wide range of social activities. The excellent series of winter talks are very popular.

You will see from the Clerk's Corner

piece that I am standing down from the

Parish Council. I think it is healthy for

any organisation  to have a regular

change of chairman and so allow new

ideas and initiatives to flourish. My

departure now creates a vacancy.

If you are interested in putting your

name forward, please let Sue Bulwer,

our Parish Clerk know. You can ring ,

write or email her and if you would like

some background information as to

what is involved being a Parish

Councillor, contact me or any of the

other Councillors. All our contact

details are in the Newsletter.

We can explain what goes on and what

we do and how much time is involved -

and what training is available. For my

part, I have found the work both

interesting and useful. We are lucky in

Fishbourne because we are a small

Parish without a lot of the difficult and

contentious issues other Parishes have

to deal with. We do not have schools,

shops, playing fields, car parks or

public toilets etc ; but we do have the

busiest entry port leading on to the

busiest Lane on the Island – as well as

Kite Hill and all its traffic. We are

delighted to have within our Parish

boundaries Quarr Abbey and The

Royal Victoria Yacht Club. We also

have a few businesses who may need

our help. Over the relatively short time

we have been in existence, we have

established constructive links with

several IOW Council departments as

well as with Wightlink. I like to think

that we punch well above our weight

when we need to get things done.

The kind of things the Parish Council

gets involved in includes all planning

applications within the Parish, people's

concerns about traffic and parking (still

unresolved) and individual Councillors

forge links with the police, social

services and environmental bodies.

The Parish Council is here to help.

So please think about this opportunity

to join a  small group of people who

are prepared to give their time and

effort to help our community.

Chris Reed

A (not so casual) Va c a n c y

STOP PRESS
— 8th May —

MALCOLM HECTOR

is elected Chairman



The Quarr Bees

Liz Van Wyke’s update:

We've had five of nine colonies survive

the winter in the teaching apiary. The

high mortality is probably due to

having to move them twice last

September because of the new access

road being built. However, the colonies

elsewhere on site have survived with

varying degrees of strength. There is

lots of honey being stored in some, so

Spring is treating them well.

My apologies to any of your readers

who stop at the lane gate near the

apiary and try to talk to us while we're

examining the hives. The buzz drowns

out what people are saying and as we

can't stop while the hive is open, we

may seem to be ignoring them.

The beginners' theory classes are now

over and we have started practical

sessions in the apiary for our students.

They are all loving opening hives for

the first time ever and seeing the bees

at work. Fortunately, all our surviving

colonies seem very beginner friendly,

with the bees going about their

business calmly while nervous

students lift frames. 

The Quarr Chickens

Team Leader, Dorothy Haynes reports:

First, thank you all for your continued

interest in the Quarr Abbey poultry

project. There have been some

unavoidable delays that have been

The Birds and the Bees at Quarr . . .
have been in touch offering feed and

equipment they can no longer use

themselves.

Members of the team will be making a

start soon on restoring the aviary

ready to receive any birds that might

have to be separated from the flock for

one reason or another. We have been

meeting on Tuesday mornings and, as

a rule, work until lunchtime so if

anyone would like to help as a

volunteer, let me know. All volunteers

have to have a session with Matt who

conducts an induction programme

‘volunteering at Quarr’. So far we have

knocked up over 200 volunteer hours

over the last six weeks. 

Please don't hesitate to get in touch

with one of the team if you have any

queries.

Dorothy Haynes

A Result (1)

Quarr Lane was washed away during

the winter storms – indeed, most of the

surface flowed down the Lane, past the

pub and ended on the Oak Tree Green.

It became almost impassable and was

a danger to walkers and particularly to

cyclists and was a nightmare for the

four houses in the Lane. Luckily, the

Parish Council had been pressing for a

better Lane for some time and had

been alerted to the existence of the

Local Sustainable Transport Fund

(LSTF). This was a £4m grant for the

IOW from central government and it

had a time limit. So we badgered the

IOWC and with a constructive and

courteous approach, we and the local

A Result (2)

The wooden posts round the Oak Tree

Green are no longer fit for purpose.

Some have fallen over, some are

missing and all are rotten. With surplus

funds from the last two parties held on

the Green, plans have been laid to

replace the posts and tidy up the whole

area. The Green-side residents were

invited to consider the sort of posts

they would like, whether they should

be painted or oiled (the posts, not the

residents) and decide whether a

galvanised rope would be better than a

chain. Decisions, decisions . . .

A site meeting was held and various

samples of wood examined. After a

while and with one eye on the wine

and nibbles being prepared in the

background , a vote was taken. On a

show of hands, the consensus was that

white posts with a black pointy cap and

smart black chain would be very

acceptable. The wood will be sepele,

hard wearing and robust. So once the

detritus from the winter storms has

been cleared and the exact position of

40 new posts been established, we will

have a new-look Oak Tree Green to

enhance the beautiful Diamond Jubilee

seat.

