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Remembering

From the
Chairman
Parish meetings are still taking place
online. Any resident can join the
meeting, just contact the Clerk. They are
held at 7pm on the second Thursday
of the month. One of the items under
discussion is a new notice board in the
Firestone Glade area. We are currently
investigating the best location.
No progress has been made recently
on the proposed parking restriction
at the lower green. The scheme has
been agreed but implementation by
Island Roads, originally scheduled for
September, is frustratingly not yet in the
work schedule. We continue to chase
them.
We are seeking an additional Councillor
to bring us back to strength. It is an
opportunity to represent your local
community, comment on planning
applications (training provided), suggest
and investigate local improvements,
work with Wightlink (very trying at
present) or even work on this newsletter.
Its our parish and it’s up to us to
maintain and improve our environment!
If you are interested please contact
me (Malcolm.hector@gmail.com) or
Maxine, our Clerk.
Malcolm Hector

Due to this second period of
“Lockdown”, Remembrance Sunday
around the country was a low key
event, despite it being 100 years since
the unknown soldier was returned to
the UK, and the Cenotaph in Whitehall
was unveiled.
Here in Fishbourne a few residents
stood at the end of their gardens, at
the Oak Tree Green and marked the 2
mins silence at 11am. Others did so
at home, but wherever we were we
remembered the huge sacriﬁce of our
fellow men and women.
Remembering our neighbours
The residents of Fishbourne did a
fabulous job looking out for their
neighbours during the last lockdown.
As we move into winter and darker
colder nights, it is even more
important that the more vulnerable

or isolated in our community are not
forgotten or neglected. Many in the
Parish have offered their support once
again, which is wonderfully uplifting
during this rather bleak period!!
If you are struggling or needing
support, please contact either Councillor
Sarah Talbot on 07772 165000, or Parish
Clerk Maxine Warr, 07815 990019 and
help will be arranged.
Other organisations that may be
able to offer support or advice.
■ Age UK Isle of Wight website:
www.ageuk.org.uk/isleofwight
■ Isle of Wight Community
Mental Health Support Hub: www.
iwmentalhealth.co.uk
■ Citizens Advice - Help
Through Crisis: www.iow.gov.uk/
HelpThroughCrisis. 01983 823859.

■ Self-isolation toolkit IW: www.iow.
gov.uk/documentlibrary/download/
covid-19-self-isolation-toolkit
■ Community Resilience coordinators
at Citizens advice: Gingham@actioniw.
org.uk
■ Aspire Ryde- Community service.
01983 716020: www.aspireryde.org.uk
Remembering to be vigilant
Parish councillors have had a few
reports of theft and minor damage
recently, perhaps not surprising as
some people are struggling ﬁnancially
at present. We would therefore
remind residents to be especially
vigilant. Remember to lock up sheds,
bikes, boats etc. Don’t make it easy
for the “opportunist”! Have a Happy
Christmas and a Peaceful and Healthy
New Year.

In 1972 we bought a house in Kent,
which was my ﬁrst project; we had
speakers in the ceilings, a sunken bed,
and an electric table that served as a
coffee and dining table – weird! Then
four years later we bought a derelict
chapel in the Isle of Wight which was a
major reconstruction project.

My Battle with
Dyslexia
My name is Christopher Sullivan and
I’ve lived in Ashlake Copse Road for
the past four years.
This article is about my battle with
Dyslexia. In my school days, dyslexia
and autism were treated as learning
difﬁculties but little was done to help
or understand, so I gradually became
more withdrawn. English and Maths
became increasingly difﬁcult and even
now I run away from ﬁlling forms and
dealing with authorities. Today I hope
that attitudes have changed, for if not
and it has failed to pick up such a huge
amount of latent talent, we let down
our children and society.
I trained as an electrician and it
was that that at last gave me the
opportunity to understand equations,
and Ohm’s Law, but I still never
touched a book. And if ever my
colleagues started doing crosswords I
would disappear!

