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Ferries and Homes
This summer Wightlink have completely
let down the residents of Fishbourne.
Not only will they not talk to me, but
clearly half of the terminal staff are
absent either through furlough (a
money saving exercise) or through
sickness (and no prizes for guessing
which I think it is). I am aware that
several of you have written to our
MP on this issue and I raised it with
him on our monthly chats. Please as
many of you as possible, write to Dave
Stewart at david.stewart@iow.gov.uk
With a copy to our MP
Bob.seely.mp@parliament.co.uk
The two points to raise are pollution
from vehicle fumes from stationary
vehicles sometimes from 05:30
until 22:00, and the impossibility of
accessing your properties because of
the stationary trafﬁc.

Please just ask what can be done to
eliminate these nuisances/dangers
to health as in the main these delays
are caused by insufﬁcient staff on the
Wightlink terminal to admit vehicles in
a timely manner.
It’s in your hands – I and the Parish
Council have battled with this but now
you must act as the more complaints
the more likely someone will take action.

Housing White Paper
And there is more – the White Paper
on housing has been issued – ‘so
what’ you may say – well the ‘what’
is that the Island may have to build
1,040 houses per annum rather than
the current 450, and just imagine what
that will do to our hospitals, doctors,
dentists, schools and roads and our
way of life. We need to make a case for

special treatment for areas of natural
beauty and to preserve our way of life
so I am asking you all to write to the
PM with your horror at the possible
consequences of this Bill – with a copy
to our MP. Don’t think this is a case for
someone else – if you want to keep our
Island as it is take the time to write this
letter, one won’t make much difference
but 100,000 will and if we work with
Cornwall and the South Coast we can
make this difference. Its time to act!
Malcolm Hector
“If you missed the David Attenborough
documentary ”Extinction: the Facts”
on the BBC, September 13th, I urge
you to watch it. If having done so,
you feel moved to write to our MP,
or any other leader and make your
feelings known. I beg you to do so.
We are at a crossroads.”

numbers than ever – what a odd
feeling it was to have to say to some
‘sorry, we’re full this weekend’!

RVYC News

A signiﬁcant reason for this success
is based in the heart of the RVYC
‘never-say-die/can-do’ culture. This has
created innovative solutions at every
step.

Since the last issue, RVYC has
continued to operate in far from
normal conditions, responding and
changing in light of new Government
guidelines and regulations. We fully
support the NHS Test and Trace
initiative, with our own unique QR
code for members and visitors to
check in with the App, and we also
continue to keep a record of all
members and visitors – something
we’ve been doing for some time but
which is now mandatory.
Our volunteer-run ‘pop-up’ bar
continues to be a popular innovation
as does the pop-up kitchen operated
by club members, Guy and Jojo Scott
and their team (including RVYC cadet
members who have been kept very
busy over the summer!). There’s

even some competition between bar
volunteers on who has the highest
takings for their shifts!
Our Sailing Committee has pulled out
all the stops to provide an amended
racing programme and, as I write,
preparations are full ahead for the club
regatta this weekend. Unfortunately,
due to Covid-19 constraints, this is a
member-only regatta and not the usual
popular open Merrydown Weekend,
which will, hopefully, return in 2021.
Our Simply Sailing and Family Sailing
events have also been very well
supported throughout the summer
and it’s been fantastic to see so many
members getting out on the water in a
variety of craft, from SUPs and kayaks
to Squibs and Scows. Visiting boaters
have shown their support in greater

An area which didn’t require any luck
was replacement of the hammerhead
on the pontoon. The meticulous
planning and sheer determination to
get the job done show a remarkable
level of commitment from this team,
together with a beyond-belief piece of
precision engineering.
Given the challenges of the last six
months it is difﬁcult to exactly commit
to what the Club will be offering over
the winter. We will clearly look to run
a programme of sailing and training
activities and we’re also working on
a plan to move indoors as Winter
approaches, with trials around Sunday
lunch, ﬁlm evenings and themed
dinners. Also, the recent initiative with
the ﬁre pits proved incredibly popular
on Friday and we will deﬁnitely be
maintaining that. As we’ve proved in
the last six months, we have shown
we can rise to any challenge.
Helen Vrba (Vice Commodore)

Saints’ Ryde every Sunday morning at
9am without booking because of the
greater size of the building.

