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Your Parish needs you
Have you considered becoming
a Parish Councillor?
We need two councillors to ﬁll
vacancies on the Council. It is always
rewarding when we can achieve
positive change in our community,
even if the process can sometimes be
frustrating. Some things take time,
and it may appear that we are doing
nothing, but we are trying to make a
difference for the good of Fishbourne
Parish, and a lot goes on behind the
scenes!!
The main responsibility is to attend
Parish Meetings once a month on
Thursday evenings (the second
Thursday in the month) and to raise
any issues affecting residents in

your area. We also have surgeries
on a Tuesday morning (currently not
running) which is a chance for any
resident to come and talk to us and a
general natter over issues within the
Parish. It is very informal. Councillors
attend various forums/meetings, but
many hands make light work, and
these responsibilities are shared out.
We are particularly keen to have a
Councillor from the Firestone Copse
Road/Glade area so that all parts
of the Fishbourne community are
represented. We can provide free
training in all matters, and there
is a general course on the role of
Parish/Town Councillors. So please
consider if you would like to help our
community and contact myself or the

Parish Clerk or any of the Councillors,
if you have any questions.
Wightlink’s ferry operations have
been causing an increased parking
problem at the lower green, where
commuters are parking, and people
are waiting for passengers. Cars have
also been stopping at the top of the
terminal. I (along with Ryde Town
Council) contacted Wightlink urging
them to reinstate the Fastcat service.
The response was that passenger
travel was only at 15% of the volume
prior to the lockdown, which I found
surprising. After submitting this report
we learn that the Fastcat service will
resume on 31st July. We hope this will
ease some of the parking issues.
Malcolm Hector
is preparing for another ﬁrst-time
event – Friday Family Sailing, which
is proving so popular, all the on-thewater slots were fully booked.

RVYC News

The club is trialling new systems for
pre-booking and putting into practice
all the Covid-19 guidelines and
working on feedback where they can.
Many thanks to everyone for your
patience and also your participation.

With its complement of staff
furloughed and the club in lockdown,
it’s been a difﬁcult time for the
ofﬁcers and committee members.
Their hard work enabled members to
take advantage of the relaxation in
lockdown back in June for recreational
sailing. The next step was to enable
more supported sailing in-line with
Government guidelines – and Simply
Sailing on Saturday 11 July was the
club’s ﬁrst post-lockdown ‘organised’
event and was a huge success with
over 20 boats taking part. With risk
assessments in place to cover all

aspects of the club’s on-the-water
activities – the safety of members is
the club’s priority.
It was quite strange to have the ﬁrst
race of the 2020 season in July but
the ﬁrst of the new summer series
attracted a good number of entries,
from cruisers and Squibs to a variety
of RS dinghies. Further races in this
series are planned through July and
August and it is hoped to return
to the original 2020 programme in
September
As this article goes to print, the club

A temporary ‘pop-up’ bar is operating
from the snug door to outside. The
bar has a slightly limited offering of
bottled beers, wine and cider, premixed cans of G&T and Pimms, nonalcoholic drinks and coffee, and some
snacks. Payment is by contactless card
only. Please be kind and patient – all
those stafﬁng the bar are volunteers.
Bar hours are limited – usually around
racing and on-the-water activities.
Please check the website.
A pop-up bar and now . . . the popup kitchen! Club members, Guy and
JoJo Scott, normally work in the ﬁlm
industry, providing on-set catering
to actors, directors, producers, and
all involved in ﬁlm production.
Obviously, there’s no ﬁlming taking
place now so they’ve offered to help
out while club staff are furloughed.
Again, there are limited opening hours
so it’s best to check the website.
Helen Vrba

Cryptic Crossword
By Gen Liege

5. To search quickly through
something confused ﬂier (5)
8. Relisting got muddled for hoisting
down at the 13 across
9. Needlework on the radio hit the note
(3)
10. Bletchley cryptanalyst loses string
in Italian city (5)
12. Walked sideways and caught
shellﬁsh on Fishbourne beach (7)
13. Regal Queen is the social hub of
Fishbourne ( 5,8)
15. Sounds like Old Boy had a
plumbing problem – or perhaps just a
slash! (7)
17. Compassion found in two Greek
letters (5)

1st correct answer drawn from a hat
by Glen Liege will receive a bottle of
Champagne donated by the same.