I was from a working class background
and when Thatcher came to power
in 1979 I was incensed and joined
the Labour party and, for the ﬁrst
time connected with the philosophy
of dialectical materialism which has
sustained me to this day – even more
so in the difﬁcult times that my wife
and I are now going through. The
comrades encouraged me to read,
though my ﬁrst book was read to me
by my wife. ‘The Ragged Trousered
Philatelists’, which prompted me to
explore works by writers like George
Orwell, Stephen King, Steinbeck and
Jack London, all of which were eye
openers.
In 2000 we went on our ﬁrst cruise
round the Mediterranean but met
gales in the Bay of Biscay. Dena was
seasick and I was landsick, so I sought
sanctuary in the library and chose
a book about tanks rolling up the
White House lawns which was the
biggest load of rubbish I’ve ever read!
I reckoned I could do better than that
– and it was that that inspired me to
start writing. But I’ll be honest and say
that without the computer I wouldn’t
have stood a chance. When something
was spelt wrongly, the computer keys
used to ﬂy up in the air and the screen
immediately ﬂashed ‘you’ve got to
be kidding’! I’m not going to tell you
this has been easy for me and I’ve
probably spent more time correcting
than writing, but I have enjoyed it.

I wrote several short stories; I believe
about eighteen, all different genres,
and contained in my book ‘Tales
from the Isle of Wight and Beyond’,
published this year. My second book
was called ‘Hope’ which was a political
fable and a mixture of Animal Farm
and Jungle Book and at the same time
I wrote a story for my Mum called
‘Clive’s Inheritance’ which made her
laugh and I later published both stories
in one book. My next story escape
from reality, named The Borrack
Chronicles, is a fantasy about some
children and their ﬁght with adversity
and I think that this might well be my
best work. In 2010 my wife encouraged
me to enter a writing competition
and, for the ﬁrst time in my life I
received a prize. I then entered another
competition and my story was read on
Solent Radio at Christmas by Edana
Minghella. I have one other book I’ve
written, called ‘The Rubicon’ which
I hope to publish in the New Year,
but unfortunately, my wife, who has
helped me, has slowly lost so much to
the ‘secret thief‘ – dementia, that she
will not be able to help me proof read.
My next story will be sad for me to
write, but it needs to be, for no person,
family, or friends want to watch the
slow and devastating impact of such a
condition.
I’d like to ﬁnish by thanking everyone
for their kind words, their help and
their support at this most trying of
times.
And should anyone wish to purchase
any of my books I can do so on their
behalf, at author’s rates and, if you so
wish, perhaps give a small donation
to a charity of Fishbourne Parish
Council’s choice.
Christopher Sullivan

The Fishbourne
Our plans for the pub are, shall we say,
“work in progress”. At the moment
we are still intending re-opening
after the second lockdown and will
follow whatever guidance we need
to, from the Government. We are
taking bookings for Christmas Day
and our menus and booking forms can
be found on our website, enquiries
during lock-down need to be directed
to ofﬁce@innsofdistinction.co.uk.
New Years Eve is still in the planning
but we will be open and celebrating
the coming of 2021 albeit a few hours
early if the current 10pm closure is
still in force, we will celebrate Russian
style at 9pm so we would advise
customers of an early start! We will
keep everyone informed via our
website and social media.

We are used to large loads trundling up Fishbourne Lane, but this was something out
of the ordinary – new rolling stock for the Island Line!
Photo: Phil Davey

the morning by cooking bacon baps.
Sadly, after 10 years we had to leave
the Garlic festival, but were then
welcomed at the Bestival and served
all those wonderful quirky festival
goers who came to love the WI.
At forty three I became the youngest
Federation Chairman. The Board
supported me in promoting the WI
and our island membership as we
organised many prestigious events,
some with celebrity speakers, and
encouraged all Island involvement in
Christmas shows, pantomimes and
concerts. It was a special time but
after ﬁve years as chairman, nothing
could have prepared me for my next
challenge which was being co-opted to
the National Board of Trustees.

