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The centenary of the end of World War 
I caused the Parish Council to wonder 
about casualties from Fishbourne. 
Fishbourne is part of Binstead Parish 
and subsequent research has revealed 
that there is only one Fishbourne 
name on the Binstead War Memorial 
— that of Harry Clements, who was a 
Stoker First Class in the Royal Navy.  
He is also listed on the Havenstreet 
memorial. 

Harry Clements came from 
Northamptonshire and was born in 
Hartwell in 1888. His father, Alfred 
Clements, worked in the shoe industry 
but sometime between 1901 and 
1911 the family moved to Fishbourne 
and Alfred was listed as a domestic 
gardener in the 1911 census. They 
lived at no.1 Woodlands View, which 
is believed to be opposite the garage. 
Harry is not listed at that address in 
1911 so we do not know if he ever 
lived in the Parish. However, we do 
know from a short article in the County 
Press (15th February 1919) that Harry 

visited his parents, Alfred and Mary 
Ann, the Christmas before he died. He 
was serving on the minesweeper HMS 
Penarth on mine clearing operations in 
the North Sea when she was blown up 
on 4th February 1919. Harry is buried 
in the Harton Cemetery in South 
Shields. 

A wider search revealed that there 
is a Fishbourne man named on the 
Wootton war memorial. He is Bernard 
Hayles, whose father, Charles, was 
a boatbuilder and in 1911 owned 
the boatyard as he is listed as an 

Fishbourne Casualties in World War I
employer. Bernard was born in 
1881, the youngest of the four sons 
of Charles and his wife, Elizabeth. 
Bernard also had eight sisters, only 
one of whom was younger than 
him. In 1911, Charles was living in 
Fishbourne Lane, somewhere between 
‘The Fishbourne’ and the cottages 
opposite the garage, not far from 
the Clements. Bernard, a marine 
coppersmith, was married and living 
in Woolston, Southampton in 1911 
with his wife, Beatrice, and their three 
children. He may have worked at the 
Thornycroft shipyard which moved 
there in 1908. Bernard died on May 
16th 1915 in Haslar Naval Hospital and 
is buried in the graveyard there. At 
the time he was a Warrant Engineer 
in the Royal Naval Reserve and was 
nominally serving in HMS Victory. 
This means that he was working in 
Portsmouth Dockyard in some capacity 
at the time of his death.

The Parish Council is looking to 
commemorate the centenary of the 
end of World War I in November 
and to this end has purchased a 
commemorative bench to be installed 
on the Lower Green. We hope to 
hold an event on the afternoon of 
November 11th, so please look out for 

World War I Centenary
notices etc. The proposal is to have the 
Garden of Remembrance as usual but 
instead of just putting it up and placing 
our wreath in it, this year we will have 
a short service to mark the occasion.  
Either before or after, there will also 
be a short service of dedication of the 
bench.

Haslar Royal Naval Cemetery



With the autumnal weather drawing in, 
all at Quarr Abbey can warmly reflect 
on a wonderful summer season. With 
balmy temperatures aiding the yield 
from the vegetable plots, we enjoyed a 
bountiful harvest!

There has been a good yield from 
the vegetable plot this season. The 
berry fruits have been exceptional 
as have the beans and tomatoes and 
the cucumbers. We are currently 
bringing in the beautifully coloured 
pumpkins, squashes and gourds, 
a sure sign of autumn. The recent 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service was well 
attended and the sun shone for us on 
the day.

Regular visitors to Quarr will have 
seen that the Poultry Project is going 
well. We have lots of healthy hens and 
some super-looking cockerels. The 
girls are laying well and the eggs are 
still being sold in our farm shop. We 
are currently looking for a volunteer 
‘Handy Person’ (or two) to join the 
team to help with some of the routine 
maintenance around the hen houses 
and runs. Let me know (via your Parish 
Clerk, Sheila Caws) if you would like 
to help.

The bees have been very busy this 
summer and the honey harvest seems 
to be a good one. The honey has sold 
well in the farm shop. Our Apiarists 
have been busy throughout the season 
too, preventing or collecting swarms 
and generally checking that the bees 
are happy and healthy. The ‘Rearing 
Island Bees’ area is growing more 
productive too. The aim is to produce 
small colonies of bees in miniature 
hives called ‘Nucs’ and sell them 
to Island beekeepers. This will, it is 

hoped, reduce the amount of bees 
being bought from the mainland which 
may bring disease with them. 

