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As is well known, parking in 
Fishbourne Lane is a problem, to 
which there are two parts. One is the 
issue of lorries parking on double 
yellow lines if they arrive too early for 
their ferry. Of course, this cannot be 
condoned but, as one Belgian driver 
said “where do I go?”. It’s all very well 
telling them to go away but the drivers 
have to have somewhere to go to. 
Maybe we need to work with Wightlink 
to make some practical suggestions as 
to where lorries can park up legally? 
What is totally unacceptable, however, 
is the practice of changing tractor 
units in the Lane outside the ferry 
terminal and this must be dealt with, 
perhaps again with the co-operation of 
Wightlink and certainly by contact with 
the companies involved.

The other issue is the parking space 
opposite the garage, which the Parish 

Parking

As you will have seen elsewhere in 
this Newsletter, the vacancy on the 
Parish Council has been filled but we 
still need your help. The PC used to 
be represented at the Wootton Creek 
Fairway Association meetings and 
would like to be again. We are looking 
for someone who either already 
goes to the meetings or would like 
to go and would be happy to pass 
on our concerns/report back. The 
Association is mainly concerned 
with the administration of moorings, 
mudberths and houseboats on the 
Creek and works with the Crown 
Estate Commissioners and the Queen’s 
Harbour Master, Portsmouth.

The Parish Council used to have a full 
set of Neighbourhood Representatives 
who covered Ashlake Copse Road, 
Barge Lane, Firestone Glade and The 
Boltons but, one by one, they have 
fallen by the wayside and so we would 
like replacements. It would also be 
good if we could have someone from 
the lower end of Fishbourne Lane (the 
Creek end)/Quarr Road or anywhere 
else for that matter. The role is not 

onerous but does involve talking to 
your neighbours. We ask that you 
attend the monthly PC meetings and 
report if there are any concerns or 
items of note from your patch. Don’t 
worry, you won’t have to stay for the 
whole meeting, unless you want to, 
and are free to go after your report, 
which occurs fairly near the beginning 
of the agenda.

The members of the Planning Policy 
Committee stood down at the election 
last year, as usual. Since then the 
Committee has not met but the Parish 
Council feels that it is a useful team 
to have in reserve to look in to any 
planning issues that we may have. 
It does not involve scrutiny of the 
planning applications that come 
up on a regular basis but looking 
into separate issues. Originally the 
Committee was set up to produce 
the Parish Plan but since then they 
have kept an eye on the shingle 
bank, the Ryde Area Action Plan 
and, of course, the proposals for 
the Wightlink terminal. The terms of 
reference have now been re-written 

Your Parish Council Needs you
and the Committee renamed simply 
the Planning Committee. Two Parish 
Councillors sit on it, plus up to six 
other residents. Some members have 
been recruited but we are looking for 
at least two more. You do not need an 
in-depth knowledge of planning law as 
we have the services of a consultant 
to advise us on the finer points of the 
legislation.  An interest in your parish 
and a good dollop of common sense 
are what we require.

We intend to commemorate the 
centenary of the end of World War 
I in November and are looking for a 
few people to form a working party to 
organise this. It is very cumbersome 
for the PC to do it as we only meet 
once a month and it would take up a 
lot of meeting time.

If you are interested in any of the 
above, then please do get in touch 
with any of the councillors or the Clerk, 
who can be reached on 07756 895922 
or fishbournepc@btinternet.com. 

Sheila Caws

Council would like to see changed to 
Residents’ Parking, with perhaps a 
short window for others to park there 
as well – an hour or two is the norm 
elsewhere. However, there are two, 
so-far, fairly insoluble problems to this.  
One is that Island Roads insist that 
the parking area on the Lower Green 
must be treated in the same way as it 
is elsewhere on the same road. The 
PC would like to see them treated as 
separate, especially as there are some 
examples of other roads with differing 
parking restrictions on them. The other 
is that all the residents in the road 
must agree to the changes, whether 
they are directly affected or not. In 
the past, when the question has been 
asked, other residents in the Lane have 
been against the change although they 
have their own drives to park in and 
do not experience the problems of the 
few who do not. Perhaps we need a 
‘hearts and minds’ campaign before 
we ask again?

In the meantime, although Traffic 
Wardens do visit the Lane, this is 
on an ad hoc basis. If you wish to 
report any parking infringements then 
please do so via the Contact Centre on 
823714 or, if outside of office hours, 
then through Wightcare on 821105. 
Alternatively, email Parking Services 
direct at  parking.services@iow.gov.uk

Sheila Caws



The first piece of good news is that 
we have a new councillor and are now 
up to full strength. Susan Honeywill 
joined us earlier in the year and you 
can read about her elsewhere in the 
Newsletter. However, just because we 
are now a complete council does not 
mean that we do not still need help. 
If you have not already seen our plea 
for various volunteers, then please do 
have a look and if you can spare the 
time we would be delighted to hear 
from you. Another piece of good news 
is that we have reduced the precept 
this year. In the past sums have been 
allocated to various budget headings 
but not been spent. We have now put 
some of these sums in contingency 
funds and reduced the amounts 
allocated to the annual budget.

