
Fishbourne
Parish Newsletter
Issue No 45  April 2020

I am sure that all residents of our 
lovely Fishbourne Parish are as keen 
as the Parish Councillors, to protect 
and enhance it for future generations. 
In fact it is for this reason that most of 
us volunteered to be councillors!

There are a number of ways in which 
we can all achieve this, but the 
following might be of interest.

Litter is unsightly and damaging to the 
environment. In partnership with the 
Great British Spring Clean (20th March 
to 13th April) we can all get out and 
about and litter pick in our locality. The 
IOW council in conjunction with Amey 
will provide bags etc; just give waste 
services a call on 01983 823777 for 
more information. Alternatively grab a 
bag and some gloves when you go out 

A Cleaner, Greener Parish
for some fresh air, and see how much 
rubbish you can find. 

Parish Councils can apply for 
batches of indigenous trees from 
the Woodland Trust at no cost. This 
is a fantastic opportunity. However, 
they come in large bundles so it 
is necessary to identify where and 
by whom they will be planted. The 
Parish Council is in discussion with 
Quarr Abbey and the RVYC, to see if 
these might be possible sites, but if 
residents have space or would like 
to be involved please speak to your 
Parish clerk. More trees in the right 
locations will add to biodiversity, soak 
up CO2 and water and be beautiful for 
generations to come.

Getting involved and becoming an 

RVYC to Celebrate its 175th anniversary
RVYC is celebrating its 175th 
anniversary this year. Founded on 
Queen Victoria’s birthday, 24 May 
1845, the club was based at what 
is now the majestic Prince Consort 
building on Ryde’s seafront. By the 
1950s the club was in decline with little 
activity and a union with Fishbourne 
and Wootton Creek SCs and a move to 
Fishbourne, breathed new life in the 
new club and it continues to flourish

Nigel Gee demonstrates to Cadets the 
principles of testing hull shapes in a tank

area representative within the parish 
is another way to help preserve your 
community. Ashlake Copse Rd and 
Ashlake Farm Lane and The Bolton’s 
have residents groups but we seldom 
hear from Kite Hill, Barge Lane or 
the Firestone Glade area. Being 
vigilant, looking out for neighbours 
and reporting antisocial behaviour 
promptly could avoid more serious 
damage and be a hugely positive thing.

The Parish Council is your Parish 
council, but they need the residents to 
be their eyes and ears and help them 
work for the greater good.

Fishbourne has it all, beautiful 
woodland, beaches, greens, the creek 
....Lets make it even better, together. 

Sarah Talbot

“There were a host of events planned 
to mark this milestone focussing on 
the weekend of 23 to 25 May with a 
special anniversary race, a fleet review 
and on-shore social events”, said new 
Commodore, Chris Rickman. “Sadly, 
the current situation has put all these 
events on hold.  But, be assured, 
we will be celebrating this special 
anniversary either later this year or in 
2021, depending on the situation.”

The Club had planned to invite 
as many former club officers and 
members to join them on 24 May to 
help celebrate this special occasion.  If 
you were, or someone you know was, 
a member of RVYC and would like to 
share their memories of their time at 
the club,  please contact Helen Vrba on 
07969-850986 or email 
vicecommodore@ 
rvyc.org.uk. You can 
also contact the club 
office on 882325 or 
email office@rvyc.org.
uk. If you have any 
photographs of the 
club or past events, 
the club would like to 
add them to a display 

and is happy to copy and return them 
to you if you don’t have electronic 
versions.

The 2020 sailing season was due to 
get off to its traditional start with the 
Commissioning Cup race on Sunday 
29 March.

However, due to the latest government 
announcement, the club has closed 
and all our planned sailing events, 
cadet activities and the new adult 
sailing course are on hold. “We’ll 
endeavour to keep you updated and 
to return to normal club operations 
at the earliest time we can. We would 
like to thank you for your patience 
and understanding in this unfortunate 
but serious situation”, said the 
Commodore.

All events and dates in this edition of the Parish Newsletter are subject to change in the current situation. 
Please check the Fishbourne Parish website and the Parish noticeboards for more up-to-date information. 



Nature Notes
What to see in March

Not a rubbish 
evening’ 
gives energy 
saving tips...
A well-attended and informative talk 
was given by representatives from 
Amey, Isle of Wight waste contractor, 
and The Footprint Trust at the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club on Friday 28th 
February .