Across
1. Sounds like it doesn’t hurt too much when
back over the bridge from Fishbourne (7)

19. The muddled lie of the security
service (3)
20. Top of consecration table found in
16, 18 Down (5,4)
22. Boat goes at the speed of light
down at the 13 across (5)
23. Gentlewoman has time for feast (4,3)

Down
1. Seeing a change of direction for the
Island (5)
2. Up the Creek without this (3)
3. Cure your headache by changing on
telly in the USA (7)
4. Cancellation and altering without a
muddled deliberate action (13)
5. A star converted to a Jamaican
religion (5)
6. Our parish no longer upper class
when carried away by Alewife (4,5)
7. Unchained spiny anteater (7)
11. Earnings from selling Club
neckwear at 13 across? (9)
13. A mixed ol’ forum is what is hoped
for at the Parish council AGM! (7)
14. Red Tape changed and slowly
disappeared (7)
16,18 Babe found in quarry used to
build a local landmark (5,5)
Answers to sarah.talbot44@btinternet.
com by 15th August.

Quiz

Puzzles by Charlotte Andrews

1. Before 2012, when was the
Olympics last held in the UK?
2. Where are the Commonwealth
Games being held in 2022?
3. How many days did it take Sir Robin
Knox Johnson to sail around the world?
4. Trent Grimsey holds the record for
the fastest channel swim but how long
did it take him?
5. Which English Pop Group had hits
including ‘Shine’ ‘Never Forget’ and
‘Relight my ﬁre’?
6. In which year was the song
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ released?
7. The bordering countries to
Myanmar are China, Laos, Thailand
and which other two?
8. How many countries are there in
Africa?
9. The ‘famous ﬁve’ are a group
composed of George, Julian, Timmy
and which other two?
10. Which book did Michael Morpurgo
write in 1999 involving the main
character Michael being washed up on
an island in the Paciﬁc?
11. The Normandy Landings, better
known as D-Day took place on what
date?
12. In which year was King Henry VIII
born?
13. If you were born on Christmas Day,
what would your zodiac sign be?
14. If you had ‘Aquamarine’ as your
birthstone, which month were you born?
15. If you were born in August, what
would your birthstone be?

Answers to Quiz:
1. 1948
2. Birmingham
3. 312
4. 6 hours 55
minutes
5. Take That
6. 1975
7. Bangladesh and
India
8. 54
9. Anne and Dick
10. Kensuke’s
Kingdom
11. 6th June 1944
12. 1491
13. Capricorn
14. March
15. Peridot

Door-to-door
Deliveries
Fresh Milk

Tel: 643067 Mob: 077155 20680
Vicky Gallop will deliver on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Milk, Bread, Vegetables Etc.
Milk And More Tel: 0345 606 3606
website: milkandmore.co.uk
Will deliver milk, bread, veggies etc.
The Abbeyﬁeld Ryde Society Ltd
The Abbeyﬁeld Ryde Society was
formed in 1965 and provides ‘home
from home’ accommodation for
older people wishing to remain
independent, but looking for additional
peace of mind. As a registered charity,
the Society provides accomodation on
a ‘not for proﬁt’ basis.
The Society has two homes located on
Queens Road in Ryde. Our 15 rooms
provide residents with studio style
accommodation including a selfcontained kitchen area and en-suite
shower facilities.
Residents enjoy two healthy and
delicious meals a day. Our qualiﬁed
cooks pride themselves on providing
excellent food which is all freshly
prepared and cooked within the home.
Meal times at our homes are very
important to us as it is when the whole

