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Over Christmas with all our plans 
cancelled I reflected on the vagaries 
of being a Parish Councillor. As a 
summary it’s a bit like trying to push 
a spongy rolling ball up a hill full of 
objects and sticky glue to stop you 
making any progress. When I joined 
the Parish Council some nine years 
ago we attempted to get a parking 
restriction at the lower green. We are 
still working on this – every time you 
think you have made progress the 
process grinds to a halt.

Yet the Council has considered 
and commented on 16 planning 
applications, created a support hub 
for local residents, improved the 
Parish Newsletter, moved the rubbish 
bin on the lower green as requested 
by local residents, corresponded 
with Wightlink on numerous 
occasions, upgraded the website, 
made representations to the Isle of 
Wight Council in respect of traffic on 
Fishbourne Lane and monitored and 
maintained the ongoing contracts for 
grass cutting and rubbish collection.

We have made some progress in 
this difficult year and are meeting 
remotely, which until now would not 
have been possible as the Government 
had to pass specific legislation to 
allow this to happen. Any resident 
can attend these zoom meetings, just 
e-mail the Parish Clerk and request a 
link and a password. Keep safe, have 
as little close up contact with other 
people as possible, and if you are 
struggling please contact us.

From the 
Chairman

Moving into Lockdown#3 this month, 
sadly meant the cancellation of our 
New Year’s Day race and the new 
winter series. The last race held was on 
the 20th December. Hopefully, we’ll be 
in a position to start our racing further 
into the spring as long as restrictions 
allow this. Recreational boating can 
still take place during this lockdown, 
provided the rules are followed.  

You’d hardly know that there’s a big 
sailing event in New Zealand if you 
relied on TV and newspapers for your 
sailing news. Even Britannia’s four 
race wins didn’t make the news as 
much as American Magic’s spectacular 
capsize and rescue! You can watch the 
racing on Sky Sports Mix as well as on 
YouTube – click on the link to watch all 
the races https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zwfu1-24T7Q

Given the time difference, if you want 
to watch ‘live’, you’ll have to get up at 
2am! But you can watch all the races 
via streaming sites and one of the best 
of these is Live Sail Die. If you watch, 

you’ll see a couple of very familiar 
faces fronting the on-the-water and as 
it happens commentary.  

First up is Brad McLaughlin, son of 
John and Sue, who has been based 
in NZ for some time, with a very 
successful sailing and racing career 
out there. Now he’s become an ace 
commentator on the most exciting 
racing in the world. Go Brad!

Second up is RVYC honorary 
member, Shirley Robertson OBE.  
(Some of us will remember her visit 
to the club back in 2005(!) when 
our then Commodore, Babs Wise, 
presented Shirley with her honorary 
membership.)  Shirley now has a 
highly-successful broadcasting career, 
and is regarded as one of sailing’s 
most successful commentators.  

The outcome of the Prada Cup between 
the 13th and 22nd of February will 
determine who will challenge Team NZ 
in the America’s Cup.

Helen Vrba (Vice Commodore)

RVYC News
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leaving the area undisturbed until Feb. 
Dead flowers and stems provide a 
diverse environment which is a haven 
for wildlife. Cut down to around 10cm, 
and leave cuttings for up to a week 
before removing, allowing them to dry 
and shed seeds back into the soil.
Future years should produce more 
native flowers for bees and other vital 
pollinators to enjoy.
Thank you.

Native Wildflower Seed Mix 
Step 1.  Prepare the Ground. You have 
enough for about 1 sq. meter. Sow 
into clear, bare unfertile soil. 

Step 2. Sow now by casting as evenly 
as possible.  Once sown, press down 
with a flat surface.

Step 3. The seeds contain perennial 
species, which can be slow to 
establish and may not flower in the 
first year. Most should flower in year 
one. After flowering, we recommend 

Do your bit for biodiversity 
and plant these seeds



In the early 1800’s Lavinia, the 
Countess Spencer, wife of the 2nd Earl 
Spencer, visited Ryde every year in 
“The Season” and rented a property 
overlooking the sea. The Earl had been 
the First Lord of the Admiralty in the 
late 1700s and early 1800s.

Ryde was a very popular place with 
the wealthy and the aristocracy – sea 
bathing, the healthy climate, and 
drinking sea water were considered 
to have healing benefits. Thus the 
properties available for renting were 
few and far between. As a result 
the Earl and Countess thought it 
best to have a house built on some 
land leased by them in what is now 
Spencer Road. This house, named 
‘Westfield’ was ready in 1810 – it still 
stands on the site in Spencer Road but 
now somewhat altered.