The WI on the IW
Anne Longford has been a
Fishbourne resident for more than
25 years and the WI has played a
big part in her life.
I joined the Island WI forty years ago
when our boys were ﬁve, three and
one. I‘ve enjoyed clubs and women’s
company and at that time in my life I
rather needed to be myself, not just a
mum or a wife and as it turned out, the
WI has shaped my life beyond belief.
Why not join a local branch of the WI
in 2021.
There were over forty WI’s on the
Island, and I became one of 1200
members locally and more than
a quarter of a million nationally. I
embraced whatever Appley WI offered,
committee work, singing, drama,
fundraising or baking for big catering
events. I learnt a lot about people and
life, and as there was a mix of ages
in all WIs, I saw how each generation
can beneﬁt from friendship and skills
and learn from each other and, in due
course I became President.
After some years I was honoured to
be invited to join the Island Federation
Board of Trustees. I did exhibition
work at shows, and eventually won
a bursary to go to the WI residential
college in Oxfordshire. I came home
full of excitement and big ideas but
had to persuade the Board to back
me. They did, and we ran popular
events with traditional competitions
and displays at the County shows,
Wolverton Manor, and Osborne. We
also had fun running a tea tent at the
Garlic Festival for 10 years, relying
on our island members to bake the
fantastic array of cakes for which they
are famous. The amazing team even
slept at the show one night and gave
all the other show workers a treat in

I was now one of 12 elected members
from across the country, and was
delighted to have been asked to help
run this incredible, many faceted
organisation. I helped with the national
exhibitions and display stands which
took me to Alexandra Palace, NEC,
Tatton Park and Brighton, organising
demonstrators for each show and
volunteers to promote the WI. It
was hard work but satisfying. My
husband David has always been 100%
supportive, and as I was often away
from home for a few days, it was
just as well he knew his way round a
kitchen!
I enjoyed working at national level,
but it was not for the faint hearted as
we were expected to quickly head
up committees. I was appointed
chairman of Shows and Exhibitions
and also Education, which is our
main aim within the WI and why
Adelaide Hoodless in Canada started
our organisation at a time when new
mothers did not understand about
health and hygiene, baking for families
or general household chores. We care
passionately that members learn about
all areas of life and our communities
and that is why at every monthly
meeting across the country, we have a
speaker or an in-house teacher, so we
learn alongside the fun and friendship.
Media training was given by the BBC,
although thankfully the only camera
work got involved with was for a Gary
Rhodes programme, ﬁlming taking
place at his restaurant in London. It
turned out to be all about Gary, and
took six hours to ﬁlm, I featured for
about 30 seconds, but it was great fun,
with delicious food!
I was a Board member when the WI
calendar came out. Our chairman
at the time was in shock when it hit
the news, but we did quickly realise
that this was amazing PR, although
the reason for the fundraising was

heart wrenching and achieved with
such courage by these members.
The calendar and the subsequent
ﬁlm totally captured the public’s
imagination.
I met quite a few celebrities at annual
meetings and I often dine out on the
fact that I was on the stage the year
Tony Blair made his total faux pas,
completely underestimating the six
thousand members who did not wish
to hear a politically biased speech and
told him so.
After ﬁve happy years, I resigned my
place on the board as I was needed
to care for elderly parents, and family
comes ﬁrst in any situation. I was still
a member of my island WI, stepped
up to committee work and became
federation chairman, a post I held
for another 10 years. I have so much
to be grateful for to the WI, many
opportunities given to me, skills learnt,
and so many friends made across
the country. It has linked every bit of
my adult life and given me a chance
to be myself, adding to my life as a
wife and mother of three wonderful
sons. But that’s not the end, because
overlapping my WI life since 2009, I
have served as a Deputy Lieutenant for
the Isle of Wight, but that is another
story!
Anne Longford, DL.

Door-to-door
Deliveries
Fresh Milk

Tel: 643067 Mob: 077155 20680
Vicky Gallop will deliver on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Milk, Bread, Vegetables Etc.
Milk And More Tel: 0345 606 3606
website: milkandmore.co.uk
Will deliver milk, bread, veggies etc.

Fresh fruit and vegetables (and

much more)
The Barrow Boys
Tel: 566636. Web: barrowboyiw.co.uk
Free deliveries; orders by midday,
(Min. £8) and deliveries after 3.30pm.
Please note that in the present crisis,
some products might be in short supply

Come and collect
Wight Milk Shed,

Coppid Hill Farm, Havenstreet
Tel: 882489 (24 hour service)
website: chfwightmilk.com
Milk, butter, eggs, potatoes, bread,
jams, etc.
There is an honesty box, so please
take correct money.