The Church of the
Holy Cross, Binstead
(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)
You may be aware that church
buildings are now permitted to be
open both for individual prayer and
for public worship, but only provided
that they comply with government
guidance to protect everyone from
possible infection. Three churches are
now open for private prayer – Holy
Cross on Sundays and Thursdays
from 10am to 5pm, St Peter’s on
Tuesdays and Saturdays, and St
Edmund’s every day from 9am to 5pm,
except on Fridays when it opens at
10am.
We are planning to resume services

house gets together – a time to have
a chat whilst enjoying great food and
great company.
Both of our homes have a live in
House Manager, which helps to
create a friendly, family atmosphere
where residents can enjoy the
security of sheltered accommodation
whilst still being able to retain their
independence.
We are supported by a group of
volunteers who befriend our residents
with weekly visits and various
activities. Our aim is to provide a
warm and welcoming home, and to
enable our residents to live happy and
stress-free lives.
If you would like to know more
about our homes, please contact
us on 563540, or email abbeyﬁeldryde@abbeyﬁeld.com
on Sundays in all four churches from
16th August. The ﬁrst Sunday service
in Holy Cross will be a said service of
Holy Communion at 9.30am. For the
time being, safety guidance prohibits
singing and imposes limitations on
numbers to enable social distancing.
All services will therefore need to be
said rather than sung, pre-recorded
music. Because of the restriction on
numbers, those wishing to do so will
need to book in advance. Full details
on how to do this for each of the
churches, will be set out on the parish
websites (www.holycrossbinstead.
org.co; www.stpeterhavenstreet.org.
co; www.cofeparishofwoottonbridge.
org.co) from the start of August. We
will continue to provide online videorecorded services every Sunday for
the beneﬁt of our online congregation,
as well as for those who are unable or
not yet ready to come to the churches.
Details can be found in the weekly pew
sheets that are posted on the websites
every Saturday evening.
Though wonderful to be resuming
worship in our churches, the current
limitations will mean that it is going to
be a somewhat novel, but hopefully a
no less joyful and uplifting, experience.

Fresh fruit and vegetables (and

much more)
The Barrow Boys
Tel: 566636
Web: barrowboyiw.co.uk
Free deliveries; orders by midday,
(Min. £8) and deliveries after 3.30p.m.
Please note that in the present crisis,
some products might be in short
supply

Come and collect
Wight Milk Shed,

Coppid Hill Farm, Havenstreet
Tel: 882489 (24 hour service)
website: chfwightmilk.com
Milk, butter, eggs, potatoes, bread,
jams, etc.
There is an honesty box, so please
take correct money.

We are planning to hold some openair services in the churchyards, while
the weather is good, which is exciting.
Marriage and funeral services will also
be able to take place in church, but still
with limited numbers, though it may
be possible to arrange for the service
to be streamed online to a wider
congregation.
Our priest, Veronica, remains with us
for the present, although she is on
stand-by to move to a new post on the
mainland as soon as this is possible.
She and the members of the ministry
team at Holy Cross are available at
any time. If you need to seek help,
consolation or prayer, or just want
a chat, please don’t hesitate to be in
touch (see the website for contact
details).
Meantime, we continue to pray that
we will all keep well and will emerge
from the pandemic more aware of
the importance of caring for and
supporting one another, and of the
power of God’s love for each of us.
Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton,
available by telephone on 882291!)

Quarr Reviving
Sunday, July 5th was an important day
for the monastic community of Quarr.
It was the ﬁrst day for over three
months when we could celebrate Mass
with the doors of the church open to
welcome a congregation. Admittedly,
even now, things are not quite back
to normal. The chairs have had to be
rearranged, and the air smells more of
disinfectant than of incense. The priest
also seems to have added certain
ritual actions to those demanded by
the Missal. He used to wash his hands
just once, at the Offertory; he now
washes them a second time before
giving Communion, and a third time
immediately afterwards, and that from
a rather unsightly plastic bottle! He
used to clothe himself with a white
cloth, an Amice, worn around the
shoulders; he now wears another
white cloth for giving Communion,
and this one covers half his face. But

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council

however disconcerting these things
may be, the Sacred Rites are now
being celebrated for and with the
People of God; the Divine Life is being
given and received; and this ﬁlls us
with joy.
After Mass our congregation are able
to visit the Tea-garden and Farmshop
which are now open ﬁve days a week:
on Sunday and from Wednesday to
Saturday. A new menu is already
proving popular along with weekly
specials. Social distancing regulations
are in force and various hygiene
measures in place, including special
eco-friendly boxes for food items,
to ensure the safety of staff and all
visitors. The N.H.S. Test and Trace
system is also in operation. Food can
be consumed in the garden, although
the tables are more widely spaced
than they used to be, however there
is plenty of room to sit in the Abbey
grounds.
The Monastery Shop is also open,
although its hours are still irregular.
The Art Gallery reopens on Thursday
July 23rd with an exhibition of
ceramics, jewellery and paintings by
Island artists Lis Toft and Tim England.
Some visitors have been puzzled by a

