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Having achieved a great deal during

2014, activity in the Parish Council has

been reduced during the early months

of 2015. Consequently, with little to

report, I would like to take this

opportunity to remind you about

various bits and pieces in which you

might be interested.

First, I would draw your attention to

the Parish website

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk. This was

created almost four years ago with the

assistance of grant funding through

the IW Community Action. This was on

the understanding that it was not for

the exclusive use of the Parish Council

but designed to be used as vehicle for

all Parish information. Having said this,

most of the contents are Council

related but it does carry all the back

issues of the Parish Newsletter and

several links to websites of interest and

details of local businesses. The

Agendas for Council meetings are

published every month and archived

Minutes of previous meetings for the

last four years can also be found.

The Parish Council has a data-base of

residents who have asked to be

informed when Agendas and Minutes

have been added to the website.

The Council also offers a ‘Residents’

Information’ service which includes

updates of roadworks in the area or

other matters such as security alerts if

there has been a break-in locally and

so on. The data base has grown

significantly over the last twelve

months as residents have appreciated

the benefits of being ‘kept in the loop’.

Similarly, there is a list of residents

who are notified if there is a new

planning application in the Parish. I

have received comments that this is

particularly useful if away from home

and there has been no opportunity to

read the County Press.

If you would like to take advantage of

any or all of these services please

contact me on

fishbournepc@btinternet.com from

the email address you would like to be

registered. I would like to assure you

that having this information on our

data-base will not involve you in

endless mailings of useless of

information … if you are subject to

these, like yours truly, I know you will

get enough junk email without

Fishbourne PC adding to the burden.

A couple of other reminders if I may;

the Council has been trying for some

time to set up a Community Speed

Watch initiative but needs volunteers.

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may need to
contact on the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman

Responsibility Wightlink/ Planning

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison/Environment

Tel: 883261

E-mail: barry@kitehillfarm.co.uk

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police/Quarr

Abbey

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Age UK/

Environment/Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

John Smith

Responsibility Neighbourhood

reps. liaison/Planning

Tel: 882497

E-mail: john@gazfaplus.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ivor Warlow IOW Ward Councillor

Tel: 07779999948

E-mail: ivor.warlow@iow.gov.uk

Chris Reed

Responsibility Newsletter

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may also be accessed through

the Isle of Wight website using the

link www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of Parish Council
Meetings for 2015

Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 12 March 7pm

Thurs 9 April 7pm

Thurs 30 April 7.30pm

(Annual Parish Meeting)

Thurs 14 May 7pm

(Annual General Meeting)

The Clerk and one or two Councillors

attend a ‘surgery’ every Tuesday

morning at 10am at the Royal Victoria

Yacht Club when parishioners can

discuss matters of concern.

A note from
our Chairman 

The AGM is on Thursday 14th May

at 7pm in the yacht club. The guest

speaker is John Burrows, Chief

Operating Officer of Wightlink.

Parishioners are urged to come

along and hear what Wightlink's

new owners are planning for the

ferry company's future.

We are unable to do

this unless sufficient

residents come

forward to help. There

has been a moderate

response but there is a

need for another three

or four people to show

an interest. Please

contact Councillor

Richard Flux if you can

help.

Similarly there are still

some areas in the

Parish which do not

have local representatives, mainly a

couple of sections of Fishbourne Lane

and the first part of Kite Hill from the

traffic lights to Ashlake Farm Lane. If

you feel you could help please contact

Councillor John Smith.

Finally, this Newsletter will probably

drop through your letter box at the

same time as your Council Tax

notification from Isle of Wight Council.

I am pleased to advise you that,

despite having to take over the

expense of grass cutting in the Parish,

your Council has been able to keep the

precept increase to only 1% which

should have minimum impact per

household. The Parish Council is keen

to maintain the good standards

enjoyed by Fishbourne and I trust that

you will agree with its endeavours.

Sue Bulwer

Wightlink has new owners. Balfour

Beatty Infrastructure Partnership (BBIP)

have bought the ferry company from

Macquarrie European Infrastructure

Fund for an undisclosed sum. BBIP, set

up in 2011, have offices in London,

New York and Munich. At present, BBIP

consists of a small number of

investment advisers with a strategic

interest in operational assets in

transport, energy and utilities. Last

year they bought a group of UK based

solar parks and before that, a

Michigan-based electric utility

business. Wightlink is their third major

acquisition.

Why have they bought Wightlink? They

say that Wightlink ferries is “a strong

and stable business with room to grow

and develop through further

investment in its services”.

I suppose the question in all our minds

is how will this affect us? Any chance of

cheaper fares? We all feel that fares are

expensive so will BBIP look at the

current fare structure? Will the number

of sailings remain the same and what

will change on the terminal? We know

there are plans for an elevated ramp to

allow cars to board directly on to the

upper deck. When will this be installed?