Iced
Christmas
Pudding

4 glace cherries, cut into quarters
6 tabs. dark rum

Ice Cream
4 egg yolks
110g. caster sugar
425ml. thick double cream
200ml. Greek yoghourt
40g. creamed coconut, grated
Marinate all the fruits in the rum
overnight.
Next day, whisk egg yolks and sugar
together.

Delia Smith’s Christmas
You’ll need a 1.5 litre pudding basin

For the rum or Madeira soaked fruit
60g. candied peel (orange, lemon and
citron) cut into small chunks
25g. raisins

People you may
need to contact on
the Parish Council
Malcolm Hector Chairman
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning
Tel: 652024
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com
Cheryl Fontana Councillor
Tel: 01983 247759
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com
Ed Hopper Councillor
Responsibility Island Roads
Tel: 07973 899992
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com
Weronika Nowak Councillor
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com
Sarah Talbot Councillor
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability
Forum, WCFA
Tel: 882655
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com
Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council
Tel: 07815 990019
E-mail:ﬁshbournepc@btinternet.com
John Kilpatrick IOW Ward Councillor
Tel: 611212
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk
Please note: the web address is
www.ﬁshbourneiow.org.uk
It may also be accessed through
the Isle of Wight website using
the link www.iwight.com/parish
councils/

Bring the cream up to simmering
point in a small saucepan then add
the grated coconut, stirring until the
coconut has dissolved completely.
Pour cream and coconut mixture onto
the egg mixture, whisking all the time
– should thicken like light egg custard.
Cool slightly before adding the yoghourt. Stir well and leave to get cold.
Add the marinated fruits together with
the rum.

Clerk’s Corner
We are still working on the bird
interpretation board in partnership
with BirdAware Solent. This is an
exciting project which aims to educate
and help protect, our special coastline
and it’s wildlife.
Trading Standards have received
reports from residents about scam
calls claiming to be from Domestic
and General to say that the insurance
for their appliance has expired and
trying to set up a new policy. When
they asked for personal and banking
details the resident became suspicious
and hung up – he then contacted
Domestic and General directly who
conﬁrmed that it was a scam. This
can be quite dangerous particularly if
you already have domestic appliance/
boiler insurance, as the scammers will
convince you that it needs renewing
and take payments from your account.
You will probably end up paying for
more than one policy. Investigators
discovered one victim in Dorset was
paying for 48 policies!
Please be careful and if you are paying
for this type of insurance make sure
it’s only once.
There are also reports of the HMRC
phone scam rearing its ugly head
again – this is a threatening message
designed to scare you into handing
over money or bank details – the
HMRC will NEVER contact you in this
way. Some others below:
■ Phone call from BT to say that
they are laying cable in the area and

Stir well again, then pour the whole
mixture into the pudding basin, cover
with cling ﬁlm and place in freezer
until almost set – that’s when the ice
cream has the consistency of ‘soft
scoop’ and it can take up to 7 hours to
set to this stage.
Then stir very thoroughly to distribute
any ice crystals and make sure the
fruits are evenly distributed. Return to
the freezer overnight.
The ice cream will freeze, but remains
soft in texture. To turn it out, dip the
bowl brieﬂy in hot water, then slide a
palette knife around the edge. Serve at
once, cut into slices.
You can serve it with glace fruits in
Madeira. (Delia Smith’s Christmas
book)
Because this ice cream is soft in
texture, there’s no need to take it out
of the freezer in advance. But any left
over must be returned immediately to
the freezer.

checking download connections
speeds. They ask you to run a speed
test and then tell you to press window
+ R which will allow them remote
access on your device. BT will NEVER
contact you like this and they have
provided guidance on their website to
help you stay safe.
■ An email purporting to be from UK
Government advising you that your
government grant has been approved
and asking you to click on a link to
claim. If you check the email address
of the sender this is clearly NOT a
genuine Gov.uk email address and
they will NEVER contact you in this
way
■ An email from TV Licensing which
says that the licence could not be
renewed automatically and asks you
to set up a new direct debit or pay
now using debit/credit card. Again, the
sender email is clearly not a legitimate
address and TV Licensing will NEVER
contact you in this way.
Scam emails can be forwarded to
report@phishing.gov.uk
For more information, go to IWASP
(Isle of Wight Against Scams)
On a festive note, we are considering
planting a tree near the junction of
Firestone Copse Road and Kite Hill that
we can decorate each year with solar
lights.
My ﬁrst year as your Clerk has
certainly been interesting, but hope
next year will be a lot less eventful! I
would like to wish you all a very happy
and healthy 2021.
Maxine Warr