Malcolm Hector Chairman
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning
Tel: 652024
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability
Forum, WCFA
Tel: 882655
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com
Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council
Tel: 07815 990019
E-mail:ﬁshbournepc@btinternet.com
John Kilpatrick IOW Ward Councillor
Tel: 611212
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk
Please note: the web address is
www.ﬁshbourneiow.org.uk
It may also be accessed through
the Isle of Wight website using
the link www.iwight.com/parish
councils/

A hopeful sign for the future is that
Quarr Abbey pigs have returned home
and their numbers are increased by
several litters of “lockdown” piglets.
The pigﬁelds once again form a focal
point for families, young and old.
Quarr is starting to open up to the
world again, and we pray God that he
will bless all who visit this Island Abbey.
Brother Duncan

The advice remains for us to refrain
from having face to face council
meetings, so we are still holding our
monthly meetings through the ‘Zoom’
platform. If you would like to join us
please let me know, all members of the
public are welcome in the same way
as for physical meeting.

Sue Honeywill Councillor
Responsibility IWALK/Newsletter
E-mail: susanhoneywill@hotmail.com
Ed Hopper Councillor
Responsibility Island Roads
Tel: 07973 899992
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

wooden construction being built just
outside the Tea-garden. This is going
to house a panel giving information
about present projects and also
provide a point for making contactless
donations. Quarr Abbey is a charitable
trust, committed to promoting the
Island’s life and economy, but like
many such trusts is not eligible for
various kinds of ﬁnancial support
available in the current crisis. We
have a legal obligation to maintain
our estate and currently the Grade
1 listed building requires urgent
and substantial repairs as does the
ruined Abbey which is a scheduled
monument. While we would rather not
ask for donations, the loss of much of
our income this year, leaves us with
few options. We will be very grateful
for the generosity of all who help
Quarr to survive.

Clerk’s Corner
My obsession with the notice boards
continues and I’m sure you have
all seen the refurbished one in
Fishbourne Lane!
A huge thanks goes to Mark Luter for
taking this on, and at no charge to the
Parish Council, which shows incredible
community spirit. The change is quite
remarkable and I’m sure you will agree
it looks like a new board.
We are waiting for Island Roads to
replace the Perspex in the board
at Elenors Grove and then we will
have two new boards to help us
communicate with you all. If any
community group would like to
promote themselves or an activity
through a poster on one of the boards,
please don’t hesitate to contact me.
The website needed a complete
rebuild, so is taking a bit longer but it
should be worth the wait.

Our annual audit has been completed
and you will ﬁnd all the details on the
website and an explanation of the
rights to view the accounts on the
notice boards.
You will be aware that we have two
councillor vacancies, if you would like
more details please get in touch with
me or one of the councillors, it is not
an onerous task and we are a very
friendly bunch!
Maxine Warr
We would like to thank the Parish
Councillors’ efforts in making
sure that, during lockdown, all the
vulnerable people in this area were
acknowledged, and help where
needed was arranged by each of us
looking out for our neighbours.
Perhaps we could continue, even after
the plague has gone. Our particular
thanks must go to Sarah Talbot who,
with a little help, always makes light of
every task.
Martin and Dide Bedford