The Church of the Holy Cross, Binstead
(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)
During the ﬁrst half of September,
Holy Cross was the venue for the
funerals of two long-standing and
notably faithful members of the
congregation, both of whom were
in their nineties. Evie Watts will be
remembered from their schooldays by
some readers as for many years she
taught English at Sandown Grammar
School. At her funeral there was a
tribute by the Apollo Players, of which
she continued to be an enthusiastic
and active member until recently.
Val Wooster brought up her family in
their home half-way down Fishbourne
Lane and her funeral was enriched by
the musical contributions of her very
talented family. We shall miss them
both. Their funerals would doubtless
have been well-attended occasions
were it not for the strict restriction on
numbers imposed by the necessity
for social distancing in the church.
Fortunately, however, funerals are
now able to be streamed live on

the church’s Facebook site and then
remain available for viewing for a
period of weeks after the funeral, so
everyone can participate even if only
remotely.
As I write, towards the end of
September, there is talk in the media
that further covid-related restrictions
may need to be imposed nationally but
at present the churches in the plurality
continue to be open for worship and
private prayer. Holy Cross is open
for worship and private prayer every
Sunday, as well as being open for
prayer on Thursdays. Because of their
sizes, the churches in our plurality
can only safely accommodate limited
numbers for services, so it is necessary
to book in advance and full details
about how to do this can be found on
the websites (www.holycrossbinstead.
org.co, www.stpeterhavenstreet.org.
co; www.cofeparishofwoottonbridge.
org.co). Alternatively, it is possible to
attend the communion service at All

Mystery aircraft over Wootton Bridge
Some of you may have heard or seen
a vintage two engine aircraft ﬂying
over Wootton Bridge on the morning
of 10th September.

as Miss Pick Up, can be found at the
following link: https://www.catalina.
org.uk/our-catalina-g-pbya/

Further investigation revealed it is a
Catalina ﬂying boat, the only one still
ﬂying in the UK. It was ﬂying from its
Droxford base in Cambridgeshire to
Guernsey airport as part of their Battle
of Britain Air Display. A lovely sight.
The plane was originally built by
Canadian Vickers as a Canso A
amphibian plane in 1943 for the Royal
Canadian Air Force. Further details
about the history of this plane, known

Catalina ﬂying boat
G-PBYA
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The coming of autumn has triggered
some reﬂection about what we have
learned from the past few months.
Learning to stream services, especially
funerals and weddings, so that those
who are unable to attend in person
can still participate has proved to be
important for families and friends,
and streaming is likely to be a
permanent feature into the future.
The pre-recording of video services
has produced some inspirational
services that can be viewed by an
online congregation from their homes
and is also likely to continue. Much
more personal contact by telephone
or social media during the lockdown period has helped to draw the
community closer and provided much
mutual support – another lesson for
the future. And we are just beginning
to understand how we can organise
many of our social, business and
learning activities using Zoom!!
Adversity is said to be the mother
of invention, and we pray that when
we eventually do emerge from the
pandemic, we will all have found a
deeper faith, greater concern for one
another’s wellbeing and enhanced
skills at communicating effectively
with each other.
Rodney Fox

Can you help?
Chris Reed is investigating the
noise coming from Wightlink’s ferry
terminal, particularly the noise made
by refrigerated trailers.
Anyone having any noise measuring
equipment they can lend him, please
contact Chris on 07973124541. Thank
you.

Sudoku

In Loving Memory
of Ivan Bull

The family of Ivan Bull came together
at the end of August to plant a crab
apple tree on The Green at Fishbourne
in his memory.

Door-to-door
Deliveries

Ivan lived on The Island all his life
and at Fishbourne for over 40 years.
He could often be
found on The Green
chatting to people
and it seemed ﬁtting
to plant it there for
people to enjoy
and somewhere the
family can come to
remember him.

Fresh Milk

His children Andrew and Helen, sister
and brother in law Janice and Tony,
step daughter Louise and 3 of his
grandchildren Chris, Kim and Richard
with a video link to Sam in New
Zealand joined his wife Claire for the
occasion.

The Fishbourne
October
Every Saturday during October enjoy
a curry and a pint. A choice from
our selection of curries, rice and
accompaniments all made in our
kitchen. Two can dine including a drink
for under £20
November
“Game Weekend” Friday 6th – Sunday
8th, we raid the Island’s natural larder
for its abundant array of game.