Small Businesses in
our area you may
wish to use
This text aims to provide information
for the local community
Centrepiece Cake Designs
248629 or 07795 844683
info@cakesiow.co.uk
Specialising in tailormade delicious
luxury cakes; creating beautiful elegant
and stylish designs with expertly skilled
sugarcraft. www.cakesiow.co.uk
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Of Trees and the Christmas Crib
It was mid-October and things were
starting to get back to some sort of
normality at Quarr. One Wednesday
afternoon we had a visit from Dr.
Colin Pope, retired County Ecologist,
and well known to the community.
The monks and the gardeners
accompanied him on a walk around
Quarr Estate and we could ask all the
questions we would.
The ﬁrst thing I learned was the name
of a tree that had long puzzled me. I
had met no-one who knew its name
before, but, perhaps, that was not
surprising. It is a native to one region
of China and Dr. Pope had never seen
one elsewhere. It is so uncommon
in the West that the “Maackia
Amurensis” has no commonly
recognized English name.
We were all a little disappointed to
learn that a splendid English Oak
growing below the Cemetery was no
more than three hundred and ﬁfty
years old. We had fondly imagined
it starting life when the bells of Old
Quarr Abbey could still be heard
ringing out in the early sixteenth
century. But, sadly, our wishful
thinking had to give way to stern
reality.
Further on, Dr. Pope conﬁrmed what
many of us had feared; that “Ash
Dieback” was present in at least some
of our Ash saplings in and around
Fishbourne Copse. This now well
established disease will cause havoc
in our ancient woodlands in years
to come, although some trees may
develop resistance in time. In the
Copy for the next issue of the
Newsletter by January 16th at the
latest. Please send to
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

meantime Dr. Pope encouraged us
to love the Sycamore more. So far, it
seems to be free of natural enemies.
As I write we are back in Lock-down:
the Church is closed for church
services and only the Teashop for
takeaways and the Farm-shop are
open. But we are looking forward to
Christmas and as a sign of hope we
are planning to build the Quarr Crib as
usual this year.
It is a big job. The foundations are
laid with one and a half truck-loads
of large stones. These are deposited
on the steps leading from the nave to
the choir. Then, the brick houses of
Bethlehem, the paved streets of the
little town, together with a cave for the
Holy Family are set up in the midst of
mossy green ﬁelds and a sandy desert.
It takes over a week to complete.
The Crib ﬁgures come from Italy
and their number and variety are a
cause of wonder in the best sense
of the word. Mary, Joseph and the
child Jesus are shown at the centre
of a great crowd of humanity; all go
about their everyday tasks: a shepherd
shears a sheep, a blacksmith shoes a
horse, girls carry water from a well,
musicians play an assortment of
instruments. Jesus has come for all
yet we need eyes to see the mystery at
the heart of things, eyes like the young
shepherd boy who shields his gaze to
look upon an angel announcing tidings
of great joy. Nevertheless my favourite
ﬁgure is the sleeping shepherd. He
seems oblivious to everything. But is
his heart not, perhaps, awake? I like to
think he is one who dreams dreams,
and sees visions, upon whom the
Spirit of God is poured out, who will
know the Son of God when he comes.
(cf. Joel 2:28 )
Brother Duncan