An ‘A’ Level student’s experience
In March, A Level exams were
cancelled for the current upper sixth
cohort, and if I’m honest, none of us
have known how to feel about it since.
My main aim in this article is not to
whine too much, lest I get labelled a
“snowﬂake”. But, having been asked
to write about how we feel, it’d be
somewhat irresponsible not to do so.
When we were ﬁrst informed by Boris
over the television that the exams
we’d been working towards for our
whole school career were cancelled, I
felt a bit ﬂat; it all seemed like rather
a waste of two years of trying to
understand the adrenocorticotropic
hormone and how to name
halogenoalkanes. Despite that, I
couldn’t help feeling some excitement
at the idea of not having to write a
three hour theatre exam.
I can’t quite remember if I saw it
coming or not, but I’m aware several
teachers did not. My headmaster spent
most of our politics lesson bemoaning
the decision’s stupidity. When we
did move onto the topic – pressure
groups – it was as an example of the
headteachers’ union notifying the
government that their announcement
was idiotic.
On Friday – suddenly the last day of
school, the feeling was pretty sombre,
for me at least. Sixth Formers aren’t
a hive mind, so for some it was very
much a celebration. Still, it was sad
hearing the hastily cobbled together
presentation our head of sixth form
produced, and to see the boarding
students for what might be the last
time ever – I can’t see a lot of them
ﬂying back from Hong Kong to attend
a one day school reunion.
It’s not all bad though, of course. In
May, our teachers decided the safest

course of action was to give us more
work than we’d have done if exams
were on. It was odd when after this,
we were free to just stop work, save
for a few optional morning maths
classes I mistakenly signed up for. At
ﬁrst, living without a timetable felt
really weird, and I missed several
music lessons that had previously
been scheduled as “after politics and
before debating”.
While I know people are ﬁnding it
hard, I’m almost enjoying lockdown.
Without it, a lot of the teenagers
working to protect Arreton from
oil drilling wouldn’t be involved.
Watching the number of objections
to the planning permission on the
council website may sound dull, but
it’s a great spectator sport for when
football’s not on.
In lockdown, I’ve also been doing
virtual model UN simulations. It might
be one of the nerdiest ways to spend a
quarantine, but I’ve now made inside
jokes with people from India, Peru,
America and Qatar. Organising these
events has kept me occupied – to say
the least – in the breaks from watching
Netﬂix.
It’s also given me an chance to work
behind the “bar” at the RVYC, which is
fun, and will prove useful experience
for when I need to coerce restaurants
into hiring me to help fund uni.
One of my biggest personal regrets
about A Levels is that I can’t laugh
with friends about how bad exams
were. I think if that’s the worst effects
that I can think of, it isn’t all too much
to complain about. All I know really
is no matter which way things go, I’ll
probably disagree with this article
come results day.
Imogen Rickman

Small Businesses in
our area you may
wish to use

This letter aims to provide information
for the local community

Centrepiece Cake Designs
Specialising in tailormade delicious
luxury cakes; creating beautiful elegant
and stylish designs with expertly skilled
sugarcraft.
Tel: 248629 and 07795 844683
info@cakesiow.co.uk

Blue Lamp Security
Provides free home safety and
security advice for the vulnerable.
Will ﬁt locks, spy holes, alarms,
smoke detectors.
Tel: 0300 777 0157
www.bluelamptrust.org.uk
Creature Comforts
Your local pet shop, supplying all pet
requirements including wild bird seed
and squirrel food. Free Islandwide
delivery. Tel 884270
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk
Rob Fraser
Design, landscaping and small
construction jobs, including
bathrooms and kitchens.
Tel: 07484 722337
e-mail: bobfraser@cfft.uk
One2Sew Chris
Curtains, alterations, embroidery gifts
Tel: 07717 811541
Hartwood Tree Care Christian Hart
Qualiﬁed Arborist and Tree Surgeon.
All aspects of tree work undertaken.
Tel: 716885 or 07717 248057
Little Zebra Services
Professional help with tax returns,
book keeping, payroll services
Dawn Andrews. MAAT FCCA
Tel: 882462 or 07876 404042
e-mail: Andrr124@aol.com
The Olive Tree Jo Michelmore
Natural holistic therapies offering
aromatherapy, deep tissue massages,
facials, reﬂexology. Organic products
Tel: 07435 955506
www.theolivetreetherapies.co.uk
e-mail: theolivetreeholistic@gmail.com
Rebel Marine Matthew Randall
Skippered RIB and power boat
charters. RYA training centre. Paddle
board sales, boatyard services,
storage (small boats).
Tel: 07495 234444
www.rebelmarine.co.uk
Lee Newnham
Experienced handymen; plumbing,
pipework, green energy, garden/
house repairs
Tel: 07500 956922
e-mail: lee@deltate.co.uk
Angie White
All aspects of hairdressing and hair
treatments. Committed to providing
excellence and skill.
Tel: 0797 1529 140
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If anyone wants to be added to the
list, please contact Jane Pearson, Tel:
884138
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