We have recently heard the fantastic 
news that a tree within Quarr Abbey’s 
grounds has been shortlisted for ‘Tree 
of The Year’ 2018 by the Woodland 
Trust. ‘The Quarr Abbey Oak’ can be 
found growing amongst the Quarr 
Abbey ruins and can be seen from the 
bridleway. A brief history of the tree 
reveals that, founded in 1132, Quarr 
Abbey housed a group of Cistercian 
monks until the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries by Henry VIII in 1536. 
The Abbey was destroyed but an 
oak tree grew through the remains 
of the infirmary. The oak has three 
trunks, which join together to form a 
natural archway, mimicking the old 
infirmary window next to it. The oak 
has even grown up and around the last 
remnants of a stone wall, surrounding 
the masonry and slowly occluding the 
stones as it grows. This tree is not only 
a magnificent oak tree but it is also 
a marvellous time capsule of social 
history. A demonstration of how a tree 
can literally grow on what previous 
generations have built upon. 

Please go to woodlandtrust.org.
uk/treeoftheyear to vote for ‘The Quarr 
Abbey Oak’.

Quarr Abbey is very grateful to 
Fishbourne Parish Council for their 
kind contribution towards our East 
Wight Landscape Partnership ‘Down 
to the Coast’ grant bid, to relaunch the 
Volunteer Programme and improve 
volunteer facilities. We’ll keep you 
posted on the progress of the project.

Matt Noyce
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Data Protection
I am sure that most of you are only too 
well aware by now that Data Protection 
regulations changed back in May and 
as the Parish Council is registered with 
the Information Commission, we have 
to be careful how we manage any data 
that we hold. As it happens, we hold 
very little information on our residents 
as we do not hold any sensitive data 
or accept payments on-line and the 
only financial details held by us are 
mine as I do like to be paid regularly. 
I also have an up-to-date copy of the 
electoral register for the Parish.

With all this in mind and with a view 
to updating the lists, I e-mailed all 
the residents who were signed up for 
our three mailing lists – Residents’ 
Information, Agenda Distribution 
and Planning Applications – asking if 
they wished to remain on these lists. 
This was at the end of July and I did 
not receive as many responses as I 
expected. I can only assume that either 
the e-mail was overlooked or people 
no longer wish to receive information.  
If you still wish to be contacted or 
to register for one or more of the 
lists then please contact me on 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Sheila Caws – Parish Clerk

Quarr Abbey Gardens

PCSO Stephen Hull attended a recent 
meeting of the Parish Council to give 
an update on what is happening on 
the subject of crime and policing in 
our area. He recommended signing 
up to receive police alerts, which can 
give information on any suspicious 
activities, actual or potential crimes 
or ask for information. If you are 
interested then have a look at their 
website – www.iowalert.co.uk

Police Alerts



Royal Victoria Yacht Club — Autumn 2018
Champagne sailing over the weekend 
of 8/9th September 2018 brought a 
very busy summer sailing season 
to a climax with the Merrydown 
Regatta 2018. Over 48 boats jostled 
for positions for coveted trophies with 
six races on the water and shore-side 
entertainment kept the non-sailors 
happy. 

It has been a superb Race sailing 
calendar this year with very successful 
turnouts on Thursdays and Sundays 
for the TST and Wightlink series. The 
Optimist Traveller series on 12/13th 
May saw podium places for some of 
our RVYC cadets and visitors from 
the Rooster Southern circuit. The 
Autumn race calendar continues 
with the Harrison Black Series, Squib 
regatta and the Frostbite through till 
prizegiving.  

Adult sailing on a Wednesday was full 
to capacity with new members. Thanks 
to Fishbourne residents Sue Gee and 
Nigel Talbot for all their hard work 
in putting together this year’s adult 
sailing and to all the instructors, group 
leaders and volunteers who helped to 
make it a huge success.

Our cadet 2018 season is drawing to 
a close with 78 cadets battling mainly 
tide and no winds on a Friday night! 
Cadet Week in late August was a huge 

success with all 46 cadets gaining their 
RYA certificates and this year also saw 
five new Assistant Instructors and six 
new Dinghy Instructors on board. 

Other notable mentions for RVYC 
members have been selection for the 
Island Games 2019 for Charlie and 
Harry White and Alex Downer. Lendy 
Cowes week 2018 had a fleet of over 
99 Squibs and further congratulations 
go to Fishbourne resident Steve 
Warren Smith on Aquabat as National 
Squib Champion for 2018. 