In 1810 Countess Spencer considered 
there were far too many children 
running wild in Ryde and getting 
into mischief (many did not have the 
opportunity to even earn a penny or 
so), and decided to have a school 
built for them. The Countess started 
in earnest collecting money to buy 
some land. Her daughter Lady Sarah 
Spencer wrote the following to her 
Grandmother – the Dowager Countess 
Spencer at Althrop, dated October 1st, 
1810 from ‘Westfield’, Ryde.

“Mama is in a great fuss establishing 
a school here, upon Dr. Bell’s plan. The 
poor children are as yet very badly 
off for instruction and the Methodists 
are in consequence spreading very 
fast. Mama means to purchase a bit 
of land and build a large room, and 
a cottage for the schoolmaster. She 
is very zealously assisted by our 
clergyman, whom is a most excellent 
man. The plan for the building is, as 
you may imagine, already drawn, 
and she has been very successful 

in every thing but one, not the least 
essential point – getting the land. 
Money being very necessary to set 
out with, Mama boldly applied to Mr. 
Hawkins Browne, who, you know, 
has a large sum to spend in charities 
by his predecesssor’s will and he has 
engaged to give £200! Is not that too 
lucky? Our Bishop of Winchester we 
have great hopes of; and in short, if 
we can but get the cross old landlady 
of this estate to let us have a quarter 
of an acre of her land, we shall go 
on swimmingly. It would be quite 
delightful to see a good school rise 
up here to have it to overlook from 
Westfield…”

Dr. Bell’s plan was for the elder pupils 
to teach the younger ones to read 
and write. The “cross old landlady” 
was Jane Player, the widow of the 
deceased William Player who had 
been the Lord of the Manor of Ashey 
and Ryde, who was the real “architect” 
of the town of  Ryde in the late 1700’s. 
She lived in the Manor House which 
was on the seafront in Lower Ryde on 
land where the lower car park is in St. 
Thomas’ Street and adjacent to the 
Prince Consort Building.

The school was built on land acquired 
in Melville Street and still stands today 
on the site, although now somewhat 
dilapidated. It should be remembered 
that in the early 1800’s the area to the 
east of George Street was very much 
countryside and the school stood by 
itself on open ground. It was a small 
two storey cottage for the headmaster 
with two large classrooms attached 
at the rear. If we look at the building 
today, known as “Vectis Hall”, the 
west side is still part of the original 
and was the Headmaster’s cottage 
with the original entrance and part 
of a classroom showing to the east, 
although the main part of the eastern 

side seen today was added much later.

Due to the personal efforts of Countess 
Spencer, the first school in Ryde was 
opened on the 31st August 1812 and 
named St. Thomas National School. It 
was designed to take up to 340 boys in 
the morning and girls in the afternoon.     
There was a “tally” system of 
attendance – a “tally would be taken 
from a lower peg and hooked on to 
an upper peg – when the upper pegs 
were full, the Headmaster would know 
that all the children were at school. No 
doubt many children got their friends 
to fill the upper pegs to cover for their 
absence!

The school was a “Free School” 
although parents were encouraged to 
pay twopence a week for their children 
– very few indeed were able to do 
that. The school gained support  from 
the wealthy of Ryde and those who 
visited, and to that end two charity 
sermons were preached in St.Thomas’ 
Chapel during the season when it was 
expected that enough money would be 
raised in contributions to enable the 
school to remain financially sound.

In 1857 the school was transferred to 
Green Street where it remained until 
very recently, and  that building was 
used for many things – reading room, 
science museum, dance school and 
venue, YMCA events, WRVS during 
the war, and many other events.

Hopefully at some time a suitable 
memorial will be erected at St. 
Thomas National School to remind us 
all of the part this building played in 
the history and heritage of Ryde.

Roger Whitby Smith

St. Thomas National School

The building as it is now! 

The next census will take place on 
Sunday 21 March 2021.

■   For the first time this will be a 
digital-first census, but paper copies 
will be available for those who need it.

■   All households will receive an 
invitation to fill out the census 
questionnaire with a household access 
code and information to help them to 
take part online.

Please look out for the invitation pack 
that will arrive in the post and take part 
in this valuable headcount. 