Creature Comforts 884270
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk
Your local pet shop, supplying all pet
requirements including wild bird seed
and squirrel food. Free Islandwide
delivery.
Financial Services
Little Zebra Services.
882462 or 07876 404042
Dawn Andrews MAAT FCCA
Professional help with tax returns, book
keeping, payroll services.
Gardener and horticulturalist
Christine Wood. 07421 770972
RHS Level 3 Diploma qualiﬁed;
experienced, friendly, professional and
reliable.
Hairdressing Angie White
07971 529140 or 883070
All aspects of hairdressing and hair
treatments. Committed to providing
excellence and skill.
Holistic Therapy The Olive Tree
Jo Michelmore 07435 955506
Aromatherapy, deep tissue massages,
facials, reﬂexology. Organic products.
www.theolivetreetherapies.co.uk
e-mail: theolivetreeholistic@gmail.com
Household construction jobs,
landscaping Rob Fraser
07484 722337. bobfraser@cfft.uk
Design, landscaping, small construction
jobs, including bathrooms and kitchens.
Maintenance Aron Lane
612445 or 07887 965916
Also painting/decorating, gardening.
Neat, tidy, friendly service, good rates.
Pilates with Alison Wootton.
07920 440992. alison.batchelor@ymail.
com. Fully qualiﬁed Level 3 Pilates
instructor and personal trainer. Small
group and 1-1 classes; online classes,
chair based exercises for older adults.
Power Boat Charters Rebel Marine
Matthew Randall 07495 234444
Skippered RIB and power boat charters.
Storage (small boats). RYA training
centre, boatyard services.
www.rebelmarine.co.uk
Tree Care Christian Hart
07717 248057 or 716885
Qualiﬁed arborist and tree surgeon.
All aspects of tree work undertaken
If anyone wants to be added to the list,
please contact Jane Pearson, Tel: 884138
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

The Daisie
Rich Trust
Three of the six trustees of the Daisie
Rich Trust live in Fishbourne, so it
seems appropriate to tell the community
a little about this grant giving trust.
The Daisie Rich Trust (DRT) manages
£3.6million pounds of assets through
the will trust of the late Miss Daisie
Rich, who died in 1955.
Over the years, the DRT has become
one of the largest grant giving trusts
on the Island. It gives over £140,000
pounds to ex-employees of the former
Island business, Upward and Rich, and
local good causes each year. Its funds
are generated from its comprehensive
portfolio of investments.
The DRTs policy is to support Island
Welfare, Services to the Community,
Youth, Health, Arts, Culture, and the
Environment. Many local charities
beneﬁt annually from the Trust. Many
have received consistent support for
their core services over decades.

A selection of these organisations
includes:
■ People in Crisis, who receive
donations through Housing
Associations and Christian Charities
to help with immediate needs and
emergencies. Small amounts of money
can make a tremendous difference at
a time of crisis. (Residents might like
to know that these small grants used
to be provided by central government,
and latterly local government and
Citizen Advice Bureaus. Over ten years
this has reduced from £750,000 per
annum to nothing.)
■ The Mountbatten Hospice has
beneﬁtted, from over £170,000 since
1999.
■ Island Youth Clubs, particularly
since the withdrawal by the IW Council
from Youth Services. (The award
winning Shanklin Youth Club has
received some £36,000 over the last 15
years.)
■ Island Concerts has received
£17,000 since 2007, bringing live world
class classical music to the people of
the Isle of Wight.

■ In addition, the DRT has a long
association with the Fairhaven Trust,
which has Fishbourne connections,
and the RVYC, through donations
which have helped those with
disabilities.
It has also supported Cowes Sailability
(formerly Fishbourne) and the UKSA
programme, to bring sailing to all
Island primary school children.
More information can be found on
our website, where the history of our
benefactor Miss Daisie Rich, her life
and family, are recorded. If you know
of a deserving cause you can also ﬁnd
an application form here. http://www.
daisierichtrust.org.uk/
Finally, I would like to mention the
outstanding charitable contribution to
this Trust from Geoff Leather, Funeral
Director, of some £80,000 over recent
years.
Keep safe in these difﬁcult times and
remember those not as fortunate as
ourselves.
Adrian Medley DL Chairman
Daisie Rich Trust

If circumstances permit, we plan to
reopen our outside bar and have
catering available once more from
Friday 4 December.

