
Age Friendly 
 
Sarah and I attended two Age Friendly meetings in February. 
 
The first was an Age Friendly Forum held at the IOW Age UK office in Newport on 
12.2.19.  
This was a really useful meeting. A representative from Southern Water explained 
that people over the age of 60 and those with a variety of additional needs can 
register for Priority Services with Southern Water and SSEN (Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks). They are working together to offer extra help and support (e.g. 
provide bottled water) during power and water cuts. Registering is easy; you can fill 
in a form, phone or go on line. 
We were also treated to a very good presentation around scams awareness. Friends 
Against Scams – Trading standards training. 
This included  

• identifying signs around the home that someone we were visiting was falling victim to 

scam mail. 

• Looking at examples of scam mail. 

• Unwelcome phone calls 

• The increase in email scams and how to identify them. 

• We came away with a variety of information leaflets and posters with useful numbers 

and websites for reporting and guarding against scams and fraud. 

 
Our second meeting was the Age Friendly Champion Cream Tea at Gods 
Providence House, 26.2.19 
 
The team from Age UK Lisa Toyne, Emma Lincoln and Laurie Mabbet 
Talked extensively about the various projects and programmes that have been 
initiated around the Island and the impact that they have had on the community. Two 
of their successes have been Southern Vectis and Red Funnel who have actively 
taken on board Age awareness training for all their staff. 
We heard from the Age Friendly Champion from Bembridge who spoke at length 
about the various projects that he has instigated or been involved with that are 
having a very positive impact on the community in Bembridge. He has lots of ideas 
and would be a useful source of information. 
Although Sarah and I did not actually sign up for it we are now considered Age 
Friendly Champions for Fishbourne. Lisa Toyne is happy to produce the Charter that 
we agreed on previously. She is also happy to meet up and support us with 
gathering useful information for our Parish Newsletter and has provided us with the 
web address for Isle Find It. 
 
Sue Honeywill 
Sarah Talbot 

 

 
 
 



 


