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Well here we go already heading into

autumn and winter months when it

feels that summer shouldn’t really be

over yet. And it certainly was over and

positively wintery during the Festival

of the Sea week which some of us felt

quite keenly at the time. Nevertheless

we have gone on to have some lovely

balmy days which I hope you have all

enjoyed to the full.

So what now? Batten down the

hatches, light fires, stay in and watch

the soaps – not that all of them are bad

– for the next six months?

A few hardy souls (namely the

Councillors and Committee members

and yours truly) will still have to

venture out to evening meetings each

month. The Council is always pleased

to see members of the public and to

hear concerns and points of view.

Understandably, and especially if

everything is running smoothly, only a

few residents come along. However, if

you have never attended a Council

meeting you might find the procedures

quite interesting and a visit will

certainly give you an insight into the

workings of your own Parish Council.

From time to time and usually at the

AGM and the Annual Parish Meeting

(more of this later) a speaker is invited.

In November a representative from

Warmer Wight has been invited and if

you can tear yourselves away from the

fireside for an hour, you might find that

what they have to say could save on

your heating bills.

The AGM is a Parish Meeting but the

Annual Parish Meeting is not, although

it is convened by the Chairman of the

Parish Council. This is a social

occasion when light refreshments (and

a glass of something pleasant) are on

offer, a speaker invited and a general

overview of the Parish’s activities, both

Council and other, is given. This

usually takes place in March or April.

It’s a good opportunity to get to know

the not-so-next-door neighbours.

The recent Festival of the Sea and

Village Party, despite the cold, still

brought the Parish together nurturing

the development of our village identity.

The ones who did the most work had

the best time. Get involved, it’s great

fun . . .

C l e r k ’s Corner

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

Chris Reed Chairman

Responsibility Newsletter/Quarr

Abbey/Wightlink

Tel: 882514

E-mail: cn.reed@uwclub.net

Tony Cooper Vice-Chairman

Responsibility IWALC/WCFA

Tel: 884792

E-mail: ajciow@lineone.net

Barry Abraham

Responsibility Traffic/Roads/Island

Roads Liaison

Tel: 883261

E-mail: barry@kitehillfarm.co.uk

Richard Flux

Responsibility NHS/Police

Tel: 883062

E-mail: richard.flux@iow.nhs.uk

Lindsay Maggs

Responsibility Age UK/

Environment/Social Services

Tel: 880035

E-mail: lindz5750@msn.com

Malcolm Hector

Responsibility Environment/

Neighbourhood reps

Tel: 882269

E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Sue Bulwer Clerk to the Council

Tel: 883907

E-mail: fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Please note: the web address is

www.fishbourneiow.org.uk

It may also be accessed through

the Isle of Wight website using the

link www.iwight.com/parishcouncils/

Dates of
Parish Council
Meetings for 2013
Please note that ALL meetings will be

held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club .

Thurs 14 November 7pm

Thurs 12 December 7pm

Thurs 9 January 2014 7pm

In addition, the Clerk and one or

two Councillors attend a ‘surgery’

every Tuesday morning at 10am at

the Royal Victoria Yacht Club

when parishioners can discuss

matters of concern.

club's invaluable support and who

reports as follows: “as with previous

years the RVYC were delighted to be

involved in the Fishbourne Party. It is

excellent when the various elements in

the community come together to

organise and enjoy such a successful

event. As with all such activities, things

don’t happen without the help of

volunteers, such as Rachel Leal and

Keith Evans at the Club – many thanks

to both. We’re also very grateful to

Alan and Norma Colville for providing

the wine, Babs Wise’s constant

support, Greg and Nick for cooking all

the sausages, and all other members

who contributed and attended to make

it such a successful day! It was also

lovely to see so many of the cadets at

the party clearly having a great time.”

Our thanks also go to the Dallimores,

the Dicksons, the Hawkers, the

Thrippletons, the Scholes, Sue Bulwer

and Julia Phillips – not forgetting the

Fishbourne Art Group – and to you all

for attending and for making the day

such a success.

Finally a big thank you goes to Blue

and Martin Bullock and his team from

the pub who not only worked tirelessly

but who provided the post-party party

deep into the evening.

Note: The County Press featured Olly,

with a picture of his tractor and boat

with some of us on the Green. The

article implied that the Parish Council

had given some financial support to

his venture. This is not the case. The

Parish Council gave its support and

helped in various ways but all monies

raised came from individuals who

attended the party.

With typical Fishbourne generosity and

helped by the Tombola and Raffle,

almost £2000 was raised on the day

and, after expenses, a first tranche of

money was handed over to Olly to help

him on his way. We hope to see him

back here before too long.

Our grateful thanks go to Chris

Rickman who coordinated the yacht

A chance meeting at last year's Boat

Show gave a happy focus to this year's

Party. Olly Rofix has survived a rare

type of leukemia and now, in his mid-

twenties, has given up his engineering

job and embarked on a series of

journeys in and around the British Isles

to raise awareness of the work of the

Teenage Cancer Trust. After a week on

the Oak Tree green, living on his 20ft

yacht 'Jolly Olly', he departed on the

first leg of a long journey – by tractor

and towing his yacht – to visit all the 25

teenage cancer wards in the UK.

