
Clerk's Report – October 2019 

The planning application for 107 Fishbourne Lane has been granted.   

I attended a meeting organised by IWALC regarding housing on the Island.  It was a 
question and answer session and the panel included Ollie Boulter from Planning 
plus the IWC officer responsible for empty housing, a representative from Southern 
Water and two from the local NHS Clinical Commissioning Group, Ashley Curzon 
(who I believe is with the Regeneration team) and last but not least, Bob Seely MP.  
There was a good range of representatives from various town and parish councils 
and the meeting was lively.  Topics covered included the usual queries about roads, 
traffic, hospitals and the inability of Planning to be able to insist on type and 
number of houses to be built.  Other subjects covered were s106 monies, empty 
homes and potential water shortages.  The general gist was that the number of 
houses as currently in the Island Plan is unsustainable and our MP is quite 
passionate about getting the Government to listen to the local people who have the 
knowledge and to have the number reduced. 

I also attended the quarterly IW Council/IWALC seminar.  The subjects under 

discussion there were also housing plus Brexit and next year’s IWC budget. 

Cllr Honeywill was going to attend the first of a three-week training course for new 
councillors last night but unfortunately she was unwell.  I have been to an 
introductory session on the new website accessibility regulations for town and 
parish councils, which will come into force next year – not exactly scintillating but 
essential. 

It has been a busy month what with all the events above, not to mention having to 
hold extra meetings to deal with some of the business that could not be covered at 
last month’s meeting.  Finally, interviews were held last week and my successor 
has been appointed, subject to suitable references but, at the risk of jumping the 
gun, your new Clerk will be Mrs Maxine Warr, who was previously the Clerk at 
Newport and is currently the IWALC Administrative Officer.  She will bring a wealth 
of experience to the Parish and you will be in very safe hands.  

Sheila 

 