We know that one, new, large ferry is

planned for the Fishbourne –

Portsmouth route in the next few

years. We know one of the Yarmouth

ferries is coming to our route to

replace St Helen, which is being retired

very soon. We also know that the

senior management and all other staff

at Wightlink are being retained so the

links built up between the Company

and the Parish Council will still be

useful. We will have to see what effect

the change of ownership will have.

Note: BBIP is sponsored by Balfour

Beatty plc, the well-known, very large

construction company but operates

independently of it.

Wightlink Sold!

Happy Birthday
Father Gregory
Fr. Gregory is Claustral Prior at Quarr

Abbey, second in command to Fr

Xavier, the Prior Administrator. Fr

Gregory has been at Quarr all his adult

life and following a visit in 1963,

having just left school, he joined the

Community in September 1968. From

postulant and then novice, he made his

life vows in 1970. In 1980, he spent a

year in a Chilean monastery. With

articles on Monastic History and

Patristics (ancient writers of the

Church), Fr Gregory has been

interested in bible studies all his life

and has a working knowledge of

French and Spanish, with some Greek,

Hebrew and of course, Latin. This

charming and approachable monk,

who celebrates his 70th birthday in

March (actually his birthdate is very

satisfyingly 12/3/45 ), is often to be

seen knee-deep in a ditch on the Quarr

estate, discovering and clearing some

medieval watercourse.

Ad Multos Annos

With the General Election in May, it is

difficult to predict what the position

will be in the future but current

changes in local finances could well

result in more financial responsibility

being placed on  Parish councils. With

this in mind, the Parish Council has set

a budget for this coming year, showing

a small increase in the precept – a few

pence per week – which protects our

reserves and allows us to finance the

costs due to be handed down to us

from the IW Council, grass-cutting

mainly.

It is also possible that minor planning

applications may be dealt with at

Parish Council level as the size (and

cost) of the planning department at

Seaclose is reduced. Personally I hope

this heralds a much closer working

relationship between the Parish

Council and the IOW planners so that

local views are always taken into

account leading to a clearer

understanding and a more consistent

approach to planning matters.

The Parish Council is still working on

traffic matters including parking, the

surface of Fishbourne Lane and the

junction of Fishbourne Lane and the

A3054. We have had a very

constructive meeting about the traffic

lights and have suggested some

changes to make them safer.

There is a short piece about the lights

and how they work with the

Newsletter.

John Burrows, the Chief Operating

Officer at Wightlink, is our guest

speaker at our AGM on the 14th May

so this will be your chance to ask

questions and make comments. Please

attend the AGM if you can – it is at

7pm in the yacht club – as it is

important to let us know what you

think and any improvements you

would like to see.

Construction of the new cycle path

down Ashlake Copse Lane through to

Ashlake Copse Road is due to

commence on 9th May.

Malcolm Hector

The junction of Fishbourne Lane and the A3054 is still

causing problems (see loose insert)



As a result of Quarr Abbey enjoying a

mainly mild start to the year we have

welcomed a steady flow of visitors to

the Abbey, gardens and tea shop.

I don't think the grass has stopped

growing and the trees and shrubs look

as though they are going to wake from

dormancy early. The fruit trees have

been pruned, along with the roses.

They have had a good feed and where

beneficial, have been mulched. The

seeds, potatoes, onions and plants

have been selected and are being

prepared for the season and will

feature many of the staple varieties as

well as the more unusual. The thread

of continuing to grow tasty varieties

runs throughout the selection.

The woodland walk and hide is proving

ever more popular. Since half term we

have been offering the ‘Explorers Kits’

to visitors. These kits are available for

people to borrow and use within the

gardens and grounds as an

educational and fun resource, teaching

people about the environment and

Quarr, what to look out for and games

for children to play.

We have planted a woven willow

hedge ('a fedge') around the new farm

shop hut next to the tea shop. The hut

itself is nearing completion. Also, the

new orchard near the pigs is currently

in its last phase of planting, I hope all

regular visitors to the abbey enjoy

watching this area flourish.

Elsewhere on the estate we have been

tending to trees, hedges, erecting new

fences and carrying out ground works

for the coming season. 

The ‘not so new’ hens are continuing

to settle in well in their new home here

at Quarr. It still amazes us how quickly

they have adjusted to their new

environment. They don’t seem to mind

the conditions underfoot too much –

clearly happiness is being able to do

what you like, when you like, free from

the constraints of a commercial

environment.  

They have continued to lay eggs

throughout the winter and are

currently enjoying the benefits of living

near the vegetable plot and being

On 6 February 2015 two representatives

of the the Russian Government came

to Fishbourne to award the Ushakov

medal for 'Bravery and Courage in

Naval Theatres' to Ron Cawdell, a past

chairman of the Parish Council.

Ushakov was an 18th century Russian

It was always going to be a good day.

What we did not know was that it was

to be a memorable day.