The Party was a great success in spite

of several setbacks. First the pig went

missing just before it was due to be

delivered. Then, during the night and

while the replacement pig was starting

its last journey on the roasting spit, the

main marquee took off in the robust

north westerly, ending partly out to sea

and partly up an adjacent tree. That

wind nearly did for us all who

attended. In spite of the cold, about 150

people came and enjoyed, not just the

aforementioned pig, but delicious

salads and coronation chicken,

supplied by a group of local residents.

There were games for children and

adults, several stalls and a makeshift

art gallery. The music was organised

by Chris Hawker and the 'stage' was

set up by Sean Thrippleton and Mark

Luter (happily strong enough to

survive the wind – the stage, not the

boys!) We were delighted to welcome

Fr Xavier and Fr Gregory from Quarr

Abbey.

Nikita
There is a young Fishbourne

parishioner who has a wonderful story

to tell. Island-born Nikita Heathfield,

aged 15, has, since the age of 6, been

dedicated and hardworking, now

training six days a week under the

guidance of Terri Smith, to become the

highest standard competitive skater

training in Ryde over the last decade.

Nikita has skated solo roles in

numerous annual Christmas Ice

Shows,such as Alice in Alice in

Wonderland, Dorothy in the Wizard of

Oz, Tinker Bell in Peter Pan and as the

Meercat in The Lion King. She has also

appeared in Kyran Bracken's Ice Party

Champions.

Nikita also skates with the 'Wight

Jewels', the Isle of Wight's Junior

syncro team whose recent results have

been outstanding.The team has won

the British Championship four times

and is currently on the National Ice

Skating Association (NISA)

performance squad. Nikita and the rest

of the team compete internationally

and have travelled to many European

countries – and Russia – to represent

the Island and Great Britain.

It’s her dream to get to the 2018 Winter

Olympics in South Korea.

You can view Nikita and her 'Wight

Jewels' (2012-13) teammates on U-

Tube.

Editors footnote: There may well be

other brilliant young people living in

the Parish and I would love to hear

about them and tell their stories.

P o s t ( i e ) - s c r i p t
Some parishioners will know, and

indeed supported, Steve Soal, one

of our postmen. Rather than

attempt to deliver the post to the

outer regions of the Parish, he

jumped out of an aircraft and so

helped to raise £4,000 to help a

little girl with brain damage.

Fi s h bourne's Pa r t y

Nikita in action doing the split jump



Quarr Bees – Liz van Wyke reports:

We’ve had a better bee-keeping

summer than the last (not surprising

given last year’s weather!) although

there have still been some problems

resulting from last year’s queens not

getting mated properly, so many of

them have been replaced by their

colonies this year. However, there were

fewer swarms collected – about half

the number of 2012 – again probably

thanks to the better weather.

We held two taster sessions at the

apiary for people interested in bees.

They were well attended and people

enjoyed getting the bee suits on and

watching while hives were opened; a

few needed persuading that they could

safely get up close to the bees, but

many so enjoyed the experience that

they have registered interest in our

spring 2014 theory course.

As local residents will be aware, there

are developments going on at Quarr

thanks to a Heritage Lottery Fund grant.

The new access road for deliveries

means that the apiary has had to be

moved. Since bees can only be moved

either three feet or more than three

miles – anything in between and they’ll

simply ‘home’ to their previous

location – our bees are resident at

Northwood at present. After a few

weeks they should have lost their sense

of ‘home’ being in the old apiary and

will happily return to their new location

just a short distance from the original

site. We are hoping that the new site

will prove more suitable for the bees as

it is less shady and damp than the old

apiary. Road building should now be

able to commence without angry bees

hassling the workers!

A grant has been obtained for

wildflower seed that will be sown

shortly to provide more forage for

pollinators in general and our bees in

particular. The field that opens onto the

Quarr car park has been ploughed in

readiness and seed sowing will happen

soon. We hope that those people who

bring their dogs to run in the field will

be respectful of the ideal of a

wildflower meadow and allow it to

grow healthily.

Everything is now settling down for the

cooler months: now that we have

stolen their honey, the bees are being

fed to give them stores to last them

through the winter, they have been

treated against varroa mite and the

queens will be laying fewer eggs. They

will forage on ivy flowers soon, but it

will not be long before the colder

weather causes them to rest and

cluster for warmth, only leaving the

hive for cleansing flights when the

weather is above 10 degrees celsius.

For the bee-keepers. the amount of

equipment that needs cleaning is piling

up in the old milking parlour, so there'll

be no rest for us for a while. We

wouldn’t have it any other way as

cleaning sessions are an opportunity

for chat, tea and laughter.

A good year for produce

After less than a perfect start to the

year, the fantastic summer has helped

to provide a great yield of produce.