Our annual Open Day for people with 
disabilities was another huge success 
on 30th June with over 190 guests, 
ranging in age from four to 90, who 
enjoyed the day and managed over 
450 people trips out on the Solent. 
Twelve boats were used – for the 
thrill-seekers on fast RIBs that went 
to Osborne Bay, to Victoria pottering 
up and down Wootton Creek. The 
longest waiting list was for Spirit of 
Scott Bader – the Disabled Sailing 
Association’s specialist wheelchair-
carrying yacht that supports the event 
every year. It was a magnificent sight 
to see this catamaran in full sail with 
so many smiling faces on board.

Off the water, members have enjoyed 
Ladies Lunches, themed catering 
events along with the Summer Ball 

and Commodore’s Cocktails – now a 
distant memory! The Clubhouse has 
hosted many visiting boats enjoying 
the vintage summer weather too. It 
does not stop now the sun is going 
in, with the Winter Talks starting on 
17th October. Don’t forget the Club 
Fireworks on 2nd November and Prize 
giving and Carols on 16th December 
2018.

We look forward to welcoming all 
Fishbourne residents to the Club for 
any of our sailing and social functions 
so please call Rachael in the office on 
882325 with any enquiries or visit the 
website on www.rvyc.org.uk. 

Most people love squirrels and we 
are particularly lucky that we have 
red ones here on the Island. However, 
concern has been raised about the 
numbers being killed on the roads 
in the Parish. The Parish Council has 
requested more squirrel alert signs 
on our roads but part of the problem 
is that householders like to see 
squirrels in their gardens and feed 
them. For example, squirrels are killed 
all the way from the traffic lights at 
Fishbourne Lane to the bottom of Kite 
Hill as they are fed in gardens on both 
sides of the road. However, as they 
also cross the roads in order to find 
mates and their own space, food is 
not the only problem and the Parish 
Council certainly does not wish to 
dissuade residents from feeding them.  
Incidentally, if you do feed them then 

Squirrels

they need a variety of food, not just 
peanuts. Hazelnuts, filberts, pine nuts, 
walnuts, sunflower seeds, coconut 
and fruit will provide a varied and 
healthier diet. NEVER feed brazil nuts 
or fatballs! There is plenty of advice on 
the IW Red Squirrel Trust’s website at 
http://www.wightsquirrels.co.uk/Red-
Squirrel-Feeding.html

A squirrel bridge or bridges would 
seem to be the answer and so the 
Parish Council sought advice from the 
Trust and received the following:

To put one by the traffic lights would 
mean spanning a wide open space. 
Buzzards are picking off squirrels who 
cross such open spaces without cover 
and the updraft from big vehicles 
could knock them off an open bridge, 
so an enclosed tube-like bridge would 
be needed. Cover from an insurance 
company would be required, as would 
landowner permission to either use 
trees or place poles to anchor the 
bridge. Food hoppers placed high up 
would need to be filled regularly as 
well, so someone with commitment 
and a head for heights is essential.  
The bridge must be 20’ (six metres) 
above the road.

The Trust does not have the resources 
to provide bridges and the insurance 
costs would be very expensive as the 
bridge would have to be inspected 
regularly, possibly monthly, and to 
do this would require a fire engine 
or a cherry-picker. The Fire Service 
has enough to do without checking 
squirrel bridges and hiring a cherry-
picker would become prohibitively 
expensive. Therefore, the Parish 
Council reluctantly abandoned the 
idea. 

Island Roads have agreed to leave 
trees meeting across certain roads 
so that squirrels can cross safely.  
This would not work everywhere in 
Fishbourne of course but in Kite Hill 
some trees do almost meet and so 
garden owners in those locations 
might like to consider putting feeders 
up higher in their trees to encourage 
the squirrels to cross at a safe point.  
The problem, of course, is how to keep 
the feeders full and so a system of 
ropes and pulleys might be required.  
Unfortunately, it would appear that we 
cannot keep squirrels safe everywhere 
but we can ask that they be given 
some help.

Sheila Caws



Dates of Parish 
Council Meetings 
for 2018/19
Please note that ALL meetings will 
be held at the Royal Victoria Yacht 
Club.

Thurs 18 October 7pm
Thurs 8 November 7pm
Thurs 13 December 7pm
2019
Thurs 10 January 7pm

Planning Committee meetings will 
be convened as required.