Quarr Abbey
Art Gallery
Here are the Gallery ﬁxtures for
October and November, Covid
restrictions permitting.
1 October – 6 October
Inspired by Wight
8 October – 13 October
Fishbourne Art Group
15 October – 20 October
Nervous Wreck Designs
22 October – 27 October
Lynn Pearce
29 October – 3 November
Brother Duncan Smith
5 November – 10 November
Earthshine glass designs – Linda
Newnham
12 November – 17 November
5 Bells Art Group
19 November – 24 November
Pencil, Thread & Paint
26 November – 1 December
Christmas Crafts

December
Socially distanced “Christmas Parties”
and “Christmas Day” – menus and
booking forms are now available
online at www.theﬁshbourne.co.uk
Starting on Friday 2nd October and
every Friday thereafter (excl. Friday
6th Nov) our popular “Steak and
Fish” offer is running again, under
£20 for two people, including a bottle
of wine. Menu available online under
the events tab on our website www.
theﬁshbourne.co.uk

Tel: 643067 Mob: 077155 20680
Vicky Gallop will deliver on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Milk, Bread, Vegetables Etc.
Milk And More Tel: 0345 606 3606
website: milkandmore.co.uk
Will deliver milk, bread, veggies etc.

Fresh fruit and vegetables (and

much more)
The Barrow Boys
Tel: 566636
Web: barrowboyiw.co.uk
Free deliveries; orders by midday,
(Min. £8) and deliveries after 3.30p.m.
Please note that in the present crisis,
some products might be in short
supply

Come and collect
Wight Milk Shed,

Coppid Hill Farm, Havenstreet
Tel: 882489 (24 hour service)
website: chfwightmilk.com
Milk, butter, eggs, potatoes, bread,
jams, etc.
There is an honesty box, so please
take correct money.

Our two new Councillors

Cheryl Fontana
Having lived in many beautiful
cathedral cities in my life: Salisbury,
Durham and Exeter, I ﬁnally arrived
in Portsmouth in 1981 to start my
teaching career. Whilst not quite as
elegant as the previously listed cities,
Portsmouth is the proud possessor
of not one but two ﬁne cathedrals.

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council
Malcolm Hector Chairman
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning
Tel: 652024
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Throughout my working life in the city,
my husband and I would often walk
along the sea front and look longingly
across to the Isle of Wight which we
had both individually enjoyed so much
as children. Consequently, in 2002,
now with two sons, we sold our house
in Southsea and arrived for a new life
on the Island. We moved into our new
house in Firestone Glade in 2003 and
then set about educating our sons on
the Island whilst we both commuted;
my husband to the University and I
to various schools in Portsmouth. I
have a long track record of commuting
and making use of the various ferries
available.
As with so many people, March 2020
and Covid 19 brought an end to all
the commuting and whilst furloughed
from my job in Southsea, I began
to experience the true beauty and
serenity of my surroundings. Each
day brought something new to
discover, from footpaths to bluebell
woods, from sea to hills, the contrasts
were fantastic and accessible.
As we relaxed into “lock down”,
paradoxically we gained a new kind
of freedom which certainly led me to
value the environment that we have.
This place is simply unique and as
such deserves our care, concern and
protection to ensure that it continues

Cheryl Fontana Councillor
Tel: 01983 247759
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Clerk’s Corner

Ed Hopper Councillor
Responsibility Island Roads
Tel: 07973 899992
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Another busy summer is almost at
an end and unfortunately, we still
haven’t had the parking restrictions
implemented along the Lower Green.
This is mainly due to the pandemic
restrictions as the IW Council need to
consult with residents before the trafﬁc
regulations orders are completed. We
continue to press for this to take place,
but sadly it is out of our hands.