“Alexander had an extraordinarily
colourful life”

“An Unlikely Tale”
I was idly looking through the Wootton
Bridge Historical website (really
interesting!) the other day and noticed
that the surnames of several residents
in the 1660s are still around today,
even though sometimes the spelling
has slightly changed. Are these the
same families I wondered? How far
back do the old families of the Island
go, where did they come from, what
did they do. Are their descendants still
in the same line of work. We all have
family stories, anecdotes, snippets of
history, and it would be interesting to
see if any of you have reminiscences
of long ago ancestors connected to the
Island.
To get the ball rolling we already have
a couple of stories.
1. My late husband Tony, who lived in
Fishbourne, was a fourth generation
Islander. His great grandfather had
a cottage in Ventnor and his son
Alexander had an extraordinarily
colourful life. At the age of 13 he went
to sea on clipper ships as a cabin boy
and general all round gofer, sailed
to Australia, the Americas, Europe,
travelled the world. Then at 17 he
joined P. & O. – this dazzling new
career sadly lasted only four years
as he was caught in bed with a ﬁrst
class passenger, and the Captain
peremptorily dumped him in Bombay,
almost penniless. Desperately needing
another job he joined the East India
Company, and fought with their army
in the Afghan War. Getting bored with
authority he bought himself out and
set up his own private mercenary army
sporadically ﬁghting in the mountains.
When the war ended, the British
government asked him to take his
little army to ﬁght in South Africa. Off

they went, but some years later, itchy
feet again, a pull to the east, and he
travelled thousands of miles to China
where he became a Yangstze River
boat pilot.
Finally deciding that he’d had enough
of globetrotting, he returned to
England and became an actor, married
a Gaiety Girl (in a bit of a hurry we
gather), and trod the boards for a
few years until he swerved off on yet
another tack and became a writer.
He was obviously very successful
as he bought a yacht which he kept
at Brading Harbour, and owned an
enormous American car, the ﬁrst such
car which had ever been seen in the
UK and which could barely negotiate
the Island highways and byways!
Then having ﬁnally wearied of the
wanderlust he settled down happily
with his Gaiety Girl, his writing and his
books at Ventnor.
2. My cousin in law Lysbeth
Braithwaite was born in Newchurch.
At the start of the war she answered
a strange advertisement in The Times
“would anyone who is interested in
crosswords or working out puzzles,
please contact this address”.
Intrigued, she did, was invited for
an interview, accepted on the spot,
and a month later was working at
Bletchley Park in Hut 6 with Alan
Turing. There’s now a plaque in her
memory at Bletchley. Curiously, half
a mile from her house in Newchurch
live the Boswells, and Nora Boswell
also worked at Bletchley, though in a
different hut. Because of the intense
secrecy neither knew that the other
was working there, and it was only
decades later that they found out.
3. Another Islander? lived here from
1922, clever, talented, gained a 1st
from Cambridge, a Sanskrit scholar,
a professor, and a niece of Lord
Gladstone – and a touch eccentric,
who gave herself the pseudonym of
Bill Stickers and was the leader of a
well known altruistic gang. Her story
will appear in a subsequent issue of
the Newsletter.
So, Fishbourne! We would love to hear
your family stories, reminiscences,
snippets of history passed down
from grandparents. What it was like
living in the Island through the war
for instance, where did your families
originate; have some of them lived
here for centuries. Just a paragraph
or two and perhaps photos, so we can
build up pictures of what Fishbourne
was like in the days of old. It’s so
important that these memories don’t
get lost and forgotten in the mists of
time.
Please contact Jane Pearson on 884138
or e mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