If you need more information, please 
visit the Census 2021 website: www.
census.gov.uk 

Locally, you can also contact Parish 
Councillor Cheryl Fontana by email: 
cherylfontana1959@gmail.com or call 
247759



Turning of the year 

The yearly cycle of the liturgy and 
the seasons plays a large part in 
determining the life of Quarr Abbey. 
And the virus has meant that much 
of this life has had to remain behind 
closed doors for the past year. We 
did however manage to hold the 
annual carol service, even though it 
was shorter than usual and was held 
outside, in the courtyard before the 
church. Social distancing was strictly 
observed, both by the choir and the 
congregation. But thanks be to God 
there was no rain, and a respectable 
number of people braved a bright but 
cold winter afternoon. Linda Filby-
Borrett directed her own choir, “Voices 
of the Isle of Wight”, assisted by a 
number of the community. Owing to 
the challenges of singing at a distance, 
only well-known pieces were selected. 
But the soaring voice of Lucy Stevens 
singing her solo of “Holy Night” was 
proof enough that Covid did not have 
the last word at Christmas.

We had hoped that January 2021 
would see a return – at least partial 
– to normality. But that was before 
the Island moved first into tier 3, then 
tier 4 and was finally caught up in the 
national lock-down. At the moment 
we plan to keep the church open for 
Mass each day, and afterwards for 
private prayer until 12.30. Quarr is 
one of the Island’s holy places, and in 

these testing times we want Islanders 
to have the opportunity of tasting the 
peace which can be found in God’s 
house. We will continue to keep the 
health and well-being of the world in 
our prayers and before God.

I looked across at the pig-fields the 
other day; the pigs, at least, seemed 
to be living their lives as normal, 
unaware of and unaffected by the 
virus. I asked the young swineherd 
about his charges; he lives at the 
Abbey and assists our tenant farmer 
in caring for the animals. He told 
me that the impressive new boar 
is “somewhat playful” and needs 
watching. It is not a good idea to get 
into the field with him. If his straw 
needs renewing, or the water tap 
needs inspecting, the swineherd 
ensures that he is well occupied before 
climbing over the fence. Fortunately 
he is easily distracted by apples, or 
better still, acorns. But no citrus fruit I 
was told. This is poison for pigs, and 
usually they will not touch it. They 
have an instinct for what is not good 
for them. Looking ahead there are – or 
certainly should be – three expectant 
sows. That could mean anything from 
between twenty and forty piglets when 
they come to farrow in the Spring. 
As we leave Christmas behind us it 
is good to have something to look 
forward to. And even now the year is 
turning towards the coming of Spring 
and Easter. Easter is the feast of the 
Resurrection and new life. It is the 
Christian season of hope. How much 
we need that hope now.

Br. Duncan Smith

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by April 17th at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Centrepiece Cake Designs 
248629 or 07795 844683 
info@cakesiow.co.uk 
Specialising in tailormade delicious 
luxury cakes; creating beautiful elegant 
and stylish designs with expertly skilled 
sugarcraft. www.cakesiow.co.uk

Creature Comforts 884270 
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk 
Your local pet shop, supplying all pet 
requirements including wild bird seed 
and squirrel food. Free Islandwide 
delivery.

Financial Services 
Little Zebra Services. 
882462 or 07876 404042 
Dawn Andrews MAAT FCCA 
Professional help with tax returns, book 
keeping, payroll services.

Garage Door specialists A1 
Sean Thrippleton 884600 
www.a1specialists.co.uk 
Supply garage doors, roller shutters, 
repairs

Hairdressing Angie White 
07971 529140 or 883070 
All aspects of hairdressing and hair 
treatments. Committed to providing 
excellence and skill.

Household construction jobs, 
landscaping Rob Fraser 
07484 722337. bobfraser@cfft.uk 
Design, landscaping, small construction 
jobs, including bathrooms and kitchens.

Maintenance Aron Lane 
612445 or 07887 965916 
Also painting/decorating, gardening.
Neat, tidy, friendly service, good rates.

Pilates with Alison Wootton. 
07920 440992. alison.batchelor@ymail.
com. Fully qualified Level 3 Pilates 
instructor and personal trainer. Small 
group and 1-1 classes; online classes, 
chair based exercises for older adults.

Power Boat Charters Rebel Marine 
Matthew Randall 07495 234444 
Skippered RIB and power boat charters.    
Storage (small boats). RYA training 
centre, boatyard services. 
www.rebelmarine.co.uk

Tree Care Christian Hart 
07717 248057 or 716885 
Qualified arborist and tree surgeon. 
All aspects of tree work undertaken

Windows and gutter cleaning  
Brontoclean Jamie 475220 
info@brontoclean.co.uk 
Professional external cleaning solutions; 
windows and gutters, oil stain treatment, 
pressure washing of drives and decking. 
Friendly, reliable, efficient service.