Weronika Nowak Councillor
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com
Sarah Talbot Councillor
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability
Forum, WCFA
Tel: 882655
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com
Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council
Tel: 07815 990019
E-mail:ﬁshbournepc@btinternet.com
John Kilpatrick IOW Ward Councillor
Tel: 611212
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk
Please note: the web address is
www.ﬁshbourneiow.org.uk
It may also be accessed through
the Isle of Wight website using
the link www.iwight.com/parish
councils/

You may have noticed that the signage
on the ground by the turning circle
was removed when the resurfacing
took place. This has not been replaced
and Island Roads inform us that there
is not any legal signage, other than
the double yellow lines, that can be
applied. This has meant a good deal
of illegal parking has taken place and
the Parish Council has agreed to erect
a small sign by the circle advising
people not to park.
The updated website is now fully
operational, and I hope you will ﬁnd
it easier to navigate. I will attempt to
keep it as up to date as possible. www.
ﬁshbourneiow.org.uk
We have a new project underway for

to thrive for future generations to
enjoy. It is for this reason that when
I read that our parish council needed
some new members, I felt that I would
like to offer some of my time to help
support the community in which I am
so privileged to live.

Weronika Nowak
“Hello, my name is Weronika. I have
lived in Fishbourne for a couple years
now and I feel very lucky to be in
such a beautiful place. I love nature
and enjoy going out for walks around
our parish. When the opportunity
to become a parish councillor was
presented to me, I thought that it
would be a great way to get more
involved in the community and to be
able to help make it a better place for
everybody. I look forward to meeting
my fellow residents and hearing any
concerns you may have.”

Fishbourne Beach. An interpretation
board will be installed so visitors to
the area can identify the wonderful
birds that visit our area. In addition,
we would like to highlight the damage
that can be done when dogs chase the
birds, so the board will be educational
as well as decorative!
At the September meeting we
welcomed two new Councillors but we
still have a vacancy, so if you would
like to join us please do get in touch.
The Council is still meeting over the
Zoom platform, and we were hopeful
of returning to face to face meetings
before the ‘rule of 6’ restriction came into
force, but it now looks as if we will continue online for the foreseeable future.
Budget setting time is fast
approaching, so if there are any
schemes you would like the Council to
consider please let me or one of the
Councillors know – I do love a project!
Maxine Warr
Copy for the next issue of the
Newsletter by November 16th at
the latest. Please send to
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Small Businesses in
our area you may
wish to use

This letter aims to provide information
for the local community

Christine Wood
Gardener and horticulturalist.
RHS Level 3 Diploma qualiﬁed;
experienced, friendly, professional and
reliable. Tel: 07421 770972
Pilates with Alison Wootton
Fully qualiﬁed Level 3 Pilates instructor
and personal trainer. Small group and
1-1 classes; online classes, chair based
exercises for older adults. 0702 044 0992
e-mail: alison.batchelor@ymail.com

Quarr Chronicle
In common with many churches,
businesses and institutions on the
Island, Quarr Abbey is gradually
opening up to the post lock-down
world. We are now used to seeing our
car-park heaving with vehicles at the
ﬁrst sign of sun. While most visitors
are practised participants in the new
dance of social-distancing, the narrow
paths do not make it easy to perform
the steps with proper precision.
Attendance at Sunday Mass in the
Abbey Church is increasing. After an
uncertain start, more and more people
are returning to the celebration of
the Mysteries, are rediscovering the
weekly rhythm of the Sacraments
as a strong anchor in our bewidering
world. From the altar the congregation
can be seen seated below the choir,
down in the nave and even out in the
courtyard beyond the Church doors.
In our prayers we do not forget our
Island, our local community, all those
suffering at this strange and troubling
time. And if you are still uncertain
about coming to Mass please be
assured that new social-distancing
regulations do not affect gathering for
church services.
With the expectation of colder and
wetter weather, and the need to free
the Teashop for visitors to be seated
inside, the decision has been taken to
move the Farmshop to the Meeting
Room opposite the Art Gallery for the
Autumn and Winter months. Service
and produce will be unaffected by the
move. So roll up for your Island made
“Mermaid” Gin and Quarr Abbey’s
own line of jams and chutneys!
The Art Gallery is now open again and
proving popular with visitors. Some
artists and groups are still wary of
the Coronavirus and have cancelled
their exhibitions. But others are eager