RVYC News

The House Committee has come up
with a plan for a movie night once
a month – the ﬁrst one is scheduled
for Wednesday 9 December and have
chosen a great feel-good one to start
off with – Fisherman’s Friends. The
movie was shot in the picturesque
setting of Port Isaac (or Port Wen
for Doc Martin fans!). Numbers will
be limited and there will be more
information nearer the date.
In the meantime, take care and stay
safe everyone and we look forward to
seeing you in December.
Helen Vrba (Vice Commodore)
The club has settled once again
into hibernation. The management
team continues to work away in
the background, preparing for a
reopening on 4 December and, further
ahead, a new look sailing and racing
programme for 2021.
We hope to be able to run the remaining
dates for the Frostbite and Cruiser
Autumn series on 6 and 20 December.
Our prize-giving this year will need to
be run in a Covid-compliant manner,
but it is more important than ever
to celebrate and acknowledge the
fortitude of our community in getting
out on the water in 2020. Watch this
space for the how and when.

Hot off the press is support for both
a New Year’s Day Race and a ‘Chilly
Willy’ series during January and
February, probably run from the
Club start line for all classes. Sailing
Committee are ﬁnalising these plans.
We are also looking to 2021 for a
full calendar of events around our
individual race series; Adult Sailing;
Onboard Programme; Cadet and Adult
power boating; our 175th celebrations
and of course the Merrydown Regatta
in September. All this planning
happens at this time of year, and as
we did during 2020, we will need to be
as ﬂexible as we can for what COVID
throws at us in 2021.

Quarr Abbey
Art Gallery
Here are the Gallery ﬁxtures for
December, Covid restrictions
permitting.
3 December – 8 December
Angela Sowden
10 December – 15 December
Martin Swan, Sally Woodford and
Sarah Talbot
17 December – 22 December
Jessie Lloyd

Remembrance although, as pictured
above, the church at Binstead was
decorated with a display of poppies for
the week of Remembrance. However,
a video service of Morning Prayer for
use during the month of November is
available on YouTube by using the link
https://youtu.be/TxDce62uKZ8

The Display of poppies in Holy Cross
Church for Remembrance
Photo David Langdon

The Church of
the Holy Cross,
Binstead
(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)
As we embarked on the second
national lockdown at the beginning of
November, it would have been easy
to feel that we were entering a dark
tunnel with little light at the end of it
- but, suddenly, we heard the news
that tests on a trial vaccine had shown
it to be unexpectedly effective and
that several more similar vaccines
were also on the brink of proving
themselves. So, as I write, hope is in
the air and there is light at the end of
the tunnel.
The lockdown meant that once
again churches had to be closed for
public worship and so we were not
able to hold the planned Service of

Where was I?

Answers to the Quiz in the last issue
1. In 1927 six women friends, all
highly educated and well connected,
felt there was a need to slow the
creeping growth of urbanisation, so
formed a group called the Ferguson
Gang; their aim was to raise as much
money as they could to support the
efforts of the National Trust which
wished to preserve the historic and
natural environment. They soon
appreciated the beneﬁts of publicity
– hence the bizarre ways in which
they delivered their donations. They
all had pseudonyms but insisted on

Although we fully expect that church
services will be permitted once the
lockdown ends, we intend to produce
online services each month for use
by those who are unable to attend
church in person. There will be a video
service for December, including a
Christmas Eucharist and carol singing,
available from the beginning of the
month, and another Morning Prayer
for January. We are also producing a
special Christmas video for children
which will be available on YouTube
for use by families and schools. The
links for all these services will be
published on the church website
www.holycrossbinstead.org.co as, of
course, will details of all the services
that we hope will take place over the
Christmas season.
December begins with Advent, the
period leading up to Christmas.
Who knows how we will be able to
celebrate Christmas this year but of
one thing we can be certain, love will
always triumph over evil and we will
ﬁnd ways to share our joy with those
we love, remembering that the holy
family celebrated the birth of Jesus far
from family and home, camping out in
a cowshed because they were unable
to stay in a hotel. Jesus was born
into a dark world but, as St John tells
us, he was the light of the world, the
light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness does not overcome it.
May we all have a happy and a blessed
Christmas.