The good news is that the Isle of Wight 

The current enforced changes to our 
lifestyle as a result of Coronavirus/ 
COVID-19 is causing a negative impact 
to our lives. With people self isolating 
it is vital that they are still kept in 
contact with the rest of the community, 
albeit from a distance.

Nature can provide a perfect solution 
as we can all enjoy it from our 
gardens or even looking out of the 
window at the outside world. It is an 
all encompassing subject which can 
provide relief to the current situation 
especially at this time of the year. 
Whether it is enjoying listening to the 
birdsong, watching the tender new 
leaves open on your local tree or a 
chance encounter with a red squirrel 
in the woods, nature can provide that 
uplifting moment to cherish and store 
in your memory when things look 
bleak.

There are also many positive 
contributions to nature which we can 
make while we are confined to self 
isolation or while we exercise within 
the social distancing guidelines.

You could make positive changes to 
your garden to benefit wildlife. The 
RSPB website has a load of brilliant 
ideas which will make an impact to 
the wildlife visiting your garden and 
ensure their survival in your area.

There is also the opportunity to 
become a ‘citizen scientist’! It would 
be brilliant if you made a note of the 
wildlife in your garden, what you see 
from your window or when you are 
outdoors. If you have a computer or 
a mobile device (e.g phone or tablet) 
you can enter your sightings using 
BirdTrack, a free online and in-field 
tool. You can find out more at https://
www.bto.org/our-science/projects/
birdtrack . Although primarily for bird 
sightings it also covers other species 
groups. 

Alternatively if you just want to record 
what you see in your garden, there is 
the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 
Garden BirdWatch survey. For more 
details please go to https://www.bto.
org/our-science/projects/gbw 

For those without a computer or 
mobile phone you can send me your 
paper records and I will enter them 
into our county records on your behalf. 
All I need is the species name, where 
and when you saw it and approx how 
many of the species you saw along 
with your name and address. My 
address is:- 21 Hillcrest Road, Rookley, 
Ventnor, I.W PO38 3PB.  

What to look out for in April

April is an exciting month in nature’s 
calendar as our winter visitors have 
left and the summer migrants are 
arriving. Look out for Wheatear early 
morning along the coast as they pause 
to feed up after their journey from 
Africa. They have a white rump which 

is very distinctive when they fly low in 
front of you and earned them the less 
than complimentary country name 
“white arse”! 

Chiffchaff, Whitethroat and Blackcap 
will be singing in scrub and woodland 
while look to the skies for the first 
Swallow and House Martin. There is 
also the chance of a passing Osprey 
as it flies north while a summer 
plumaged Great Crested Grebe has 
been seen recently in Wootton Creek. 

Insects are also emerging during this 
month with male Brimstone butterflies 
dashing about the rides showing a 
flash of yellow as they search for 
females. Another exotic insect on the 
wing which can turn up in woods and 
gardens is the bee-fly. They are seen 
busily hovering above early flowering 
plants like primroses using their long 
proboscis to extract the nectar and 
pollinate the plants. We have two 
species on the island in April: the more 
abundant Dark-edged Bee-fly and the 
Dotted Bee-fly (see photo above). Both 
species can be seen in the woods at 
Firestone and Briddlesford. 

You can enter any sightings with a 
photo to Bee-fly watch 2020 at https://
www.dipterists.org.uk/bee-fly-watch

Take care, engage with nature safely 
and most of all enjoy every moment.

Jim Baldwin

Wheatears. Female is in the middle with males on either side.                   Photo: Jim Baldwin

Dotted Bee-fly                 Photos: Jim Baldwin

has one of the top recycling rates in 
England, and is set to become one of 
the top in the Country. The community 
on the Island has really got behind this 
initiative.

The Footprint Trust is an Isle of 
Wight educational charity which 
offers a free service to help most 
Island householders reduce their 
fuel and water bills by about £200 
pa. It also works in schools and 
local communites, encouraging 
enviornmental awareness and waste 
reduction.

Last year they helped save Islanders 
some £100,000 and cut carbon dioxide 
emissions by some 500 tonnes. 
Their important work is funded by 
donations, grants and support from 
local parish councils.

For FREE IMPARTIAL information 
on how you can save money on 
your fuel and water bills  Contact: 
Ray Harrington-Vail of The Footprint 
Trust on 01983 822282 or email 
info@footprint-trust.co.uk

You can also follow them on Facebook 
and twitter.



