APPENDIX A

Fishbourne Parish Council - Chairman’s annual report 2020/21

This has been a most unusual year. We have been meeting over the internet using Zoom and have
not been able to hold any meetings in public. This will be the first public meeting in over a year.
There are some who wish to see remote meetings continue but my view is that meetings of any
sort that affect the public should be held at a location where residents or others affected can
attend in person and have the opportunity to state their views – and be able to witness the
proceedings of the Council.
We decided to upgrade our newsletter to have it printed in colour, to add some additional pages
and generally include items of interest to parishioners. Cllr Talbot aided by Cllr Honeywell took
the lead on this and they have done a great job in making it interesting and looking great as well as
providing information.
Wightlink have again caused more work and correspondence than any other topic. Queuing on
Fishbourne Lane became a regular feature, sometimes because ferries or equipment failed, but
more often just due to lack of staff or poor management causing Fishbourne Lane to act as a
holding area whilst one person processed vehicles as they arrived. We have been assured that this
year there will always be enough staff on hand to open two check-in booths and that other
improvements will be put in place to reduce the length of queues. The Port manager has also
agreed to meet the Council on a regular basis to discuss any issues arising.
The Clerk arranged for the Councils website to be upgraded and it’s a big improvement on the
previous one which had become rather outdated. We also managed to gain control of the notice
board at the top of Fishbourne Lane and a local resident kindly revamped it and now it’s a credit to
the Parish rather than a dingy collection of outdated notices. We have also moved the
noticeboard on Elenors Grove to the bus stop sited at the top of Fishbourne Lane.
The rubbish bin on the lower green has been a problem. We have arranged for it to be emptied
twice a week. It was also sited on private land and after some negotiations with local residents it
has been moved. It is still the Councils intention to plant a few small bushes to further disguise
the outline when viewed from the houses on the other side of the road.
The Council have also been discussing with Wightlink the noise that refrigeration lorries make,
especially at night time. We also contacted Sainsburys after an altercation between a resident and
a lorry driver over noise. The Council received an apology from Sainsburys General Manager
South and an assurance that he would discuss this with all his drivers. Wightlink have also
requested that lorries loading with perishable goods in the Arreton valley stay on site until their
lorries have reach the temperature they require and then drive to the terminal and thus not have
to run the refrigeration unit.
We have been in contact with Island Roads regarding the resurfacing of Fishbourne Lane which
worked as planned and also a parking restriction on the lower green. Cllr Hopper has managed to
make some progress with this but nothing is happening at the moment as Island Roads say that
Covid restrictions are delaying the various consultations that need to take place. However, this
remains the number one project for the Council.
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Cllr Honeywell decided to resign for personal reasons and we welcome two new Councillors who
were co-opted - Cllr Fontana and Cllr Nowak. They have both been active with Council business
and in my view, we now have a good balance of ages and skills on the Council. I am very please
that the Council is unchanged after the recent elections but we are still seeking a sixth person to
bring the Council up to full strength.
We planted a small Christmas Tree on the corner of Firestone Copse Road and the main Road. It
was decorated with lights at Christmas time and we hope to be able to use it each year.
Throughout the year we have reviewed all planning applications in the Parish and attempt to
comment on each one as appropriate.
We have consulted the Isle of Wight Council on the parking spaces opposite the garage on various
proposals to enable residents to park there. The only proposal that could work is to impose a
waiting restriction and for local residents to apply for a permit at a cost of £70 per annum. This is
still under review but unless we can get consensus from those affected, we can make no progress.
We have been in contact with our local police (Steve Hull) and he is assisting with the issue of
George Jenkins lorries changing tractor units in Fishbourne Lane. We had this problem a number
of years ago but it ceased following a visit from our then local police lady.
Despite Covid this has been quite a busy year and I am grateful to all the Councillors and also to
our Clerk who manages the administration of the Council in a very efficient manner and is a fount
of knowledge on Council procedure.

Malcolm Hector
Chairman, Fishbourne Parish Council