Picture Quiz
Can you spot where these places
are in and around the Parish
of Fishbourne

1

2
Answers
in the next issue.
Sarah Talbot

Answers to pictures shown in the last
issue of the Newsletter
1.The inhabited part of Quarr Abbey ruins.
2.Kite Hill Campsite Firestone Copse Rd
3. Bottom of Kite Hill, right hand side, close
to Wootton bridge
4.Footpath from Quarr Hill looking north to
Quarr ruins and the Solent beyond.

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton)

5. The far end of Barge Lane looking over
Wootton Creek.

remaining anonymous though Bill
Stickers, after her death, was revealed
to be Dr. Margaret Steuart Pollard (nee
Gladstone) from Freshwater.

4. Osborne House; and the elephant
was called Gwold. I have an old photo
of Queen Victoria and the elephant
gazing morosely at each other, and,
with the help of the archivist at London
Zoo, I have photos of it happily ensconced
at the zoo with two other elephants.

2. The creek where King John was
reputed to have sought sanctuary was
King’s Quay.
3. Meade Hole . There’s some dispute
about this, but the 1611 map by John
Speede shows a small creek called
Shoﬂet (also in the Domesday Book
as Soﬂet). And Meade Hole is marked
as being half a mile northwest of
this, so on what is now Barton Hard.
Smugglers used the small creek to
lie in wait, and also as a ‘safe house’
where they stored their plunder.

5. Norris Castle
6. East Cowes and West Cowes
7. Newtown Creek and Newtown, and
it was the Town Hall there that was
rescued.
8. The Boo? was the Minute Book
of the Ferguson Gang – but they had
entitled it in such large letters that they
had no room for the K!

with previous sightings which can
make interesting reading.
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Osprey

Nature Notes
What to see in December

number to get further details about the
bird, the shape of the ring shows it was
ringed in Scandinavia where there is a
large population of Osprey.

With the change of clocks and shorter
daylight hours, winter is upon us.
Autumn did produce a few further surprises since my last newsletter article.

Bird ringing has helped to uncover a
lot of the mysteries of bird migration.
Some of the birds have a coloured ring
on their leg which helps to identify
them when observed in the wild.

A migrating Osprey spent a week in
the Old Mill Pond area at the end of
September feeding up for its long
journey south. It was only reported
by a few people who saw it as it
spent a lot of the time tucked away in
woodland.
Wootton Bridge resident Steve France
was one of the lucky few and his lovely
photo shows that it has a large metal
ring on its right leg. Although it is not
possible to be able to read the ring

If you happen to see a colour ringed
bird, please make a note of the species
of bird, the code on the ring, whether
the ring was on the bird’s left or right
leg and the date you saw it. Ideally
if you can get a photo this is greatly
appreciated by the ringer. Armed with
all of this information, please forward
it to myself at wightbto@hotmail.
com and I will endeavour to contact
the ringer. In return I should be able
to then send you the bird’s life history

Mediterrean Gull
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As an example there are several
colour-ringed Mediterranean Gulls
overwintering on the Island. One bird
I saw at Ryde Sands had the code
“30P4” on the colour ring, positioned
on the bird’s left leg, and it turned
out to have been ringed in Belgium
as an adult bird in 2010. This means
it is at least 13 years old. It has spent
most winters since 2010 on the Island
and then returns to Belgium for
the breeding season, and has also
been seen in Sussex, France and the
Netherlands. This is a good example
how the ring does not interfere with
the bird’s lifestyle but has produced
a lot of vital information to help us
understand the species movements.
The mild weather has meant that
some of our insects are still on the
wing with November reports of
dragonﬂies and migrant moths while
Red Admirals are still being seen like
this one photographed by Kay Shaw
in her Wootton Bridge garden on 10th
November.
The wintering thrushes, Fieldfare
and Redwing, have now arrived on
the Island and can be seen in ﬂocks
enjoying the harvest of berries.
If you are in the Ryde area, now is the
peak time to watch the Brent Geese
in the Solent feeding on the eelgrass
beds between Osborne and Ryde.
When they have ﬁnished grazing the
majority will move further east to
spend the remainder of the winter
around Bembridge.
Stay safe and enjoy nature.

Red Admiral

Jim Baldwin
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This is your Newsletter! Are you happy with the content? Do you ﬁnd the articles interesting or informative?.
Please let us know what you would like to see in the Newsletter. Contact: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