Once again we have supplied the

Abbey kitchen, the tea shop kitchen

and the farm shop with homegrown

produce. We are looking to expand the

vegetable plot within the walled garden

and we have now launched our own

homemade jams and chutney range.

Gardening Volunteers

We always welcome new volunteers to

help in the gardens and grounds. From

log splitting to apple picking there is

always something to do. If you are

interested in helping out please contact

Matt Noyce on 01983 898629 or

matt.noyce@quarr.org

A cultivating Community

In August, Quarr Abbey introduced

their own range of jams and chutneys.

The new range uses the fresh

organically grown produce from the

near-by allotments. There are currently

six varieties being produced: raspberry

jam, mixed fruit jelly, rhubarb and

ginger chutney, rhubarb and raisin

chutney, marrow and orange chutney

and ratatouille chutney.

They are made on site at the Abbey by

Quarr’s chef John Mc Ewan, Anca

Bolovan and volunteers who help the

head gardener, Matt Noyce. 

The jams were showcased on the 5th

October, as part of the cream tea

offered to guests during the Scottish

Fiddler’s concert, a fund-raising event

run by the Friends of Quarr.

Wight Squirrel Project

Quarr Abbey are planning to team up

with the Wight Squirrel Project to help

in the monitoring of red squirrels on

the estate. This will assist in gathering

more information for the group to get a

better picture of the Island’s squirrel

population and ultimately its

protection. If you would like to help

with this project please contact Helen

Butler MBE on 01983 611003 or

wightsquirrels@hotmail.com

Fishbourne came to life this September

with a full week of “Arts and Sea

Shanties”, as part of the IOW Festival

of the Sea. Fishbourne Art Group, the

RVYC, Quarr Abbey and the

Fishbourne pub all joined together to

host a week of local art, pottery and

sea/beach related produce and

products. Along with sea shanties, live

cooking displays and the unveiling of

new sculptures depicting the famous

boatbuilding history of Fishbourne

recreated by sculptor Kenneth Prust, a

Quarr News
Housing Needs Survey
A great big thank you to all the

households who completed and

returned the Housing Needs Survey

Questionnaires. A great big thank you

to the delivery and collection team

who badgered us to do it. This

achieved a 74% response rate which

we are advised by the IWC Planning

Unit is statistically very reliable.

The answers from the questionnaires

have been analysed and tabulated. The

Parish Planning Policy Committee are

preparing for discussions with the IWC

to ensure that the results of our

Housing Needs Survey Questionnaire

receive their correct weighting and that

the parishioners’ wishes are accurately

represented in the final edition of the

Housing Needs Survey Report. A draft

report has been prepared by the IWC to

assist us in this. It is the intention that a

copy of the completed survey will

eventually be delivered to all

households in the parish.

Representatives of the Parish Planning

Policy Committee attended a meeting

between the IWC and the Ryde TC

Planning Committee in August. The

purpose of the meeting was to

introduce the Ryde Council to the scope

of the Ryde Area Action Plan (RAAP).

Fishbourne Parish north of the A3048 is

within the boundaries of the Ryde Area

Action Plan although most of what

goes into the Fishbourne ‘Chapter’ of

the RAAP will also apply to those parts

of the parish south of the A3048. It was

very apparent that Fishbourne is now a

long way ahead of Ryde. We are com-

mencing a direct dialogue with the IWC

this month to agree the content of the

Fishbourne Chapter within the RAAP. It

is the intention that if we can get the

content of the Fishbourne Chapter

approved that this can be used as a

Supplementary Planning Document in

advance of the completion of the RAAP

which is not programmed to be

completed until late 2014 at the earliest.

Tony Ballard, Chairman of the

Fishbourne Planning Policy Committee

Fishbourne resident Patrick de Peyer

has been awarded a Community Award

by the Royal Yachting Association.

The award recognises, as an

outstanding contribution, Patrick’s

voluntary work to promote activities on

the water for people with disabilities.

More than ten years ago, Patrick and

other members of the Royal Victoria

Yacht Club founded Fishbourne

Sailability Club. Following its

expansion the Club moved to the

Cowes Corinthian Yacht Club and was

renamed Cowes Sailability Club.

Another notable role was as a principal

organiser of the RVYC Open Day for

people with disabilities.

The award (‘the MBE of the sport of

yachting’) is justified recognition of

Patrick’s hard work to establish and

develop the only sailability club on the

Island.

dedicated crew overcame the poor

weather to put on a good and

informative display. Events started on

Festival of the Sea

Sunday 15th and included talks by a

coastal gardener and a family beach

scavenge, and then throughout the

week there were other events including

beach yoga, wood-turning displays,

and spa treatments with Maatje

Newman. On the Wednesday we had

fish preparation displays and a week of

different dishes prepared and cooked

on the beach. All in all, a very

successful week and one that will grow

in popularity in the coming years.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
P a t r i c k

Royal

Yachting

Association

award to

Fishbourne

resident

The Southern Housing Group’s gardeners

The new display board on the beach


