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As I write this it is early morning

following Black Friday and Cyber

Monday and we are heavily in the run

up to the Christmas festivities. I

occasionally wonder what we would

do during these dull days without the

Magic and Sparkle (sorry M&S) of

these last few weeks of the year and I

am sure all this frantic activity gets us

through the bleakest of the winter

months.

Of course at this Season we reflect on

what has happened in the previous

year and look towards the challenges

of the future. Without doubt the major

achievement of the Parish Council has

been the adoption by the Isle of Wight

Council of the Fishbourne

Supplementary Planning Document,

news of which has been spread across

these pages throughout the year.

Crucially, it gives the Parish as much

security about unwanted development

as can be achieved in these times.

As we look to 2015 it is clear that there

will be changes and challenges ahead.

As you will know by now there is a

continuing problem with Isle of Wight

Council finances. Central Government

funding has been dramatically

reduced, added to which there is a cap

on Council Tax increases. This has

placed IWC in an extremely serious

financial position and there is a risk

that the Island could be drawn into a

super south coast Council in order to

remain viable. IWC are striving now to

pass down some of its non-statutory

responsibilities to Town and Parish

Councils, which are still in a position to

increase precepts, as a way to maintain

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may need to
contact on the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman

Responsibility Wightlink/ Planning

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison/Environment

Tel: 883261

E-mail: barry@kitehillfarm.co.uk

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police/Quarr

Abbey

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Age UK/

Environment/Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

John Smith

Responsibility Neighbourhood

reps. liaison/Planning

Tel: 882497

E-mail: john@gazfaplus.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ivor Warlow IOW Ward Councillor

Tel: 07779999948

E-mail: ivor.warlow@iow.gov.uk

Chris Reed

Responsibility Newsletter

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may also be accessed through

the Isle of Wight website using the

link www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of Parish Council
Meetings for 2015

Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 8 January 7pm

Thurs 12 February 7pm

Thurs 12 March 7pm

Thurs 9 April 7pm

Thurs 30 April 7.30pm

(Annual Parish Meeting)

The Clerk and one or two Councillors

attend a ‘surgery’ every Tuesday

morning at 10am at the Royal Victoria

Yacht Club when parishioners can

discuss matters of concern.

Reflecting on recent events, I was both

surprised and pleased to be elevated to

the chairmanship of the Parish Council.

So far I have enjoyed a honeymoon

period of invitations and meetings and

everyone has been very supportive. I

find it interesting to talk with

parishioners on all sorts of topics –

from planning issues to the vexed

question of why Canada geese no

longer come down the Creek.

The completion of the Supplementary

Planning Document is a huge step

forward for the Parish and provides a

framework against which future

planning applications can be

measured, ensuring we on the Parish

Council give fair and consistent

comments. We are working on parking

and traffic issues and, although it is like

wading through treacle, we hope to get

a resolution. Happily our Parish Clerk

manages to guide us and we gradually

make progress on one front or another.

It was a pleasure to welcome John

Smith on to the Parish council in

September.

Do come and talk to us; let us know

your concerns and what you would like

to happen. All Parish councils are

being given more responsibilities and

although we are a small Parish, it is

important that we reflect your views.

Remember it is your (and my) money

that we spend so help us to spend it

wisely.

There is a Parish

surgery every Tuesday

morning at 10am in

the yacht club when at

least one of us, with the

Clerk, will be on hand

for an informal chat

about anything and

everything , even geese.

Best wishes for

Christmas and a peaceful

2015.

Malcolm Hector

A note
from our
C h a i r m a n

F i s h b o u r n e
f i c t i o n
A very good detective story has

been published in 2014 – not in

itself startling news, except to say

that this particular book is set in

Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight,

predominantly Fishbourne. The

book is called ‘Shroud of Evil’ by

Pauline Rowson and is published

by Severn House.

Detective Inspector Andy Horton is

tasked to solve the mystery of a

dead body which is found,

wrapped in a shroud of sailcloth,

on a Fishbourne beach. It is a great

read with plenty of twists and turns

and particularly fun to see

Fishbourne, Quarr Abbey (albeit

renamed Northwood Abbey), the

old ruins, Binstead and

Wightlink all figure in the plot.

The author has written a series

of nautical mystery stories, all

set in Portsmouth and the

Island, but this is the first one

where Fishbourne is the star.

The author knows her stuff

locally, even down to the

ferry timetables!

Copies are available on

Amazon and Kindle; and Ryde

Library, now I have returned

my copy, also stock it.

There has been an absence of Island

Road's paraphernalia – vans and road-

building kit – in the Parish this year but

fear not, we are part of a master plan.

Work has been carried out to

carriageways and footways (and

indeed, alleyways) in Binstead and

Wootton during the year. On the 13th

November Wootton bridge was

subjected to a very thorough

inspection and a report will be

published later. In the interim, if

anyone lost a bicycle, one was found

deep under the bridge nestling up

against a milestone. Both had been

jettisoned. Perhaps some exhausted

cyclist could not bear to read it was

another 4 miles to Newport.

