
N e w s l e t t e rFishbourne
Parish
ISSUE NO 35 JANUARY 2017

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman

Responsibility Wightlink/ Planning

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison/Environment

Tel: 883261

E-mail: barry@kitehillfarm.co.uk

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police/Quarr

Abbey

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

John Smith

Responsibility Neighbourhood

reps. liaison/Planning

Tel: 882497

E-mail: john@gazfaplus.com

Sheila Caws Clerk to the Council

Tel: 07756 895922

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ivor Warlow IOW Ward Councillor

Tel: 07779 999948

E-mail: ivor.warlow@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may also be accessed through

the Isle of Wight website using the

link www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of Parish
Council Meetings
for 2017
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club.

Thurs 12 January 7pm

Thurs 9 February 7pm 

Thurs 9 March 7pm

Thurs 13 April 7pm

Parish Council and Annual

Parish Meeting

Parish Surgery – every Tuesday

morning at 10am, at RVYC

Planning Policy Committee meetings

will be convened as required.

The work to build the high-rise ramp to

feed cars into the St Clare and the next

generation of what some call a 'super

ferry' (an oxymoron if ever I saw one) is

going to plan and is on schedule. The

contractors are Trant, a Southampton

based company, who won the contract

in open competition, beating, among

others, Balfour Beaty, the parent

company. Trant have a long association

with Wightlink, having done the repair

work on Ryde pier in 2010 and other

work in Yarmouth and elsewhere on

the Island. 

The team at the Fishbourne terminal is

headed by the Burch brothers. Jerry

Burch is project manager and his

brother, Tim, is site manager. There are

only 13 people on site on this side of

the Solent but many more at

Gunwharf. 90% of the Fishbourne team

are Islanders. 

The work started mid-September of

this year and is scheduled to finish on

26th July 2017. The new boat is now

under construction but not due to come

into service until the Spring of 2018.

The company will therefore be able to

assess the efficacy of the high-rise

ramp and their hope that the turn-

round times for loading and unloading

Wightlink Te r m i n a l

It has been relatively quiet in the latter

part of the year. Some issues are

rumbling on, such as the slipway,

Wightlink and traffic management,

potential flooding and parking. Our

Chairman, Malcolm Hector, would

welcome your views on parking on the

Lower Green so please see his article

on the subject. With regard to the

slipway on the Lower Green, we are

prodding the IW Council to remove the

slipway sign and put one up warning of

the danger of the drop, which is now

quite considerable. The slipway

certainly is not fit for purpose at

present.

The Parish Council is working with

Island Roads on various issues as well

as the potential flooding problems

mentioned above. These include the

question of visibility when exiting

Barge Lane and the dangers of crossing

will be improved with

just the St Clare in the

first instance. If they are

correct and the queues

are reduced or even

eliminated in Fishbourne

Lane, then this project is

to be welcomed. As one

of the closest

neighbours, I have been

impressed by the

consideration shown by

Trant, particularly in

relation to noise. There

are stringent controls

and procedures in place

and at the daily briefing

the message to

remember the residents

and be mindful of

possible disruption is

always emphasised.

There are two noise

monitors on the terminal

and should there be a

breach of the contractual

rules for even a short

period, the work will stop

and a solution found. 

There are five piles

already in place, ready

for extension and the new linkspan

will be hoisted in to place to

complete the main part of the

project.  Barges with cranes will be

used and of course, the ferries have

to keep running throughout. So with

those constraints, as well as the rise

and fall of the tide, the whole project

is described by the project manager

as ' interesting'. The work on the

other side, at Gunwharf, is also

underway and is vastly more

complex. We have seven large piles;

they have 260 small ones!

If any resident would like to discuss

the project or make a complaint, ask

for one of the Burches who will be

pleased to respond. They might even

take the opportunity to describe the

new system of holding the ferry

while it is in dock – the Cavotec Moor

Master – which eliminates the need

for ropes.

Chris Reed

C l e r k ’s Corner

I have been invited to write a few words

for the Parish Newsletter by the Parish

Clerk, which I am delighted to do.

This is a busy time of the year for

everybody with plenty happening both

locally and across our Island, concerts,

festive dining, shopping and of course

family visits, not forgetting support for

the Christmas shoebox appeal

supporting local children in need.

