
Clerk's Report – May 2019 

An extra meeting was held last month to consider two applications, three are to be 
decided upon tonight and there is another one due to be listed tomorrow that will 
need consideration before our next meeting.  A positive inundation!  No decisions 
have been listed recently. 

I have contacted Kevin Burton of Island Roads regarding arranging a meeting but 
so far there has been no response.  I contacted Island Roads regarding overflowing 
litter bins on the Lower Green, which could be due to the new, more limited 
contract that came into force this week. 

Last month I mentioned that we are not on Island Roads’ radar owing to the fact 
that they use the National Street Gazetteer, which is blissfully unaware of our 
existence.  The Planning Department have introduced a new system for listing 

applications and this also uses the Gazetteer, whereas the old one did not.  This 
means that we have the same problem of invisibility when it comes to searching for 
addresses.  Fortunately, so far Planning have almost always put our applications in 
the right parish, so it is possible to find them.  However, the new system is more 
complicated than the old one and requires registering in order to make a comment.  
I suspect that some may be put off and therefore not bother. 

I attended the quarterly meeting between the IW Council and IWALC.  This was 
considerably more interesting than some recent ones.  The Network Integrity 
Register has been re-named again and is now the Highways Safety and 
Improvement Register.  Following on from the request to town and parish councils 
to prioritise up to five items that they would like to be included, these have now 
been assessed and prioritised and everything else removed, which makes the 
requests far more manageable.  The list will be circulated at some point – no date 
given – when we will know about our prospects of getting anything done.  Ollie 
Boulter, Head of Planning (not his official title) then ran through the process of how 
planning applications are dealt with. 

Town and parish clerks have been awarded a national pay rise averaging at 3%.  
This, plus another salary point and a change in my tax arrangements accounts for 
what may appear to be an enormous rise in my monthly payment.  It must be said 
that the apparent increase is due more to the tax changes than a pay rise and there 
is a corresponding decrease in payments to HMRC. 

The annual accounts (the bane of my life in the spring) are accounted for and so 
my life may get a little easier until next year but no doubt something will crop up to 
keep my grey cells working overtime.  

Sheila 

 