A European

Champion
Readers may remember an article in

an earlier Newsletter about a

brilliant young ice-skater living in

the Parish. We have another

brilliant, not so young, maestro who

lives in the Parish and works at

Quarr Abbey in the carpentry

workshop. When he is not making

beautiful gates and benches, Sam

Crockford loves to go fishing – fly-

fishing particularly. Sam is an

exponent of the art of float tube fly-

fishing. This is a technique

introduced from America and

involves the fisherman donning a

float tube, rather like a car's inner

tyre, and armed with flippers and a

trout rod, floats about in a lake or

reservoir, upright and expectant,

casting for trout.

32 anglers competed with Sam at

the Weir Wood European Float Tube

Open Championships. The event

was staged on the 280 acre

reservoir near Crawley, Sussex.

Sam caught 6 fish, weighing 11lbs

and won the trophy and a trip to

Ireland for two day's fishing on

Lough Conn. He put his success

down to the fact that he ties his own

flies but perhaps, working at Quarr,

he has learnt the art of combining

patience and tranquility, both useful

to the fisherman.

Progress is going well with the Quarr

Abbey Heritage Lottery Fund project.

We are nearing the end of the hard

landscaping. The carpark is in place

and the new drive and delivery road

are now established, various trees and

hedges have been planted and the old

concrete road has been lifted to enable

us to level the mounds of soil. The area

next to the pig enclosure will now be

pedestrianised and will be planted with

orchard trees and sown with parkland

grass seed mix. There will be paths laid

to allow access to the Abbey. Work on

the church roof is well underway and

the ruins  barn is looking much better

for its improvements. The visitor

centre and courtyard are also taking

shape with a new roof, floors, doors

and gates. We are looking forward to

the launch later this year.

The Quarr Abbey Poultry Project will

be welcoming its first batch of rescued

hens in early summer. Work has been

continuing on the old hen houses

within the walled garden. The houses

have been lowered to make the climb

up to their roost easier, they have also

been re-felted and painted. 

Work is currently being carried out in

the walled garden vegetable plot to

extend our growing space. Due to the

popularity of the farmshop produce we

are returning fallow areas to usable

plots to grow more produce for both

the shop and the abbey kitchen. We

will be growing more heritage varieties

this year alongside familiar staple

crops.

Recently we launched our own Quarr

Abbey Ale. At 6.5abv the ale was very

popular with the attendees of the

event, and now, customers of the

teashop. The link between the brew

and the abbey is that we grow the

botanicals that influence the flavour,

namely coriander and sweet gale. This

complements the existing range of our

own orchard cider and apple juices.

Matt Noyce

Can Fishbourne residents please

help Quarr Abbey tackle the

unhealthy and unsightly issue of

dog fouling. May we ask residents

who use the bridleway and the site

in general to be vigilant and to

report anyone seen not clearing

up after their pets or littering by

leaving bagged dog waste. We

want to make the abbey grounds

as pleasant as possible for all

visitors. Please contact Mike

Rowlands, Senior Environment

Officer IW Council on 01983

821000 with as much detail of the

offence as possible.

Matt Noyce writes . . .

Parishioners campaigned for some

action. And it worked. The photos

show off our new motorway and

everyone is grateful to the IOWC. The

plan is to extend the improved track

(but not tarmac'd, thank goodness)

right up through Quarr, past the ruins

and up to the (poet's )Binstead gate.

This will happen once the main Quarr

car park and associated works are

complete – probably in July/August.

Quarr Lane before . . .

Quarr Lane after . . . Oak Tree Green – the old sad looking

posts and the new

very frustrating, not least the electric

fencing expert having been in Australia

for three weeks. He's now back and I

expect to get the problem sorted out

very soon.

The weather was a huge contributory

factor towards delays but thanks to the

volunteer team the hen houses have

been cleaned, treated inside and out

and new roofs have been fitted. Soon

we should see the three of them in

their final resting places. For the

benefit of the hens they have been

lowered but are high enough off the

ground to provide the girls with a dry

area underneath for dust bathing as

well as shelter from the rain. The grass

will have to be cut short especially

beneath the electric fencing so we will

cut the grass along the boundaries of

each hen run. 

The Southern Housing Group are

getting extremely excited about the

arrival of the hens. The Group have

generously donated a shed to the

project which will be sited near the hen

houses that will be refurbished during

Phase II with funds from the Heritage

Lottery Fund ‘Activity Plan’. Matt

Noyce has authorised the purchase of

a larger shed which will be erected in

the first enclosure; this will

accommodate the feeds and other

essential equipment as well as being

fitted out with a worktop and plenty of

shelving.

The project seems to be attracting

attention already and some people

Would you like to be

a Parish Councillor?

See back page for

news of a vacancy

A refurbished hen coop