If anyone wants to be added to the list, 
please contact Jane Pearson, Tel: 884138 
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

Small Businesses in 
our area you may 
wish to use
This text aims to provide information 
for the local community

Picture Sarah Talbot



It’s been a tough winter, worrying, 
lonely, and everyone longing for virus 
rates to slow down. Now the vaccine 
is rolling out and many have had the 
magic shot in the arm, so there is 
hope. Evenings are getting lighter, the 
weather slowly warming, spring is on 
its way, and there must be something 
we can look forward to in February?

Nil desperandum. I have found an 
enticing list of ideas. Perhaps you 
might like to enjoy the occasional 
National Day or so? How about 
National Freedom Day when 
eventually we’re released from 
Tier 4, and whether you’re on your 
own or bubbling, a little snack on 
National Dark Chocolate Day on the 
1st will definitely motivate your mojo; 
National Hedgehog Day when you 
count the hedgehogs in your gardens; 
National Do not Bother to Get up 
Day, a National Lame Duck Day, (6th) 
Housekeep your Computer Day (10th) 
a National Drink Wine Day, (18th), a 
Chill Out and Read in the Bath Day, a 
Kite Flying Day, (8th), Send a Friend 
a Card day, and most important, 
a National Caregivers Day on the 
19th. Maybe we should link the last 
two together?    Then, of course, St. 
Valentine’s Day.

But which Valentine, and which 

day? Did you know that there were 
possibly as many as 13 St. Valentines?    
Tragically many were martyred. One of 
them even became Pope – but alas for 
only 40 days and the only woman, a 
Santa Valentina in Spain.

The one we remember was St. 
Valentine of Rome, who lived in 
early 200 AD. The emperor Claudius 
decided that soldiers fought better 
when unencumbered with wives, so 
decreed that henceforth marriage was 
to be abolished. Valentine felt the path 
of true love should be encouraged 
not banned, defied the edict, and 
clandestinely conducted scores of 
weddings. Claudius got wind of what 
he was doing, arrested him and he 
was beheaded for defiance.

Or perhaps it was another Valentine 
– the Bishop of Terni, who comforted 
and tended the prisoners held in the 
noisome Roman gaols, and looked after 
the many victims of the plague that 
was ravaging the country. Somehow 
that holds a special resonance today as 
we battle our own pandemic and are so 
well cared for by our exhausted doctors 
and nurses who work with little respite 
morning, noon and night.

In 496 Pope Gelosius chose February 
14 to be to be the Feast Day of St. 
Valentine, maybe to honour the saint 

on the anniversary of his death, or 
perhaps to Christianise the unsavoury 
pagan festival of Lupercolia which 
fell on the same day. But if any of 
you forget to send a card to your best 
beloved, don’t despair. There is an 
abundance of other dates. You could 
opt to send a card on January 3rd , 
or the 7th , a date to fete St. Valentine 
of Raetia, or another on July 6, The 
Bishop of Interamna on July 30, St. 
Valentine of Viterbo, November 3rd, or 
Santa Valentina martyred on July 25.

And who first highlighted the day? 
Possibly Chaucer, who wrote a poem 
commemorating the date as marking 
the arrival of spring: “For this was on 
Seynt Valentyne’s Day, when every 
byrd comyth there to choose his 
mate”. Not long after he’d written it, 
one of the first Valentine cards was 
sent by Charles, Duke of Orleans in 
1415 when he was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London, to his wife in France,  
‘my very gentle Valentine’.

Our St. Valentine has much to do in 
the afterlife: his holy duties include 
listening to prayers and petitions; he 
is the patron saint of beekeepers and 
epilepsy, of fainting and travellers, 
is asked to intervene when there is a 
plague, and of course, he’s also called 
upon to protect and watch over the 
lives of lovers, and marriages and thus 
our hopes for the future.

Jane Pearson

National Freedom Day?