The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

In light of the statement from 
the government concerning  
Coronavirus, asking the over 
70s and vulnerable folk to self 
isolate a Community Action/
Support Group is being set up 
to help out. 

If you are in one of these 
categories and need some 
support, or you are willing 
to be a volunteer and 
offer support, please ring 
Sarah Talbot on 07772 
165000 or Maxine Warr 
on 07815 990019 (e-mail: 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com) 
and give your phone/contact 
details.

Areas of help might be 
shopping, collection of 
medication, dog walking or 
even a chat on the phone.

Clerk’s Corner
I have now been in post for nearly five 
months and am thoroughly enjoying 
getting to know the area and residents 
– doesn’t time fly??

You may have been aware some years 
ago the Parish Council was trying to 
get the notice board in Elenors Grove 
moved to alongside the bus shelter, 
close to the junction of Fishbourne 
Lane. We are now several steps closer 
to this happening and are awaiting 
planning approval from the IWC. 

It has also been agreed to take over 
the dilapidated notice board in 
Fishbourne Lane, so once this has 
been refurbished it should be another 
useful information point for residents.

Still on the information front we will 
soon have a new website! The old 
one has become tired and with new 
website accessibility rules due in 
September, this seemed the ideal time 
for a revamp.

Maxine Warr

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by May 17th at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Although all meetings and services of 
public worship have been suspended 
during the current crisis, in line with 
the government’s strong advice, Holy 
Cross church remains very active 
with Veronica, the parish priest, and 
members of the church congregation 
seeking new and imaginative ways in 
which we can continue the church’s 
mission to serve the needs of the 
people of Fishbourne and Binstead.  

All members of the church’s 
congregation have been assigned 
to someone on the pastoral team, 
who will contact them regularly by 
phone or social media to check on 
their wellbeing, to keep them up to 
date with what is going on in the 
community and to keep Veronica 
aware of any needs that emerge 
over the coming weeks (if you want 
to be included just let us know).  A 
helpful booklet on ‘How to pray at 
home when you can’t go to church’ 

(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

Fresh Milk 
Tel: 643067 Mob:  077155 20680 
Vicky Gallop will deliver on Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Milk, Bread, Vegetables Etc. 
Milk And More Tel: 0345 606 3606 
website: milkandmore.co.uk 
Will deliver milk, bread, veggies etc.

Fresh fruit and vegetables (and 
much more) 
The Barrow Boys Tel: 566636 
Web: barrowboyiw.co.uk 
Free deliveries; orders by midday, 
(Min. £8) and deliveries after 3.30 p.m. 
Please note that in the present crisis, 
some products might be in short 
supply

Door-to-door 
Deliveries

Wight Milk Shed, 
Coppid Hill Farm, Havenstreet

Tel: 882489 (24 hour service) 
website: chfwightmilk.com

Milk, butter, eggs, potatoes, bread, 
jams, etc.

There is an honesty box, so please 
take correct money.

Come and collect

has been prepared and will shortly 
be distributed (available by email on 
request and on the church website).

The church building will continue to be 
open for private prayer and reflection 
every day and Veronica will pray each 
day in one of the four churches for 
which she is responsible for the needs 
of the parishes.  Marriage and funeral 
services are still allowed to take place 
in church, but only with a strictly 
limited number of people attending 
because of the requirement for social 
distancing.  It is planned that other 
services, especially Holy Communion 
services, will be streamed from behind 
closed doors once the technical 
challenges have been fully mastered 
(check on the website to find when this 
starts). 

Veronica and the members of the 
ministry team at Holy Cross are 
available at any time; if you need 
to seek help, consolation or prayer, 
or just want a chat, please don’t 
hesitate to be in touch (see www.
holycrossbinstead.org.uk for contact 
details).  Meantime we pray that we 
will all keep well during this crisis and 
emerge from it having experienced 
the very best of human nature and the 
power of God’s love for each of us.

Rodney Fox (Fishbourne resident, 
Reader at Holy Cross, currently 
confined to home on grounds of age 
but still able to answer the telephone 
on 882291!)

Quarr Abbey is also open for prayer 
and contemplation.

Hopefully!



Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Simon Dennis Vice-Chairman 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: simondennisfpc@hotmail.com

Sue Honeywill Councillor 
Responsibility IWALK/Newsletter 
E-mail: susanhoneywill@hotmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899992 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Patrick Tobin Councillor 
Tel: 07923 497652 
E-mail: ptobin1@btinternet.com

Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07815 990019 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

John Kilpatrick IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel: 611212 
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

A1 Sean Thrippleton 
Garage door specialists, supply 
automatic gates, roller shutters, same 
day repairs. Tel: 884600 
www.a1specialists.co.uk

Amber 
Experienced beauty therapist, 
using natural skin care products;  
facials, massage, tinting, manicures, 
pedicures  
Tel: 643643. Mob: 0778 9716422

Blue Lamp Security 
Provides free home safety and 
security advice for the vulnerable. 
Will fit locks, spy holes, alarms, 
smoke detectors. 
Tel: 0300 777 0157 
www.bluelamptrust.org.uk

Rob Fraser 
Design, landscaping and small 
construction jobs, including 
bathrooms and kitchens. 
Tel: 07484 722337 
e-mail: bobfraser@cfft.uk

One2Sew Chris 
Curtains, alterations, embroidery gifts 
Tel: 07717 811541

Hartwood Tree Care Christian Hart 
Qualified Arborist and Tree Surgeon. 
All aspects of tree work undertaken. 
Tel: 716885 or 07717 248057

Little Zebra Services 
Professional help with tax returns, 
book keeping, payroll services 
Dawn Andrews. MAAT FCCA 
Tel: 882462 or 07876 404042 
e-mail: Andrr124@aol.com

The Olive Tree Jo Michelmore 
Natural holistic therapies offering 
aromatherapy, deep tissue massages, 
facials, reflexology. Organic products 
Tel: 07435 955506 
www.theolivetreetherapies.co.uk 
e-mail: theolivetreeholistic@gmail.com

Rebel Marine Matthew Randall 
Skippered RIB and power boat 
charters. RYA training centre. Paddle 
board sales, boatyard services, 
storage (small boats). 
Tel: 07495 234444 
www.rebelmarine.co.uk

Stewart and Lee Newnham 
Experienced handymen; plumbing, 
boilers, electrics, pipework, air con, 
green energy, garden/house repairs 
Tel: 882077. Mob. 07817 856004 
e-mail: pegasus0072005@aol.com

Angie White 
All aspects of hairdressing and hair 
treatments. Committed to providing 
excellence and skill. 
Tel: 0797 1529 140

If anyone wants to be added to the 
list, please contact Jane Pearson, Tel: 
884138 
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

Small Businesses in 
our area you may 
wish to use
This letter aims to provide information 
for the local community

Kite Hill News
The Parish Council has been 
considering a number of matters 
which relate to the Kite Hill/Wootton 
Creek end of our parish and we always 
welcome comments or contributions 
from residents of Kite Hill, Barge Lane, 
The Boltons, Firestone Copse Road, 
Firestone Glade, Ashlake Farm Lane, 
Ashlake Copse Lane as well as Elenors 
Grove and Oaklands Close. 

Over the last few months your Parish 
Council has been in discussions with 
Island Roads regarding potential 
improvements to the footpaths and 
crossing at the junction of Firestone 
Copse Road and Kite Hill, the original 
request for which was brought to 
one of our monthly meetings by a 
concerned resident. The Parish Council 
has submitted a proposal to Island 
Roads, and we have asked them for 
indicative costs for the work.  

The Parish Council has also considered 
a number of planning applications 
at this end of the Parish and we are 
pleased to report that our concerns are 
generally taken into account by the Isle 
of Wight Council.

The speed of traffic is regularly raised 
by residents across the Parish, and 
the Parish Council is pleased to report 
that regular speed check exercises are 
carried out by the police on Kite Hill 
and Elenors Grove. 

If any residents have a concern which 
they would like to raise with the Parish 
Council then everyone is welcome to 
the Parish Council meetings which 
usually take place on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7pm at the 
Royal Victoria Yacht Club. In addition 
to this, the Parish Clerk and one or 
two Councillors also hold a weekly 
surgery from 10am until 10.30am on 
Tuesdays at Royal Victoria Yacht Club. 
If attending meetings is not convenient 
then residents from the Kite Hill area 
would also be welcome to email Cllr 
Ed Hopper, who lives at this end of the 
Parish, at ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com.

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Dates of Parish 
Council Meetings 
for 2020
Following advice from the National 
Association we will not be having 
our monthly Parish Council 
meetings, but will continue to 
handle urgent business through 
electronic communications.

Surgeries will now be on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays on the RVYC 
balcony. Anyone who attends 
will comply with social distancing 
guidelines.