Council business still continues apace

with challenges concerning future

Budget setting (partly resolved by the

recently approved Medium Term

Financial Plan). Also in Adult Social

Care including the draft plans for

Sustainable Transformation for

continuing NHS services both here and

off the Island. Ongoing work with the

PFI programme and Waste contracts

and improving Education for our young.

Life never seems easy these days,

public demand and perception always

requires attention, debate and

resolution, which I always try to aspire

to. Of course I share the goal in fighting

for preservation and financial stability

of our unique Island.

I am regularly in attendance at the

Parish Council surgeries on Tuesday

mornings at the Royal Victoria Yacht

Club and the monthly Full council

meetings and can be contacted via the

phone and email address published in

this newsletter. Finally may I wish

everybody in Fishbourne and Quarr a

Very Merry Christmas and Happy New

Year.

Very Best wishes.

Councillor Ivor Warlow

A general view of the works at Fishbourne. The shutters (wooden moulds) are clearly

visible and will be used to complete the piles supporting the new linkspan

A message from your
Councillor Ivor Warlow

the road at the bottom of Kite Hill –

both problems being related. If you do

have any problems that could or

should be dealt with by Island Roads,

then the District Steward attends our

Tuesday morning surgery on a regular

basis. This is usually the first one in an

even month so the next time will be

February 7th. Either come along or let

us know what the issue is so that we

can raise it. Obviously we can be in

touch with him directly if it is a more

urgent problem. Surgeries start at

10am. 

Island Roads have agreed to bring

forward the resurfacing of Fishbourne

Lane and this should happen in March

2017. This is so that the Lane will be

ready by the time Wightlink’s new ramp

is in operation. Wightlink is a perennial

issue and we are in regular contact with

them. There will be another drop-in

session at the terminal to discuss the

latest developments in their

investment programme on January

11th – 4pm to 6.30pm.

My thanks this month go to Pam Riches

(again) for replanting the flower box on

the noticeboard next to the Fishbourne

car park. I would also like to thank

those of you who keep me informed of

various issues such as the state of the

litter bins or traffic problems on

bridleways.

All that remains is for me to wish you a

Happy New Year.

Sheila Caws



Quarr Abbey News
Quarr Gardens Round-up

The festive season is now upon us and

Quarr Abbey is a wonderful place to be

at this time of year. Soon Br. Duncan

will be building the nativity scene on

the steps of the church and the church

will be bursting at the seams for the

carol concert. It doesn’t seem long ago

that we were mowing the lawns and

picking fruit but the wintry weather is

now closing in and there is lots to do

outside.

We have made the usual seasonal shift

of emphasis away from the more

ornamental areas and vegetable plot

onto the hedgerows, woodlands and

paths of the estate and private

enclosure. Much of this work is carried

out in the ‘dormant season’, the time

when most trees and shrubs go into a

state of hibernation of sorts and active

growth ceases until the sap starts

rising again in the warmer and lighter

weather of the spring. Many of our

hedges will be getting a good trim,

well away from the bird nesting season

and also bare root trees are being

planted. 

As regular visitors to Quarr will have

noticed, we have had heritage builders

on site for a while now, dismantling

damaged sections of the walled garden

wall and rebuilding them. The new

walls now have sturdy foundations to

support them for another 100 years or

more. Where we have lost fruit trees in

the past, we are replanting in gaps

along the walls of the walled garden

with trained pear espaliers.

The borders are getting some attention

too. Removing the last of the fallen

leaves and pruning any remaining

finished foliage whilst trying to leave

any seed heads that overwintering

birds might enjoy. In the vegetable

plot, the tidying continues. Runners

from fruiting canes have been lifted

The Parish Council has received

numerous complaints and comments

in regard to cars parking in the six

spaces at the Lower Green. There

seem to be a number of regular

travellers catching the ferry to

Portsmouth and leaving their cars in

this area for the whole day and in one

case, two years ago, for three months.

The Parish Council would like to see

these spaces made available for people

who wish to use the beach or walk

along the foreshore. Local fishermen

would also like to be able to park whilst

they are out fishing.

In 2011 a survey was conducted by the

Parish Council seeking views on

introducing a residents’ parking

and then replanted to fill gaps in the

existing fruit cages. Mulch has been

applied to fallow areas and many of

the plants and fruit trees to give the

weather time to break it down nicely

into the soil over the next few months. 