As I write, it is cold and dark, the 
very dead of winter – and yet as we 
take our daily walk we spot daffodils 
already coming into bloom under 

(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

the hedgerows in Ashlake Copse 
Road. The leaves are thick on the 
ground and the trees are bare above 
us – and yet a close look at the trees 
in the garden reveals the tiny buds 
on the branches already stirring into 
life. Covid infection rates are rising 
alarmingly – and yet already many of 
our older friends and neighbours have 
been vaccinated, with all the relief and 
renewed hope that brings. Nature’s 
cycle of dying away and re-birth, 
despair and hope, continues unabated 
and spring is already in the air.

At present, the churches in all three 
of our parishes are once again closed 
for public worship because of the 
high infection rate and following 
members of our congregations in all 
the churches having tested positive 
for the virus, and some having been 
quite unwell. However, we are much 
better prepared this time and there 
is a wide choice of online and video 
services which you can tune into on 
a daily or weekly basis, full details 
of which can be found in the pew 
leaflets on the church website (www.
holycrossbinstead.org.co). Of course, 
we hope to be able to resume public 
worship by Easter, and earlier if 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

possible. Meanwhile, the churches are 
open for private prayer on set days 
each week and, again, the details of 
days and times for each church are on 
the website. 

Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, 
is on 17th February. During the six 
weeks leading up to Easter a number 
of Lent groups will meet weekly on 
Zoom. Anyone who is interested in 
joining one of these groups, usually 
consisting of about eight people, to 
discuss and challenge questions of 
belief in order that we may each of us 
grow in understanding of who we are 
and what we believe in preparation 
for Easter, will be most welcome.  Full 
details of how to join a group will be 
on the website during the first weeks 
of February.

Easter this year is at the beginning of 
April, by which time we hope and pray 
that the virus may be receding, some 
normality may be returning to everyday 
life and we will be able to rejoice and 
celebrate the great Christian festival of 
renewed life and hope, whilst basking 
in the spring sunshine.  

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton)



Franciscans – dried figs  
Carmelites – almonds  
Dominicans – raisins 
Augustinians – hazelnuts

Nowadays we have a huge choice of 
decorations and the skill lies in careful 
balancing of colour, shape and flavour.     
Everything can be found in large 
supermarkets

100g. chocolate – dark, milk, white 
or to ring the changes, Orange 
Intense, Mint, After Eights, Crunchies, 
Maltesers – take your pick.

Selection of dried fruits, cranberries, 
sultanas, raisins, halved cherries, 
candied peel

Silver pearls, Nuts (be aware of 
allergies), Sea salt flakes, Ground 
cinnamon, Sugar nibs, snowflakes 
crystallised petals, Gold confetti 
(little gold discs), honeycomb fudge, 
sprinkles, dried chilli flakes, Soft silver 
pearls, Edible gold or silver shimmer 
spray, ginger squares (halved).

It’s important to lay out the toppings 
for each chocolate beforehand as 
you have to work fairly swiftly. Line 
a baking tray with a silicone mat or 
baking parchment. To stop it curling up 
brush a dab of butter in corners of tray 
to hold the parchment in position.

1. Find a heatproof bowl that fits neatly 
into the top of a saucepan half filled 
with water

These delicious little chocolates 
originated in Provence in mediaeval 
times, and became a Christmas 
tradition, called the Thirteen Christmas 
Desserts, representing Christ and the 
twelve apostles. They can be perfect 
for any celebration such as Easter, or 
for little presents anytime.

The decorations on each were chosen 
to symbolise the four religious orders 
at that time, so each topping echoed 
the colour of the individual robes.

2. Break the chocolate into smallish 
pieces, and put into the bowl.

3. Heat the water until it just begins 
to simmer and fit the bowl into top of 
saucepan.

4. Let the chocolate melt slowly, 
then turn off heat and, using a cloth, 
take bowl out. (It’ll be hot). Stir the 
chocolate gently from time to time and 
let it cool a little.

5. Carefully drop teaspoons of the 
liquid chocolate onto the parchment 
well apart. The discs will spread out 
slightly, so as it cools tidy them up 
into neater circles or, you can use a 
star cutter, Easter bunnies maybe, or 
something more decorative – use your 
imagination!

6. Let the chocolate cool a little  but 
they must still remain ‘tacky’. Then 
you can add all the decorations. If the 
chocolate begins to set, they won’t 
stick;  if it’s too gooey they’ll either 
slide off or sink!

7. If you want to give them a pretty 
glitter, once the chocs. are firmly in 
position, protect the table with a cloth 
or newspaper and give the 
mendiants a spray of gold or silver 
shimmer.