The main works benefiting the Parish

were the up-grading of the path from

the start of Quarr Lane, up through the

Quarr estate and on up to the Binstead

(poet's) gate. This route is funded by

the Government's Local Sustainable

Transport Fund. It cost £130,000 and

the Parish Council and some local

residents worked closely with the IOW

Council to get the project started and

then completed. The route is now

suitable for walkers, cyclists,

horseriders, wheelchair users and

people with push buggies. New gates

at both  ends of the route have also

been installed. It was a satisfactory

collaboration between all concerned.

Winter Preparations

The Island's gritting fleet is now

primed and ready for the winter

maintenance period (November 1st –

March 31st). Six frontline gritting

lorries are poised to keep the Island's

major roads serviceable.

Ditch and Gully Clearance

There is a major programme to reduce

the amount of flooding on our roads

caused by blocked ditches, drains and

gullies. Please let the Parish Clerk (or

any Councillor) know of any particular

areas you know which are

problematical and the information will

be passed on to Island Roads.

2015 What can we expect?

There is a somewhat erratic I.R. website

and if you put in your post code, a

series of maps will/should show when

and where carriageways, drainage,

footways etc are planned for the next 5

years. I'm sure it changes but there

appears to be some oddities – Elenor's

Grove and parts of Firestone Copse

Road destined for upgrading next year,

but only parts. I presume it is all

rationalised in the master plan...

One of the worst problems of flooding

occurs near the pub. A recent request

to Island Roads, through our Area

Steward, for improved and better

positioned drains and higher kerbs

(supported by photographs) has  been

favourably received and remedial work

should be starting soon. This

exemplifies the efficacy of consultation

so let the Parish Council help you.

Island Roads – an update

A Speedwatch team in the Midlands

Speedwatch:
volunteers wanted
Don’t forget we need a few

volunteers to help us run the

Speedwatch campaign. Local

people can help to reduce

irresponsible speeding so please

come forward and contact the

Parish Clerk.

services. This has been debated by

your Parish Council and whilst it is

keen to support such initiatives it is

also aware that residents must be

treated fairly and not asked to

contribute to facilities which are not of

benefit to us. 

The Parish Council will debate its

budget and precept setting at the

January meeting (15th) to which you

are welcome. 

You may be aware that there has long

been a Quality Standard for local

councils such as ours to achieve. This

is being changed and the proposed

replacement criteria have not received

a warm welcome. The Isle of Wight

Association of Local Councils and the

local branch of the Society of Local

Council Clerks have rejected the draft

and are to work to produce an Island

Standard which is believed to be more

'fit for purpose'. It has been decided

that once agreed, Fishbourne will

undertake the work required to achieve

this. Clearly this will be a major

objective for us all during 2015.

Please accept my very good wishes for

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year.

Sue Bulwer



How the seasons change the workload.

After the summer season's harvest

from the walled garden, we are now

focussed more on the estate work.

Regular visitors to the Abbey will have

seen the new orchard being planted

with a wonderful selection of trees

grown on the Island. These consist of

apples, pears, cherries and mulberries.

The majority of trees were chosen

because they have a connection with

Hampshire and the IOW or that they

are old varieties. We look forward to

watching them mature and provide

more fruit for the Abbey.

Elsewhere around the estate, we have

been up to our knees in ditches,

resuming maintenance to make sure

the water flows where it should. Here's

hoping we do not get a repeat of last

year's rain! Clearing the ditches is only

half the job; clearing a way to get to

them in the first place is a challenge in

itself.

The woodland walk and hide are

already proving very popular with

visitors and locals alike. Along with the

new Visitor's Centre and the general

improvements to the site, we have had

some very positive comments. I look

forward to hearing from Fishbourne

residents regarding their thoughts.

Despite the on-going Heritage Lottery

Fund works throughout the year, we

welcomed the largest ever numbers of

visitors to the Abbey.

The latest news on the ruins dig using

the combined efforts of Southampton

In August 2012, Andrew Williams

answered an advertisement in the

County Press. Quarr Abbey was

seeking to recruit an apprentice

gardener to work under the guidance

of the Estate Manager, Matt Noyce.

Sandown High (as was) pupil Andrew

applied, offered to work for two

months free and was selected. After a

'pre-apprentice' trial period of six

months, Andrew's apprenticeship

started in earnest. With continual

assessment from the IOW College and

detailed guidance from Matt Noyce,

Andrew started to build a portfolio of

skills: plantmanship, kitchen-garden

work, grass care and the use and

maintenance of all garden tools and

equipment with particular emphasis

being applied to Health and Safety

protocols at all stages. There are other

short courses still to consider – the use

of chain saws and the handling of

chemical sprays, for example.

The parochial year opened

with the effects of the Great

Storm, with serious

flooding and damage to

property and roads. A lot of

the drains failed to cope,

particularly in Kite Hill,

Ashlake Copse Road and Fishbourne

Lane. The dramatic climax was the

night when Quarr Lane gave up the

ghost, gurgled and gulped before

rumbling downhill, past and into the

pub and settled on the Oak Tree Green.