Photo: Hudson Media

to show their work and have ﬁlled
up the vacated weeks. Many artists
have found lock-down an unexpected
opportunity for creative work. Online
Art and Craft suppliers were often
overwhelmed by demand; I for one
failed to get the canvases I required.
The Monastery Shop is open for
limited hours but needs the help of
more volunteers. If there are any
Newsletter readers who would be
interested in volunteering to help in
the shop, please could they contact
Fr. Luke at bookshop@quarr.org.
We would be very grateful for any
assistance you can give. One or two
sessions of three hours a week would
be the norm.
The Visitors Centre, with its display
panels telling the history of Quarr, and
its video showing the monastic life
of the community, is now receiving
visitors daily. It is disinfected daily too;
passing a cloth over the displays and
making sure the windows are all open
has become a regular ritual, performed
almost automatically now. I wonder
for how long this will continue as a
norm for everyday living. It still seems
strange, even though the time “Before
the Virus” is receding from view.
Less morbid is fruit picking, for which
the season has arrived. Blackberries
are abundant but it is not the best
of years for our apples and pears;
last year was too good – have the
trees decided they deserve a rest?
Nevertheless there is some ﬁne fruit
to be had, if mostly somewhat small
in size and few in number. And it
has been a welcome change to see
butterﬂies rather than wasps gathering
around the windfalls. I threw a rotten
pear to a Red Admiral yesterday.
Afterwards I could not recall ever
having fed a butterﬂy before.

Centrepiece Cake Designs
Specialising in tailormade delicious
luxury cakes; creating beautiful elegant
and stylish designs with expertly skilled
sugarcraft. www.cakesiow.co.uk
Tel: 248629 and 07795 844683
info@cakesiow.co.uk
Blue Lamp Security
Provides free home safety and security
advice for the vulnerable. Will ﬁt locks,
spy holes, alarms, smoke detectors.
Tel: 0300 777 0157
www.bluelamptrust.org.uk
Creature Comforts
Your local pet shop, supplying all pet
requirements including wild bird seed
and squirrel food. Free Islandwide
delivery. Tel 884270
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk
Rob Fraser
Design, landscaping and small
construction jobs, including bathrooms
and kitchens. Tel: 07484 722337
e-mail: bobfraser@cfft.uk
Hartwood Tree Care Christian Hart
Qualiﬁed Arborist and Tree Surgeon.
All aspects of tree work undertaken.
Tel: 716885 or 07717 248057
Little Zebra Services
Professional help with tax returns, book
keeping, payroll services
Dawn Andrews. MAAT FCCA
Tel: 882462 or 07876 404042
The Olive Tree Jo Michelmore
Natural holistic therapies offering
aromatherapy, deep tissue massages,
facials, reﬂexology. Organic products
Tel: 07435 955506
www.theolivetreetherapies.co.uk
e-mail: theolivetreeholistic@gmail.com
Rebel Marine Matthew Randall
Skippered RIB and power boat charters.
RYA training centre. Boatyard services,
storage (small boats). Tel: 07495 234444
www.rebelmarine.co.uk
Angie White
All aspects of hairdressing and hair
treatments. Committed to providing
excellence and skill.
Tel: 0797 1529 140 and 01983 883070
If anyone wants to be added to the list,
please contact Jane Pearson, Tel: 884138
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

and the cargo would be ‘liberated’
by predatory thieves and vagabonds.
Such as the Lord of Chale who had
to pay penance for pinching casks of
wine destined for the church, from a
stricken ship on Atherﬁeld Ledge. He
was frogmarched to court, emerged
contrite and chastened and built the
Oratory to St. Catherine in atonement,
including a beacon to guide not
entrap, forever known as the Pepper
Pot. Even today, should a promising
cargo be washed up, the hordes
descend. Just ‘beachcombing’ say the
miscreants.

Gruesome Gobsters – and the sad
end of the Bouldner Blob
What strange monsters are there
lurking in the ocean depths. They’re
out there, you know, secretive, hidden,
but, occasionally, are ﬂung from
stormy seas and stranded on beaches
and inlets. And if you’d gone down
to the beach in the spring, you’d
have been sure of a big surprise.
Somewhere on the sands between
Yarmouth and Bouldnor, lay the
remains of a sad poignant creature.
Grey, glutinous, large, clad in shaggy
matted hair. Was it a seal or a squid,
a mermaid or manatee, perhaps a
prehistoric plesiosaur or an alien from
outer space. But so unidentiﬁable it
could only have been a Globster, or
perhaps the Bouldnor Blob.
From time immemorial, amorphous,
mysterious carcasses have washed up
on distant shores, America, Australia,
the far East, on tropical islands, the
frozen north, and here too, on our
beaches and inlets. Usually enormous,
sometimes without eyes, nose,
mouths, even without bones, just
an outer casing of blubber, straggly
manes, ﬁbrous tissue, occasionally
with vestiges of numerous limbs,
hooves, tentacles. What were they?
Where had they come from? Had they
once been bears stranded on melting
ice ﬂoes, and carried thousands of
miles, maybe whales or enormous
squid, were they perhaps horses swept
out to sea in wild storms, had they
been overwhelmed by seismic activity
on the distant sea bed. Where had the
Bouldnor Blob come from? And what
to do about it?