These can be made a few days 
beforehand, but don’t store in the 
fridge, or they’ll lose their shine

Mendiants
Easy to make and fun, 
elegant and pretty

Plastic is all around us – appliances, 
bottles, clips, dishes, electronics, food 
packaging, the list just goes on, and 
where this plastic ends up is of the 
most concern. In the last ten years, 
we, the international community, have 
made more plastic than in the previous 
century. One location where the 
presence of plastic has been rapidly 
increasing is our oceans – something 
we must prevent…

When you ‘let go’ of that crisp packet 
out at sea, you think this will have a 
minimal impact, its only another crisp 
packet, right? No, this is adding to a 
growing plastic pollution crisis in the 
marine environment, threatening the 
survival of marine creatures, food 
safety and quality and subsequently 
human health. To focus on marine 
creatures, plastic detrimentally 
disrupts food chains and leaves many 
creatures at risk of extinction. Marine 
wildlife, by their nature, mistake plastic 
as prey, leading to them becoming 
entangled in it, suffocating from, or 

digesting it. This means the plastic 
debris is often contained within their 
stomach, and when they are eaten 
as prey, this plastic is consumed by 
another animal, and so the chain 
continues. Alternatively, a species 
in the early stages of an ecosystem, 
depleted in number due to deaths 
from plastic pollution, creates a lack 
of food for animals at the top of the 
food chain, causing the extinction of 
some beautiful, incredible, majestic 
creatures such as the Galapagos fur 
seal.

An estimated 8 million tonnes of 
plastic end up in our oceans every year 
(figures from the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature), and this 
huge figure is unimaginable. Plastic 
doesn’t just impact marine animals, 
but humans as well. Plastics that are 
eaten by marine creatures such as fish, 
can end up inside us, as we consume 
them as part of our diet. 

However, there is hope, and we can 

change the state of our oceans for 
the better. In 2018, the government 
earmarked £61.4 million towards 
tackling ocean pollution research and 
management. However, change starts 
from within communities. We can 
all take small actions to help, such 
as buying products that are reusable 
and not made from single use plastic, 
using products made from recycled 
materials, reducing plastic usage and 
disposing of plastic in a responsible 
way – such as recycling where 
possible.

To conclude, do you still remember 
that crisp packet that you mistakenly 
thought would have minimal impact 
on the environment?  Next time, take it 
home with you, dispose of it properly – 
not at sea! It requires minimum effort 
but is a step towards turning the tide 
on plastics in our oceans make sure 
you’re not contributing to the plastic 
predicament in our awesome oceans!

Charlotte Andrews

Plastic Predicament in our Outstanding Oceans!
From under 18s in our community



Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Cheryl Fontana Councillor 
Tel: 01983 247759 
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899992 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Weronika Nowak Councillor 
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07815 990019 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

John Kilpatrick IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel: 611212 
E-mail: john.kilpatrick@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Clerk’s Corner
Meetings – Our meetings are 
continuing through Zoom during 
lockdown and all residents are 
welcome to attend. Three residents 
attended our extra planning meeting 
in December, and it was useful to hear 
their views on the applications. If you 
feel so inclined, contact me for the link.

There were two IW Council planning 
decisions since last month, both 
refused:

■   20/01831 Houseboat Puffin 
– proposed replacement dwelling

■   20/01929/FUL 6 Barge Lane 
– Retention of car port

Lower Green – We have installed 
two signs adjacent to the turning 
circle on the Lower Green, to try to 
discourage inconsiderate parking. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to have 
the lettering on the road surface, so 
this is the next best thing. We hope the 
consultation on parking restrictions 
along the Green will take place in the 
Spring. In the meantime, please report 
any inconsiderate parking you may 
witness.

Scams: 
Trading Standards are receiving 
increasing reports of a worrying 
scam that appears to be targeting 
anyone and everyone. The scammers 
are again using COVID-19 to con us 
into parting with money and details. 
The latest, is an official looking text 
purporting to be from the NHS saying 
that you need to book a vaccination 

appointment. This will then take you 
to a fake NHS form which will ask for 
bank details to prove your identity. 
This is a SCAM.

The NHS will never ask for a person’s 
banking information so please do 
not provide it. For  NHS COVID-19 
vaccination programme and roll-out 
visit: https://www.isleofwightccg.nhs.
uk/.../latest-information... 

The second scam comes in the form of 
a survey on social media. It  purports 
to be authorised by the local authority 
and alleges to find out how residents 
are coping with the covid-19 situation. 
Participants are requested to provide 
their personal details and are offered a 
payment of £25 for taking part. Giving 
bank details will allow scammers 
access to your bank accounts.