Shingle, tarmac and detritus were

everywhere, leaving Quarr Lane so

pot-holed that a visitor's car was

almost lost for ever. It took weeks and

weeks to be sorted.

Undaunted, the Parish Council carried

on its usual work of helping

parishioners whenever possible,

considering regular planning

applications (only one tricky one this

year) and pressing the IOW Council to

mend the sea wall, among other

matters. The Tuesday surgery was held

every week at the Yacht Club to allow

people to come and voice their

concerns about anything. Few came so

the Parish Council took the view,

somewhat conveniently, that in

general, the PC were serving the

community satisfactorily. There is still

the vexed question of resident parking

– opposite the garage and down by the

Lower Green – unresolved. The (new)

Chairman is now on the case but what

ought to be simple is fraught with

complications.

There were two arrests during the year

– not of a Parish Councillor, I hasten to

add – but of a ne'er-do- well caught

stealing from Wightlink (a case of the

biter bit, one might say) and a clot who

suffered road-rage at the traffic lights.

Still, two arrests hardly makes

Fishbourne a hotbed of crime and it is

still a pleasure to live here. Our PCSO,

Katie Berry, has moved on and we

have PCSO Lesley Metcalfe to look

after us.

Relations with Wightlink continued to

be cordial and constructive – the Parish

Councillors have access to the senior

management and potential problems

are discussed in advance. There was a

‘meet the managers’ event in the

newly refurbished cafeteria (which

incidentally has been offered to the

Parish Council for meetings if the need

arises).

This year, the traffic controls put in

place by Solo and the IOW Council

worked pretty well for the Festival and

less well for the Bestival. There were

significant problems near the Lower

Green and the Poplars but at least the

pub personnel controlled their

customers’ vehicles very well. So still

work to do, particularly for the Bestival

and meetings are planned for 2015. It

is, at least, a long cry from 2012.

In May, the Parish Council appointed

Malcolm Hector as Chairman,

replacing Chris Reed.

For many of the months of 2014, the

Planning Policy Committee ( a sub-set

of the Parish Council) met and

News from Quarr Abbey's
Estates Manager

The new orchard with a wonderful selection of fruit trees 

The new Visitors Centre

Andrew Williams

In memory of the fallen during WW1

Oak Tree Green with debris from Quarr

Lane

The new posts round the Oak Tree Green

❅ A Christmas Tale  ❅
A very pretty young woman

entered Santa's grotto and was

invited to approach and tell him

what she would like for Christmas.

“Well” she said “I would like

something for my mother”. Santa

beamed and thought to himself

how very nice; so he asked her

what she wished for. “A rich and

handsome son-in-law” came the

reply.

Happy Christmas

gradually, draft after draft,

got the Fishbourne Chapter

finished. It will be a discrete

part of the Ryde Area Action

Plan eventually but it has

already been promoted to

what is called a

Supplementary Planning Document,

adopted by the IOW Council in

September. It is the most robust and

important planning document we have

ever had and assuming the IOW

Council or HM Government do not do a

'u-turn' and change national policy, it

will protect Fishbourne Parish for

many years from unwanted

development.

Thinking of Quarr Abbey (the jewel in

our parochial crown), their Visitors

Centre was finished and formally

opened in the summer. The new

orchard was grassed and recently over

40 fruit trees have been planted. There

are a couple of pathways wending

their way through the orchard and I

asked the estate manager how he

would prevent 'scrumping'. He replied

that a simple notice would do the trick,

asking visitors not to pinch the fruit.

‘Fire and damnation’ might figure in

the notice, I suspect.

The old ruins have had a considerable

amount of work done to them and are

now secure. A team of archaeologists

have been working in the nearby field

and will continue next year.

In September, Cllr Tony Cooper

organised the installation of a small

memorial 'zone' on the Oak Tree

Green, in memory of the fallen during

WW1.

The target is a Diploma in Horticulture

– Level 2 – in May, 2015. Andrew loves

the work and Matt is a gifted teacher.

Once the course is completed, Andrew

will be a qualified gardener with a very

employable set of skills. This is a good

example of a successful apprenticeship

scheme and we wish Andrew well.

Quarr Abbey's Gardening Apprentice

City Council Archaeology Unit and the

Isle of Wight  Natural History

Archaeological Society, is proving

exciting. The finds are currently being

examined and recorded and we hope

to resume the work early next year.

There may be opportunities to get

involved in further digs over the next

two years so please let me know if you

are interested.

Matt Noyce, Estate Manager,

Quarr Abbey

R e t ro s p e c t i on

The Oak Tree Green itself was

embellished with new chains and posts

and looks smart. The Parish Council

will have to organise and pay for the

cutting of the grass to keep the whole

area tidy as the IOW Council are

withdrawing their funding of this

service as part of their cut-backs. I'm

sure we will cope. The Fishbourne

Parish is small and well organised and

does generally cope with things and in

this we are indebted to our very

efficient clerk, Mrs Sue Bulwer.