A small group of parishioners went

over to Portsmouth to see the Mary

Rose museum. We were not a motley

crew, more comfortable, respectable,

sensible people. One of the travellers,

a scion of a Fishbourne family and a

woman of considerable style and

panache, was determined to enjoy the

visit, to learn and to soak up the

experience. Her friends, too, were

looking forward to opening their minds

to all things Tudor. And we were not

disappointed. The museum is

beautifully appointed and the sheer

scale of the Mary Rose, its recovery

and the vast number of artefacts

completed a most enjoyable visit.

So far, so good.

Five sixths of the party were ‘cultured

out’ and needed, first a drink and then

something to eat. Not our heroine,

however. By now she had the glint of

the Culture Vulture in her eyes. “Where

next?” came her cry. The rest of us

shuffled about and looked at our feet,

anticipating that first drink and we felt

dreadful when SHE spotted and then

signed up for a boat trip round the

harbour – only 50 minutes and a

chance to see the  Portsmouth Naval

Base from the sea. So off she trotted –

at speed because the 13.30 boat was

about to leave. The rest of the party,

strength in guilty numbers, watched as

our girl caught up with the queue

about to board. She turned to give us a

broad and triumphant  grin and the

thumbs-up sign. She had made it.

It was at this moment when the lady

just ahead and also about to board

turned to our friend and asked if the

friends in the distance were planning

on coming aboard as well. “Oh, no.

They much prefer to go to the pub”.

This caused the lady's disapproving

eyebrows to shoot up into her hairline.

For our part, as we slunk off, we

wondered why one of the party was

carrying a large bunch of flowers. This

did not seem particularly odd although

the attendant priest added a certain ‘je

ne sais quoi’. Anyway, off she went

and off we went to the nearest bar.

The first inkling came via a text

message “OMG! I've joined a funeral

party”. Indeed she had. She had

caught the wrong boat by the skin of

her – uninvited – teeth.

So the scene now shifts to the boat. It

transpired that five separate naval

families, unknown to each other, had

clubbed together to hire a boat, some

flowers and a priest to conduct a

funeral at sea service and were about

to scatter the ashes of their loved ones

at sea at Spithead. This is where it got

Quarr Abbey News

given the greens that are past their

best for we humans.

The added recent bonus (which

nobody anticipated) is having a couple

of cockerels join the ladies. The pretty

grey and yellow cockerel is a Pekin

bantam that has been called Colin and

more recently another bantam

resembling a Rhode Island has

‘arrived’ who is so handsome he just

had to be named Dandy. Yes, they are

uninvited guests and whilst the ladies

adore them the poultry team regrets

no more cockerels can be

accommodated.

Matt Noyce, Estate Manager,

Quarr Abbey

The Ushakov medal

A Parish Hero

naval hero and recently the medal has

been awarded to British seamen (and

others) who braved the North Atlantic

during the Second World War.

Ron was aged 16 when he joined up

and by 17 he was serving on board

HMS Dido, a light cruiser, serving as a

boy telegraphist/radio operator. Early

in 1945 HMS Dido sailed from Scapa

Flow on escort and anti-submarine

duties, sailing into Vaenga in northern

Russia.

Our intrepid parishioner worked

several decks below receiving and

transmitting a continuous flow of

coded messages. He and his

colleagues knew, as they descended to

their action station in the depths of

HMS Dido, closing doors behind them,

that they would be trapped in the event

of a torpedo attack.

During operations, often in atrocious

weather, the 650 men on board were

called to action stations several times

but nevertheless succeeded in

escorting the merchant vessels, with

their vital supplies, to the Russians.

Ron Cawdell went on to serve a total of

14 years in the Royal Navy and then 30

years in the Royal Naval Reserve. Ron

rose in rank from Boy Seaman 2nd

Class to Lieutenant Commander. The

Ushakov medal is the second Russian

medal for Ron who has also been

awarded the Atlantic Star by our own

grateful Government.

We salute you, Ron.

A cauti o nar y
t a l e

interesting for our friend. Glances were

exchanged – why was this glamourous,

unaccompanied woman there? Was

she with one of the families? Was she,

perhaps, the long lost and certainly

illegitimate daughter of old George?

(always had been a bit of a rogue). Was

she, and more exotically, the mistress

of old Fred? Who was she? The

situation was even more exquisitely

nuanced when the vicar – the other

unattached person – asked our friend if

she was the daughter of one of the

deceased. Well, this was the final straw.

She drew herself up to her well-

coiffured height and said she was not

and repeated that her friends had left

her, preferring to go to the pub rather

than accompany her on the boat.

The withering look from the vicar was

nothing to the awful realisation by

Madame Scarlet that (a) she was a

gate-crasher (b) she was not going to

see the historic Naval Base and (c) her

friends were probably into their second

glass of Pinot Grigio by now.

So she explained to the vicar the errors

of her ways – almost a confession, I

suppose, and he had the good grace to

laugh with her. By now, perhaps her

beauty had had an unexpected effect

on him. In any case, he helped her off

the boat when it eventually berthed

and did his hand linger just a little

longer than strictly necessary as he

bade farewell...?

As to the bereaved families, they

remain nonplussed to this day.