Be very wary of any links on social 
media and never give information in 
this way.

Scam emails can be forwarded to 
report@phishing.gov.uk

On a similar note, please be careful 
when disposing of boxes and 
envelopes that may have your address 
or contact details displayed. Identify 
thieves are always on the lookout for 
opportunities. This is a classic way for 
them to operate. If the rubbish ends 
up somewhere it shouldn’t, you could 
also be accused of fly tipping. This 
happened to one of our unfortunate 
residents, through no fault of their 
own!

Maxine Warr

You may have noticed that this happens 
to be the 50th edition of the Newsletter.

The first ever Fishbourne Parish 
Newsletter was printed and delivered 
in 2006, and put together by Patrick 
de Peyer, clerk to the newly formed 
Parish council. Abbot Cuthbert had 
been elected as the 1st Chairman, and 
the meetings took place at Quarr. All 
subsequent Newsletters, although 
having different editors, contributors, 
illustrators and indeed printers have 
been expertly “typeset” and designed 
by our very own Tony Hart. He has 
spent innumerable hours, over 14 
years assisting Fishbourne in this way, 
and we would certainly be the poorer 
without his graphic design expertise 
and experience. I would like to take 
this opportunity on behalf of Parish 
Councillors and Fishbourne residents, 

Some 
good news

to say a big and heartfelt ‘Thank you’ 
to Tony.

The PC would also like to thank all 
those in our community who are 
helping out and volunteering in so 
many ways right now, and those who 
have come forward and offered their 
services. Please remember to contact 
myself or our clerk if you are in need. 
All councillors contact details can be 
found in this issue.

Many of our more senior residents 
have now received the COVID vaccine, 
which is a huge blessing during this 
winter of bad news, and a cause for 
quiet celebration. It will be some 
time before we can relax our guard 
and start socialising again, but this 
is a big step towards such a time. It 
is also good to see so many folk out 
exercising, even if it does mean we are 
regularly ducking into the hedges out 
of each other’s way.

I am therefore hoping this may be the 
last time that there is a need to remind 

people where more specific help and 
support can be accessed, should you 
or someone you know require it.

Aspire Ryde – Community service. 
01983 716020: www.aspireryde.org.uk

Community Action Isle of 
Wight Community resilience  
zodonnell@actioniw.org.uk  
Gingham@actioniw.org.uk 

(There are still some spaces left on 
this free online course, on 23rd Feb 
1400-1600. It aims to help people 
develop their resilience during these 
challenging times)

IOW Community Mental Health Support 
Hub.www.iwmentalhealth.co.uk

Citizens Advice – Help through Crisis. 
www.iow.gov.uk/HelpThroughCrisis.  
01983 823859

Age UK Isle of Wight. www.ageuk.org.
uk/isleofwight

We are better together.

Sarah Talbot



Despite all the traffic, Fishbourne is 
a real haven for wildlife, and what a 
joy it all is. In our garden, a natural 
pond brings in a pair of ducks, lots of 
dragonflies, frogs, toads, newts and 
even grass snakes. A wildflower area 
is planned near the pond, to attract 
more butterflies and bees.

We are fortunate to have lots of trees 
of all descriptions, but my personal 
favourites are the Australian Wattle, 
Genko, Judas tree and (as yet, 
9inch baby) Walnut. I also love the 
stunningly colourful Acers.

For two weeks in July, glow worms 
appear at night on the back lawn. They 
are quite mesmerising.

Frequent visitors are the fox, and 
quite a family of badgers, who appear 
every night to feast on anything I can 
find to put out for them. The male 
badger would always stand guard and 

wait while the female ate. In the early 
days before wheely bins, a large male 
managed to get the lid off our metal 
dustbin (even when it was strapped 
down) and make a terrific mess! We 
regularly see bats, and slow worms 
too, and of course the squirrels are 
never far away. There is plenty of 
evidence of weasels, but I have only 
once spotted one. 

Soon after moving here, while lying, 
reading in the garden, I sensed a 
sudden movement on my flip flops. 
I looked down to see a squirrel. It 
quickly ran up my leg and arm, over 
my face and back into the May tree! 
They certainly do have very sharp little 
claws! I was taken aback, scratched 
and delighted.

Another time, when retrieving an 
upturned pie dish in an old flower 
border, I got quite a shock. It was 
full of baby slow worms! They were 

obviously enjoying the heat in their 
safe little hideaway. The pie dish 
stayed where it was!