Visitors and the
Environment
All Parish Councillors recently
received an email from the IW
council, which contained a copy of
The Visitors Charter.
The purpose of this charter is
to encourage visitors to act
responsibly whilst here, and to
reassure residents that the IW
Council is doing something.
As we see, by the queues returning,
both on and off Wightlink, along
Fishbourne Lane, and the general
increase in trafﬁc, things are
gradually returning to “normal”,
whether we like it or not.
Those businesses that have
survived lockdown are reopening
with all new regulations in place,
and trying to “hang on in there”.
We can at last see our friends and
families, albeit in a new careful way.
All wonderful, and long awaited. We
can move house, eat out and shop,
and all with a smart new haircut,
but we still can’t go to church or go
and watch our favourite team play.
Another unforeseen consequence
is the increased theft of property,
particularly bikes, and the increased
use of scams. Please therefore
BEWARE and BE SAFE.
Fly-tipping and littering are also
more prevalent since the start
of this Pandemic. It is hard to
understand why, at a time when
the vast majority are appreciating
the wonders of nature more than
ever, a few throw their rubbish out
of a window or onto a beach or into
woods, not only unsightly but can
be dangerous and fatal to wildlife.
On this subject, the postponed

“Great British Spring Clean”, run
by Keep Britain Tidy, is now taking
place from 11th-27th September, and
has been renamed the “Great British
September Clean”.
For more information and safety
guidance, go to keepbritaintidy.org, or
search, Great British September Clean.
You can organise a private clean up, as
the RVYC are doing with the cadets, or
pledge to do your own. It all helps and
can be a lot of fun. Please do stick to
the guidelines though.
Incidentally, the Environmental and
Sustainability Forum formed to discuss
and tackle all things environmental,
should be up and running again soon.
It is open to all who are interested, and
offers the opportunity to share good
practice, ask questions, campaign, and
learn more on a number of related
issues. Good for the Island and future
generations.

On a positive note…
Some of you may be aware that Little
Duxmore Farm, on our doorstep, has
been purchased by the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. It has
become the Trust’s Island base, and is
the charity’s ﬁrst rewilding site.

A poem by Steve Backshall, for our younger residents.

Jemima Glitter and the voyage of Bob the Bottle
For Jemima Glitter’s birthday, she had a party in the park
Playing Hide and Seek and eating cake til it was nearly dark.
Hot dogs and Gummy bears all yummy in her tummy,
“Make sure you throw your trash away” said Jemima’s nagging Mummy.
But Jemima said, “It’s my birthday and all the bins are miles away”
After those buns I’m feeling Blubbery,” so she threw her trash into the
shrubbery.
She soon forgot her tiny crime, something we all do from time to time,
But storm clouds blew in overnight, and the wind made Jemima’s junk take
ﬂight.
The paper stuff didn’t get far, it tangled in a bush,
Melting quickly with the rain, it turned into a soggy mush
A hedgehog snufﬂed a cup with its snout, got it caught on its prickles and
couldn’t get out
Another discarded styrene cup, ended up as a shoe for an otter cub.
Then the carrier bag began to soar, and was joined on the winds by a plastic
straw
And rain came….then the storm drain.
A bottle bought at Bob’s café, bobbed then ﬂoated clean away .

Little Duxmore’s 100acres, is already
attracting a huge number and variety
of species. The increase in biodiversity
is truly amazing.

While Jemima slept all fancy free her debris went out to sea.

The plan, working with existing
features, is to fully restore the Chalk
Downland and improve wetland and
woodland habitats. An exciting and
worthwhile project.

To ﬂoat with the sardines. An albatross was paddling by, in search of squid or
ﬁsh

A request from the Parish
Council
Brambles are great for wildlife and
blackberries delicious in a crumble,
but please ensure they are not
overhanging footpaths and pavements
adjacent to your property, where they
can cause harm.
Sarah Talbot

As if it was changed by a magic potion, into a plastic submarine, Bob’s bottle
made it to the ocean

