
NOTES ON IWALC AND WCFA MEETINGS 

 

IWALC meeting 19th March 2017 

Number of members in attendance was low due to forthcoming elections. 

It was decided to amend the Associations Constitution from a representative 

from each member council to a councillor from each member. As the old 

constitution read anyone could be elected to represent their council. This lead to 

certain councils being represented by their clerk, this put more work onto 

already overloaded clerks. One council has only ever in my recollection l been 

represented by the clerk (see below) who always opposed the change. 

The amendments would go forward to the AGM in July for formal adoption and 

then to NALC for approval. 

 

Three councils are no longer members of IWALC. Totland who leave and rejoin 

on a regular basis, so nothing new there. Nettlestone and Seaview who thought 

they could join the National Association of Local Councils without being members 

of the local association. They have been told otherwise so will probably rejoin 

IWALC to enable them to benefit from NALCs expertise. Whippingham have also 

left but the decision appears to have been made by the clerk (see comment 

above). There is no reference to the decision in their agendas or in the minutes 

of meetings so it would appear that the decision was made without the approval 

of the full council. 

 

 Councillor Helena Hewston reported that the Clerk at Shalfleet PC had been 

approached by three people seeking pre-planning advice following a suggestion 

from the Planning Authority.  It was felt that people could use this as a loophole 

to get free advice rather than pay for it through the Planning Authorit.  It was, 

however, important for developers to talk to communities but that town and 

parish councils should not comment on planning applications ahead of formal 

Parish planning meetings. 

It was agreed that the Secretary would contact Wendy Perrara for some Best 

Practice guidelines which town and parish councils could follow. 

 

At a recent CTP meeting it was agreed to organise the following training events:- 

 



 Basic Councillor Training – to consist of 4 x 3 hour sessions, each 

session a month apart.  Training to be organised for end of June / 

beginning of July and could consist of two or four courses in 

different areas of the island rather than be limited to Newport. 

 Chairmanship Training – one course over two sessions in 

September / October. 

 Planning Training – over the winter period either in one location or 

split into areas depending on demand. 

Social Media Training – we had been offered free training but the Chairman 

would contact Steven Lugg to get feedback on the trainer before proceeding. 

 

Councillor Fanny Oglander reported that as an IWALC representative on the 

CPRE she had been litter picking around the Folly Inn.  They were provided with 

high vis jackets and litter pickers and within an hour the area was cleared of 

litter.  A group from the CPRE could litter pick in other areas of the island and 

Councillor Oglander wanted councils to be made aware of this opportunity.  She 

would provide the Secretary with more information and a contact 

 

WCFA 4th April 2017 

Majority of meeting involved stuff from the other side of the creek, moorings, 

dinghy park and so on. The usual non-signed membership cheques and late 

payment was mentioned but of no concern to FPC. 