Log splitting has been underway for

some time now and the demand (sales

and in-house) has been high. We have

a sustainable supply of hardwoods and

softwoods from the estate to see us

through the winter months and keep

the season’s chills at bay.

The Poultry Project is still caring for

hens in peaceful retirement. There

have been successes this year in

rearing our own bantams which has

proved hugely rewarding for the

volunteer team. The coloured eggs that

are produced range from light blue

through to deep brown. 

Finally, not long ago, we were

privileged to welcome HRH Earl of

Wessex to Quarr Abbey. The royal visit

was arranged with the help of the

Friends of Quarr and many of the staff

and volunteers at Quarr were able to

meet His Royal Highness. HRH

attended a special service in the

church, was welcomed to lunch and

was given a tour of the new visitor

centre, the art gallery and newly built

disabled facilities. I was honoured to

provide a tour of the gardens to HRH

which included a walk around the

walled garden meeting members of our

Land Use Project allotment growers

community group and had a chance to

show HRH our Quarr produce.

Matt Noyce

Parking by the Lower Green

HRH Earl of Wessex made a visit to the Abbey, arranged with the help of the Friends

of Quarr (Photo Mike Dunkason)

HRH Earl of Wessex meeting the Southern Housing Garden Group

(Photo Mike Dunkason)

The Quarr Abbey Poultry Project

is currently looking for keen

volunteers to join our existing

volunteers to help in the day to

day running of this rewarding

scheme. The project was founded

by a passion to re-home ex-

commercial hens and has evolved

to include its own breeding

program. To fulfill the hens’ daily

requirements, there are two shifts

each day where the hens are fed,

water topped up and eggs

collected and recorded. Other

elements may include additional

bird husbandry duties.

The hens are free to roam in large

runs within our own orchards.

No previous experience of

keeping hens is essential although

we welcome any prior knowledge

and experience. Our current

volunteers will be more than

happy to share their wealth of

experience.

Days – Monday to Sunday (these

days can be shared amongst other

volunteers)

Hours – Each shift takes a

maximum of 1 hour. The morning

shift starts around 8am and the

evening shift around 4pm, varying

through the year according to

daylight hours.

There are still a few volunteer

shifts available if any Fishbourne

Parish residents would like to get

involved.

If you are interested or would like

to know more, please contact;

Matt – Quarr Abbey Head

Gardener/Estate Manager

01983 898629 ext 225

Or matt.noyce@quarr.org

More Poultry
Project Vo l u n t e e r s
Welcomed at
Quarr Abbey

Parking on the lower green

❑ A – No change, no restriction on the length of stay.

❑ B – A one hour no waiting restriction between 8am and 9am

❑ C – A one hour no waiting restriction between 12noon and 1pm

Your name  ......................................................  (in print please)

Return to Malcolm Hector, Woodside, Ashlake Copse Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight or

e-mail malcolm.hector@gmail.com or Telephone 882269 and if I am not in leave

your name and choice as a message.

Thank you.

scheme in the whole of Fishbourne

Lane. The results were inconclusive.

The Parish Council would like to seek

views on the introduction of a no-

waiting period on the Lower Green

similar to that used in Yarmouth,

where they also have car drivers

seeking to park so they can use the

ferry to travel to Lymington. The no-

waiting period would be for one hour.

There have been two suggestions,

either 8am to 9am or noon until 1pm.

We would like residents views on what

they would like to see and I would be

very grateful if you could either

complete the slip below and return it to

myself or the Parish Clerk, or e-mail me

with either A, B, or C or telephone me

with your views.

As you may remember, Chris Reed

retired as Newsletter editor last

summer.  Since then, no one has come

forward to take his place. He was a

hard act to follow but, since then, the

Chairman and the Clerk have been

muddling along and have managed to

produce two editions (including this

one). As we are a much easier act to

follow, hopefully this may encourage

someone to step forward without any

fear of unfavourable comparisons. So,

if you are looking for something to do

after Christmas, we can offer you the

opportunity to use some of your spare

time four times a year.  All we ask is

that you collect enough copy to fill four

A4 pages each time – you don’t even

have to organise the layout and the

printing as that is all done for you. If

you might be interested then please

contact the Clerk, Sheila Caws, on

fishbournepc@btinternet.com or 07756

895922. 

E d i t o r