our shores are called Droits and must
be declared – within reason of course.
We once found a bottle containing
a message on our foreshore. ‘Hello’
it said, ‘whoever picks this up, we’re
on the 1030 ferry from Fishbourne.
We live in Surbiton’. Did the Receiver
really need to know about Surbiton?
Don’t think so, not quite droitish
enough. Over 30,000 objects end up
on our beaches, worth over ten million
pounds, and have to be identiﬁed
and restored to their rightful owners,
or sometimes, Health and Safety
are whipped in. Nobody wants to be
around when a Globster explodes
– can you imagine anything worse
than being pelted with huge lumps of
whiffy blubber.
The Receiver’s job originally was to
clamp down on smugglers and outfox
the wreckers. Remember the old
ﬁlm Whisky Galore? Remember the
wreckers? Who, centuries ago, ﬂashed
lights from shore enticing ships to sail
too close to dangerous rocks. Here, at
the back o’the Wight, dastardly deeds
took place, ships would then founder

Ships caught in ﬁerce storms spill
valuable cargo, sometimes trivia,
but often treasure to some. Timber,
perfume, Bibles, anti-wrinkle cream,
prohibited ivory, jewels, ancient
artefacts, once twenty nine thousand
little yellow ducks that washed
overboard in the Eastern Paciﬁc 25
years ago, nicknamed the Moby Ducks.
They bobbed benignly round the
world, moved north, were frozen into
ice ﬂoes, ﬂoated into warmer waters,
thawed out, and the happy smiley
armada ﬂopped onto assorted beaches
and foreshores worldwide, even
here in the creek. Their meanderings
proved a godsend to scientists who
monitored their progress and thus
the movements of ocean currents, of
particular relevance today in tracking
the inexorable menacing drift of
dumped plastic.
What is wreck? Flotsam and Jetsam of
course – Derelict – self evident, and the
fourth, Lagan, is when goods are cast
overboard but buoyed to be collected
later. Could that invite skulduggery?
As happened with murky events in
West Wight some years ago when
parcels of drugs were found tethered
to buoys waiting to be picked up, but
retrieval was thwarted and justice was
swift.
Be it treasure or trivia, globsters or
Moby Ducks, what the sea takes, it
often throws back. The Receiver of
Wreck must be ready for anything.
Jane Pearson

Enter stage right, the Receiver of
Wreck, who keeps a beady eye on our
beaches. Curiosities washed up on
Photo: Sam Kurtul

Picture Quiz
Can you spot where these places
are in and around the Parish
of Fishbourne

1

The Rickman family being presented with a bottle of champagne by
“Glen Liege” as winners of the Cryptic Crossword in the August issue

2

Where was I?

familiar; perhaps because it was
used as the location for Dr. Who and
Torchwood?

I’m on the hunt. Searching for traces
of Bill Stickers, Red Biddy, Catch me
if you Can, See me Run, and Bludy
the Lord Bishop of the Gladstone
Islands, founding members of the
Ferguson Gang. Bill Stickers was
an Islander, living at Freshwater in
1922, redoubtable, a double 1st from
Cambridge, a Sanskrit scholar and
niece of Lord Gladstone. Red Biddy
had communist leanings and a total
disinterest in soap and water. But who
were the others? What were they up
to? Time to investigate I reckoned.

Then comes a town divided by a river,
both towns thought to have originally
been named after sandbanks. On, on,
until I arrive at an enchanting estuary,
sail in and anchor.