On another front, some of our 
residents are busy organising a Royal 
Wedding Party to be held on Oak Tree 
Green on the big day. On the subject of 
the Green, the Parish Council is aware 
of the damage that has been done 
to the eastern side and we are doing 
our best to get it rectified. Also on the 
subject of greens, the Parish Council 
is in contact with the IW Council 
and other agencies to see what can 
be done to help find acceptable 
accommodation for the person who 
has been using the hut on the Lower 
Green recently. Whilst on that subject, 
does anyone know anything about the 
history of the hut? Please let me know 
if you do.

More good news is that Wightlink has 

been quite quiet recently. Work has 
begun on the new entrance layout and 
a Certificate of Lawful Development 
has been applied for. Full planning 
permission is not required as the work 
is entirely within their own boundaries.  
The new signs on the main road are 
up and working although we are 
aware that there have been a few 
teething troubles and that there is still 
an issue with the brightness. Talking 
of lights, hopefully we have managed 
to resolve the problem of the lights 
on the ramp being left on. The initial 
problem was that they could not be 
isolated and turning them off turned 
everything else off as well! I believe 
that this has now been sorted out but 
I have no doubts that someone will 
contact us about this or any other 

Clerk’s Corner

The Parish Council would like to ask 
residents to make suggestions about 
what projects and improvements they 
would like to see in Fishbourne.  The 
Parish Council have some funding 
available and are keen to hear the 
views, thoughts and ideas of residents 
to help them decide on how the 
funding should be spent over the next 
few years.  Please can you send your 
thoughts and ideas to the Parish Clerk 
– fishbournepc@btinternet.com  
The PC already has some ideas on 
traffic improvements, which cannot be 
considered as yet because we cannot 
obtain costings from Island Roads.  
However, once any suggested projects 
and improvements have been agreed 
we will publish them in the newsletter 
and make sure we keep you informed 
of their progress, with some before, 
during and after pictures where we 
can.

Simon Dennis

Parish Projects

problems if necessary. There have 
also been issues with lorries parking 
up in the Lane near the terminal and 
exchanging tractor units, thus blocking 
the Lane, when other vehicles are 
still trying to disembark from the 
ferry. The companies concerned have 
been spoken to by the appropriate 
authorities, so we hope this is a 
problem solved. It does not address 
the issue of lorries parking further up 
the Lane whilst waiting for their ferry 
but we are working on that. We are 
also still pushing for a date for the 
refurbishment of Fishbourne Lane by 
Island Roads but heads and brick walls 
come to mind.

Best wishes and here’s hoping for a 
summer?

Sheila



Many residents are sure to have 
noticed the varying amount of snow 
cover on roof-tops during the recent 
snowy weather, not just in Fishbourne 
but all over the island.

It varied from none to partial cover 
where new extensions had been 
erected, up to almost full covering in 
well insulated properties.

There is a scheme to improve 
domestic insulation available through 
the Isle of Wight Council at little or no 
cost to the homeowner It is funded 
by one of the large energy companies 
who have to meet a target for energy 
consumption reduction. Loft and cavity 
insulation is available free in most 
cases.

It’s been a busy start to the sailing 
season at RVYC with club members 
attending the recent Fitting-Out 
Supper and dusting off the cobwebs 
for the Commissioning Cup on 25 
March. 

The bar and galley have been busy 
throughout the winter with a superb 
series of Wednesday night talks and 
some fun quizzes and, of course, 
an excellent art exhibition by our 
Friday Art Group. Our prize-giving in 
December and AGM in January were 
both well supported – congratulations 
to all prizewinners and thank you 
to committee members who were 
elected.

On the water, there’s been a hive 
of activity through the winter with 
the Laser training group. The RVYC 
held the first selection for the 2019 
NatWest Island Games on 24 March, 

Royal Victoria Yacht Club — Spring 2018

so well done to all! The Honda Youth 
Powerboat Challenge is now underway 
and the Island Ales series on Sundays 
continues through the summer. 

The Cadet programme had a very 
gentle first session afloat on April 6th 

with over 70 youngsters signed up 
for the season. Watch out for some 
future Olympians! Adult sailing on a 
Wednesday night from 18th April will 
see cruisers, Squibs and dinghies all 
helping to get more people out on the 
water.

Another date for the diary is 5th May 
for our RYA-supported ‘Push the 
Boat Out‘ event from 12 noon until 
4pm where the club will open its 
doors to get as many people from the 
community on the water. Also for any 
keen Optimist sailors – we are hosting 
an open event on 12/13th May for both 
main and regatta fleets.

As for the social calendar, summer 
opening hours are operating now and 
the Club caterers have a host of events 
planned for the coming months. 

We look forward to welcoming all 
Fishbourne residents to the Club for 
any of our sailing and social functions 
so please call Rachel in the office on 
882325 with any enquiries or visit the 
website www.rvyc.org.uk.