We are most fortunate to have a great 
many birds here too. They love the 
garden for the water, the many and 
varied trees and shrubs and especially 
the berries, particularly the fruits of the 
Service tree of Fontainebleau (Sorbus 
latifolia). This tree I believe is quite 
rare on the Island, but is self seeded, 
and now very large. It is deciduous, 
has peeling bark, broadly oval, glossy 
dark green leaves, small white flowers 
in late spring, succeeded by (obviously 
delicious) rounded brownish red fruits.

Our garden is worth all the work. I am 
never at a loss for a job. I will always 
love it and all it’s many wonderful 
inhabitants and visitors.

PC

Amazing wildlife in the garden

Calling all under 18s
This is a request for local young 
people to contribute to a regular 
column in the Parish Newsletter on 
different aspects of, and solutions 
to Climate change and Biodiversity 
loss.

I feel it is vital that you young 
people are heard. It is a crisis that 
will impact your lives above all.

We know that you care, and that 
you probably know more than we 
oldies do, as to what is at stake.

If you feel impelled to write on a 
particular aspect of this subject, 
please send your article to me 
(email address below). Please 
include illustrations or diagrams if 
you wish.

Your piece should be between 300 
and 400 words. 

I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

Contact 
Sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com



At the time of writing, we are back in 
lockdown so our engagement with 
nature is confined to the garden and 
our local area.

Despite the winter weather there is 
still plenty to see and prepare in the 
garden to give nature a helping hand.

Now is a good time to think about 
either cleaning out your existing bird 
nest boxes or to consider buying 
or making one. Every year there is 
National Nestbox Week which runs 
from February 14-21st and this is 
the optimum time to install a nest 
box. There is a super website on the 
internet which has a lot of information 
about which nestbox for which 
species, how to build your own and 
where to site it. The link to the website 
is https://www.nestboxweek.com/

It is also a good opportunity to 
think about plants which attract 
bees, hoverflies, butterflies and 
moths to your garden to feed on 
the nectar. Butterfly Conservation’s 
website has some great tips and a 
list of the recommended plants for 
butterflies and moths (https://butterfly-
conservation.org/how-you-can-help/
get-involved/gardening ).

Finally, a pond is a great addition for 
watching wildlife in the garden. The 
British Dragonfly Society has some 
of the best information and ideas in 
building a pond to cater for all sizes 

Nature Notes
What to see in February

of gardens. There is nothing more 
enjoyable than watching dragonflies 
and damselflies at your pond in the 
summer ( https://british-dragonflies.
org.uk/get-involved/garden/ ).

So what are we likely to see in our 
gardens in February? One of the 
less common birds which could be 
seen is the Blackcap. Although our 
breeding population moves south for 
the winter, birds from Europe are now 
overwintering here. They love apples, 
especially if they are wedged into 
tree crevices, and fat balls. The male 
is clearly identifiable by his black cap 
while the female has a brown cap as 
seen in the photo above.

Female Blackcap

Male Brimstone 

Photo: Andy Butler

Photo: Jim Baldwin

Some early breeding species, such as 
Rook, Raven and Grey Heron will also 
be busy building nests and occupying 
them during February. Buzzards will 
start to be seen more frequently in 
the air guarding their territories from 
possible interlopers.

In recent years, there has been 
occasional above average warm days 
in February which lure some of our 
hibernating butterflies into gardens. 
Look out for Brimstone, Red Admiral, 
Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock. 
Brimstone can be found in virtually 
any habitat where either of its larval 
foodplant, Buckthorn and Alder 
Buckthorn, exists.

Brimstone has potentially the longest 
lifespan as an adult out of all of the 
species of butterfly in this country. The 
offspring emerge in July and August 
and overwinter as an adult. They will 
emerge on sunny days in the winter 
and then return to their hibernation 
site. The lovely flash of yellow on a 
sunny February day is another sure 
sign that spring is getting closer. 
The Brimstone’s peak flight time is 
in April and May when the adults 
emerge fully from hibernation. The 
male emerges ahead of the female 
with the sole intention of feeding and 
mating. Battered adults can even be 
seen occasionally in mid-summer as 
the new generation emerges having 
survived the best part of a year as an 
adult!

Stay safe and enjoy nature.

Jim Baldwin

This is your Newsletter!  Are you happy with the content? Do you find the articles interesting or informative?. 
Please let us know what you would like to see in the Newsletter. Contact: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com