Below it saw the plastic straw and down its throat it slid.
An old short-sighted turtle with a nappy for a bonnet,
Mistook the bag for a jellyﬁsh, and promptly choked upon it
The carrier bag got caught in currents and swept across frontiers
Bob’s bottle travelled round the world, for nigh on ﬁfty years.
When Jemima Glitter was old and grown, with great grandchildren of her
own
On a far ﬂung beach on holiday,
She found a bottle from Bob’s cafe, the very same one she’d chucked away.
“If only I’d known,” she too late reﬂected
“Everything on our planet is all connected, and now our seas have been
infected.
No ocean’s clean enough to take a splash, the sands drowned under global
trash.”
Jemima realised what many knew, the easiest thing we all can do, to keep
our planet green and blue,
It really ISNT all that drastic, we need to THINK about our plastic!
RECYCLE it whenever you can, DONT throw it down as litter, get yourself a
BAG FOR LIFE,
to save an ocean critter, and tell your palls on Instagram and Twitter,
DONT be like Jemima Glitter.
You may feel like a small boy or girl, but the things you do, can change the
world.

Photo: Sam Kurtul

see them. Migrant Hawker, Southern
Hawker, Golden-ringed Dragonﬂy and
Common Darter can be seen along
footpaths and woodland rides hunting
for food. They are some of our largest,
brightest and exciting dragonﬂies
to watch with their different hunting
techniques.
The effects of the drought this summer
can be seen in the Briddlesford
Parkland with all three ponds
completely dry. It remains to be seen
what effect this will have on future
dragonﬂy populations at this site.
Black-headed Gulls

Female Golden-ringed Dragonﬂy

Nature Notes

Little Egret numbers are increasing at
Wootton Mill Pond along with a small
post-breeding ﬂock of Mediterranean
Gulls, who sadly did not breed on the
island this year. The adults can be

What to see in July
For a lot of species July heralds the
start of their long journey south to
their wintering grounds. The satellitetracked Cuckoos, as part of the project
run by the British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO), have already left the UK and are
in France and Spain which means that
most of the adult Cuckoos are likely to
have gone as well. There was also a
large movement of Swifts ﬂying south
in the second week of July.

Migrant Hawker

distinguished from a Black-headed
Gull as they have white wing tips,
complete black head (Black-headed is
a chocolate coloured cap) and a thicker
red bill as well as being slightly larger.
Unfortunately both species moult
their head plumage for the winter so
you then have to rely on the other
differences mentioned above.

Mediterranean Gulls

Rare Black
Woodpecker?

This is also the peak time for
dragonﬂies on the wing and you do
not necessarily need to be by water to

This bird, or one very similar, has
recently been seen in the Fishbourne
area. There is a chance it could be a
rare Black Woodpecker and is very
distinctive, glossy black, with a vivid
scarlet stripe on its crown (no white
anywhere) and is large – about the size
of a crow, much bigger than the green
or greater spotted woodpeckers, with
a vicious looking beak and greyish
legs. Seen pecking in the grass and
hops like a woodpecker. Its ﬂight is
powerful, straight, not undulating but
slightly ﬂappy. Could you all keep an
eye open and, if you do see it, please
take a photo. It can’t be ofﬁcially
recorded unless we have photographic
proof, with date, time and a note of
where it was seen.
If you’re lucky, please contact Jane
Pearson on 884138 or e mail: tony_
pearson@talk21.com

There are lots of insects around at
present, some of whom show the
marvels of nature. One such example
is the diminutive Hazel Leaf-roller
Weevil. The female of this species of
beetle, measuring 6-8 millimetres in
length, lays her eggs on a fresh hazel
leaf. She then proceeds to cut two slits
in the leaf which enables her to roll the
leaf like a cigar with the eggs inside.
This protects the eggs from predators
and provides food for the newly
hatched larvae. Isn’t nature amazing?
I would love to receive your news of
sightings and any photos to include in
the next newsletter. You can email me
at wightbto@hotmail.com.
Enjoy the rest of the summer engaging
with nature.
Jim Baldwin

Hazel Leaf-roller Weevil

The Fishbourne
We are open!
Sunday to Thursday 10am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday 10am to 10.30pm
We are also offering a full menu take
away and home delivery service.
For take away collections go to our
website www.theﬁshbourne.co.uk and
view our summer menu and telephone
the order through to the pub on 01983
882823. For home delivery download
the Go Eats App, you will ﬁnd our
menu there, elect the items required
and they will be delivered to the door.
Copy for the next issue of the
Newsletter by September 17th at
the latest. Please send to
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