I sail down Wootton Creek, track
westwards down the coast and pass a
creek and hamlet where once a weak
king was reputed to have ﬂed in a
huff after being forced to sign a Great
Charter.
Then I see another inlet leading to
a bay, originally called Meade Hole,
the notorious haunt of Elizabethan
smugglers and pirates who would
prowl and pounce on unsuspecting
French and English vessels; but now
its new name is far more apposite.
Meandering west, I leave behind the
formal gardens and Italianate towers
of a house designed by a prince
and where a Queen once invited a
strangely named Ethiopian elephant
to join her for tea on the terrace.
Alas, not exactly a social success and
the elephant sadly galumphed off to
pastures new at London Zoo. Maybe it
didn’t care for the sandwiches.
Further along, above the early
morning mists I spy crenellations and
turrets peeping through the trees,
and what appears to be an imposing
mediaeval castle. It looks strangely
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Half a mile from there lie the remnants
of what had once been an important
medieval town of the Island and a
rotten borough, but its name belies its
age. Peace and birdsong surround me
in the tranquil countryside, as I pass
the few small houses still standing,
and eventually come to the ancient
Town Hall.
One of these buildings was rescued
from oblivion in the 1930s by Bill
Stickers and her philanthropic
Ferguson gang. But why I wonder did
they stuff bundles of donations into
the carcase of a goose and leave it
on the desk of the head of a national
charity. Why did they deliver a rolled
up £100 note inside a cigar? And
in 1939 they created a bomb scare
by leaving a metal pineapple full of
Victorian coins at the charity’s AGM,
and were all arrested.
Where did they meet; what was the
Boo. How was the charity connected
to Frenchman’s Creek, Shalford Mill,
Sennen Cove, and stretches of English
countryside; which Island building
was saved, do you recognise all the
places I passed? And what about that
elephant?!
I was once told that there’s no such
thing as cheating; it’s called initiative;
so use all the initiative you can to
solve the conundrums.
Answers in the next issue.
Jane Pearson

4

5

Answers
in the next issue.
Sarah Talbot

Small Copper

Curlew

Nature Notes
What to see in September
Autumn is now in full swing with
the majority of our summer visitors
having departed. Swallows and
House Martins are on their long and
hazardous south while Swifts and
Sand Martins are a distant memory
after the last few individuals were seen
in mid-September.
We are now starting to welcome back
our wintering waterbirds with the ﬁrst
returning Brent Goose likely to have
been reported by the time you are
reading this article. A Curlew which
was colour-ringed as a chick in the
Netherlands in May 2011 has recently
returned to St Helens Millpond for the
ninth successive year. Frustratingly
there have been no summer sightings
of this bird so we do not know
where it spends its summer away
from the Island: does it return to the
Netherlands each year?

Southern Migrant Hawker

Photo: Derek Hale

There has also been some excitement
in the insect world after I found a new
species of dragonﬂy for the Island at
Briddlesford Woods Nature Reserve.
While covering a fortnightly dragonﬂy
survey I saw and photographed four
male Southern Migrant Hawkers at
the end of July on the same day as
another observer found two males at
Bouldnor.
It was a rare vagrant from mainland
Europe but due to climate change,
this species is spreading north
and has bred in Essex and Kent in
recent years. They frequented the
ponds at Briddlesford which had low
water levels as they emulated their
Mediterranean habitat and were last
seen on 10th August. We already have
two Mediterranean species trying to
establish sustainable breeding colonies
on the Island, Southern Emerald
Damselﬂy and Red-veined Darter so
it is hoped that Southern Migrant
Hawker may end up being another
breeding species in the coming years.
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It appears to have been a good
summer for a number of species of
butterﬂy, mainly those that bred early
and late in the season. The second
generation of Small Copper currently
on the wing appear to be abundant
in comparison to their normal small
numbers. Despite their diminutive size,
the males are quite feisty and can be
seen sparring amongst each other and
attacking other insects if they try to
share their nectar source.
There have also been an above
number of reports from members
of the public in the past few weeks
regarding a large moth found in their
garden or on their fresh laundry.
It is a Convulvulus Hawk-moth, an
immigrant species which resides in
Africa. Some of the newly-emerged
adults ﬂy north to Europe to breed
and it is some of their offspring which
reach Britain. It is likely to be seen for
a few more weeks depending upon the
weather as it is attracted to gardens
especially if they have Nicotiana in
bloom or night-scented ﬂowers.
Finally autumn heralds the fungi
season so keep an eye open in the
woods and copses. Enjoy engaging
with nature.
Jim Baldwin

Convulvulus Hawk-moth

Photo: Butterﬂy Conservation