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Patrick Tobin Councillor 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: ptobin1@btinternet.com

Simon Dennis Vice-Chairman 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: 
simondennisfpc@hotmail.com

Denise Kilpatrick Councillor 
Tel: 07970 830716 
E-mail: denise.kilpatrick59@gmail.
com

Sue Honeywill Councillor 
E-mail: susanhoneywill@hotmail.
com

Sheila Caws Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07756 895922 
E-mail: 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com

John Kilpatrick IOW Ward 
Councillor 
Tel: 611212 
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

Priority Services 
Register
SSEN and Southern Water

Having just read my article for the 
last newsletter, I see that there are 
one or two outstanding issues.  
Wightlink queues and parking seem 
to be permanently ongoing but we 
do not seem to have had a repeat of 
the complete chaos of virtually every 
weekend that we had last summer. 
Maybe the combination of the boards 
and the extra entrances is having an 
effect (although not always) and they 
have not been without their issues. It 
sometimes seems that Wightlink are 
not always using enough entrance 
lanes but one of their problems is that 
they cannot easily see far enough up 
the Lane to know what is happening 
and so they are working on ways of 
remedying this, other than constantly 
sending a member of staff up to have 
a look. The Parish Council is also 
requesting extra Police or Parking 
Service presence at times that are 
known to be busy e.g. Friday and 
Saturday afternoons. We can only wait 
to see if any of this comes to fruition.

A plea was made for various 
volunteers for the Wootton Creek 
Fairway Association, the Planning 
Committee, neighbourhood 
representatives and for help with the 
WWI centenary. I am sorry to have to 
report that we only had one volunteer 
and that was for the WCFA.  With 
regard to the WWI events, we asked 
the organisers of the Royal Wedding 
party to have a look at the possibilities 
and they were kind enough to 

report back, so see elsewhere in this 
Newsletter for our plans and keep an 
eye on the noticeboards and website. 
Talking of the Royal Wedding Party, 
it was a success and our thanks go 
to the organisers for their hard work 
in making it so. The Parish Council’s 
contribution was to pay for the hire of 
the screens and also the toilets.

Whilst on the subject of Parish Council 
contributions, a dog waste bin has 
been paid for by the PC and installed 
near the car park at Quarr Abbey. 
Both we and the Abbey hope that it 
will be well-used. There are also bins 
at the Fishbourne Lane and Binstead 
ends of that footpath, as well as the 
one on the Lower Green, so please do 
your bit and make the dog-poo fairy 
redundant as (s)he does not seem to 
be very good at spotting the bags left 
hanging in the bushes and we would 
much rather that the bags were put 
in the bins in the first place or taken 
home. This applies to all the footpaths 
and pavements in the Parish and, as 
always, the majority are conscientious 
and it is the few who do not seem to 
care. 

On a more pleasant note, our 
Chairman seems to be making a habit 
of brushing shoulders with royalty this 
year and the summer was the best one 
we have had for years, weather-wise, 
so lets hope that the next few months 
are equally pleasant.

Sheila

Clerk’s Corner

There have been a few private firework 
displays over the summer, which is 
perfectly legal. However, one was quite 
late at night and others have been 
quite loud and caused distress to pets.  
The Parish Council is not a killjoy and 
has no desire to curb such activities so 
all that we ask is, if you are planning to 
have private display, please could you 
speak to your neighbours and also let 
the Parish Council know so that we can 
pass the word around. Pet owners will 
then have the opportunity to keep their 
pets indoors or take them away whilst 
the display is going on. The noise 
created by fireworks can carry a long 
way and some pets are of a nervous 
disposition. Please think of other 
residents and then we can all enjoy the 
displays.

The Clerk can be contacted on 07756 
895922 or fishbournepc@btinternet.
com 

Fireworks

Scottish and Southern Energy 
Networks are currently in the process 
of driving a collaborative relationship 
with their Water Utility colleagues 
throughout the South East area and 
they would like to work on a targeted 
campaign on the Isle of Wight. They 
are looking to reach the residents 
who could benefit from their Priority 
Services Register, which is absolutely 
free and helps provide assistance 
to residents when there is a power 
or water outage (they are currently 
working with Southern Water). The 
residents who would particularly 
benefit are the elderly, adults 
and children with vulnerabilities/ 
disabilities, parents/guardians with 
children under five and young 
carers. To get an idea of the support 
we offer please see the link to their 
website – https://www.ssen.co.uk/
PriorityServices/


