
Fishbourne Parish Council - Meeting on Thursday 15th November 2018 

Chairman’s Report 

1. Wightlink  – I had a meeting with the local manager (Dean) and Karen Woods (Communications 

Director) on Thursday 1st November to discuss exactly what happened on Friday 12th October.  Due 

to an oversight in the regulations the St Clair was held in dock at Fishbourne for 90 minutes by the 

MCA and then was permitted to return to Portsmouth without any passengers of vehicles.  Under 

instructions from the general manager there is a complete review taking place of what actions 

should be taken if such an incident occurs again, at both the Fishbourne and Portsmouth terminals.  

One issue that emerged in our conversation was the use of the warning signs on the A3054.  The 

planning consent stated that these should only be used when there are delays and from now on this 

will be the case.  Wightlink managers are frustrated at the lack of any urgency in updating the signs 

and discussions are taking place with Island Roads on this issue.  We did discuss possible measures 

that could be taken some of which are confidential, but it would be wise to wait for the result of the 

review.  There is a customer forum at Fishbourne on Thursday 22nd November. 

 

2. Meeting with IW Council Leader and cabinet members - Having observed Dave Stewart on several 

occasions I believe he and the rest of the cabinet members are trying very hard to make the Council 

more effective.  In my view this was a very positive meeting and despite it starting an hour late we 

were still given a sensible amount of time to put our issues across. 

Interestingly point six on our questions (put forward by Cllr Talbot) was used as the focus of the 

meeting and it was quite apparent that all the town and Parish Councils have the same issue.  

Actions arising from the meeting are: - 

There is to be one point of contact for the Council enquiries – Jane Tyler - and each request is to 

have an identification number and Clerks are to be copied in on any request to Council staff or IW 

Councillors.  If we have no response within two weeks the Clerk is to chase Jane for an explanation 

and at this point we can involve our local Councillor to chase. 

Each Council is to list its five most important items on the Network Integrity Register with a view to 

all the others being removed  I would suggest that resident parking permits (not actually down as 

that) and parking restrictions on the lower green should be our entries but to assist the Council in 

making its decision attached is a list of all the entries down for Fishbourne, which on the register are 

included with Wootton.  Someone please check its complete. 

Finally I think the PC should raise the issue of Ashlake Copse Lane under this new initiative by Dave 

Stewart to attempt to get straight answers rather than the current position of basically avoiding the 

rather straightforward issue of why the post was not placed in the position shown on the planning 

application attached to the creation order and why it can’t be moved to the position for which 

planning consent has been granted. 

 

3. Island Roads – I think its time we requested the Clerk to write requesting a formal meeting to 

discuss Fishbourne Lane involving us, Wightlink and the cabinet member for highways. 

 

4. Down to the Coast – I attended the grants panel on 6th November at which a further five small 

grants were made and provision made for one more project if it can be organised to be completed 

next year, creating a bird hide on Brading marsh for the public to use with wheelchair access 

 



5. Planning Enforcement Officer – a new Enforcement Officer has been appointed and so 

congratulations to IWC Cllr Barry Abrahams for getting a full time officer in place. 

 

Malcolm Hector      10th November 2018                                                                                              