The Commodore of the RVYC presents a cup to Sue Gee and Nigel Talbot in 
recognition of their work in organising Adult Sailing for the past three years

Free Insulation If, like the writer of this article, you 
have some suspicions over these 
“free” schemes and energy surveys 
which often entail being given the hard 
sell for double glazing and so on, this 
is a genuine scheme to reduce both 
your bills and help the environment.

The company knocked on my door 
back in July, did a quick survey and 
agreed to insulate the loft at no cost. 
The work was completed that month, 
with no mess, in a couple of hours. 
The loft has been topped up from the 
original 100mm, above the standard 
required at the time of construction, to 
around 350mm. The insulation used 
was, I believe, made from recycled 
plastic and has the texture of natural 
wool so there is none of the itching or 
smell associated with the old mineral 
or glass fibre insulation.

Details are on the IWC website but 
are not that easy to find. Look under 
Residents Services, Environment 
Planning and Waste, Energy Initiatives, 
Warm Up Wight. The website is www.
warmupwight.co.uk — contact by 
email info@warmfrontteam.co.uk or 
phone 0800 032 8322.

The difference has been noticeable 
this winter not just in energy saving 
but in general comfort as there is less 
of a temperature gradient through the 
house where at night cold air can fall 
from the loft.

It also makes you feel as though 
you are doing some good for the 
environment.

Give it a try the worst that can happen 
is that you will save money.

Tony Cooper



Dates of Parish 
Council Meetings 
for 2018
Please note that ALL meetings will 
be held at the Royal Victoria Yacht 
Club.

Thurs 10 May 7pm 
Annual Council Meeting
Thurs 14 June 7pm
Thurs 12 July 7pm
August – No meeting
Thurs 13 September 7pm

Planning Committee meetings will 
be convened as required.

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Patrick Tobin Councillor 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: ptobin1@btinternet.com

Simon Dennis Vice-Chairman 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: 
simondennisfpc@hotmail.com

Denise Kilpatrick Councillor 
Tel: 07970 830716 
E-mail: 
denise.kilpatrick59@gmail.com

Sue Honeywill Councillor 
E-mail: 
susanhoneywill@hotmail.com

Sheila Caws Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07756 895922 
E-mail: 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com

John Kilpatrick IOW Ward 
Councillor 
Tel: 611212 
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

Denise moved to the Island from the 
West Midlands in 1976, completing her 
education at Sandown High School 
and the Isle of Wight College. Recently 
semi-retired, her career history 
includes 12 years working as sales 
office manager for Spinlock in Cowes, 
12 years working for an Island-based 
national recruitment company (the 
last four as branch manager), then the 
past five years working as personal 
assistant for the previous Island MP, 
Andrew Turner. Married to Isle of 
Wight Councillor for Binstead and 
Fishbourne, John Kilpatrick, she has a 
grown-up daughter living in Brighton 
and has lived in Binstead for the last 
10 years.

Denise Kilpatrick

Our new councillor, Sue Honeywill, 
has lived in Fishbourne with her 
husband David since December 2014. 
They have appreciated the warm 
welcome given by the Fishbourne 
community and love living in such a 
beautiful part of the Island. 

Sue moved to the Island in 1972 and 
attended the Sixth Form at Sandown 
High School. She then studied at 
Portsmouth College of Education, 
training to be a teacher. She returned 
to the Island in 1978 when she secured 
her first teaching job at Ryde St John’s 
Primary School. She continued to 
teach in Ryde throughout her career, 
eventually becoming Assistant 
Headteacher and school governor at 
Dover Park Primary School before 
taking early retirement in 2012.

Since living in Fishbourne Sue says 
that she has become very much aware 
of how fortunate we are to live in such 
a beautiful place with its wide variety 
of natural environments, the wildlife, 
Quarr Abbey and the opportunities 
to walk, cycle and sail. She believes 
that it is important to preserve what 
we have here now and for future 
generations. Sue looks forward to 
representing the Fishbourne residents 
as a Parish Councillor.

Sue Honeywill

John was born in Gloucester in 
1958. On leaving school he studied 
engineering and became a time-served 
toolmaker. He then spent ten years 
in the Royal Air Force, serving in the 
U.K, Italy and Germany. On leaving 
the forces he joined Zimex Aviation, 
a Swiss-based airline, flying C130 
Hercules aircraft for the ICRC (Red 
Cross), supplying humanitarian aid 
across Sudan. He chose to leave after 
the aircraft in which he was flying 
came under fire from Sudan Army 
rebels.

On his return to the UK, John joined 
Bristol Airport as Operations Manager, 
spending ten enjoyable years helping 
the airport to become the largest 
regional airport in the South West.

For the last 19 years he has been 
in Recruitment, building successful 
businesses in Bristol, Exeter and 
Reading until, fed up with commuting, 
he decided to take early retirement 
in January this year and was elected 
to the IW Council in May. Married to 
Denise, a Fishbourne Parish Councillor, 
he has two grown up children and two 
grandchildren.

John Kilpatrick 
IWC Councillor


