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Wightlink’s newest vessel, Victoria of 
Wight, entered into service in 2018 
on the Portsmouth – Fishbourne 
crossing from the mainland to the Isle 
of Wight. Costing £30 million to build 

The Royal Victoria Yacht Club finally 
managed to celebrate its 175th 
Anniversary over the late May Bank 
Holiday weekend. There was racing for 
all classes on Saturday and Monday, 
a spectacular sailpast on Sunday 
followed by a prizegiving, and party 
with an outdoor buffet.

After a year’s absence the ‘Open Day 

for those with Disabilities’ was held 
on the 10th of July. Chairman of the 
Parish Malcolm Hector and his wife 
Sandy were welcomed as VIPs to the 
event along with the Lord Lieutenant, 
High Sheriff, MP, and Ward Councillor. 
A huge thank you to all, for making 
this a day to remember for our 
wonderful guests.

Fabulous days at the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club

Upper six pictures: Over 50 boats took part in the RVYC 175th Anniversary Sailpast 
including those pictured here: Fritha, Scows, Squibs, Dinghies and Victoria.

Lower two pictures: At this years RVYC ‘Open Day for those with Disabilities’ over 60 
volunteers looked after 86 guests

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would 
like to take this opportunity to welcome 
our new Cllr Diana Conyers. She has a 
great deal of experience, with IWALC 
(Isle of Wight Association of Local 
Councils,) Citizens Advice and Planning, 
so will be a significant asset to us here 
in Fishbourne.

We also welcome Ian Dore as our new 
Ward Councillor. He too is very keen to 
support the Parish of Fishbourne in any 
way he can, as you will see in his piece.

A huge thank you to all our regular 
contributors, and to young resident 
Ewan, who agreed to fill the Teen 
column. We would not have a 
newsletter without you, so please do 
contact me if you have something you 
feel would be of interest. Photos are 
always especially welcome.

A thorny issue 
With all the heavy rain a short time 
ago, and now the sun, growth along 
our highways and byways abounds. 
This is fabulous for wildlife (particularly 
with unusually late fledging this year), 
but not so good when it overhangs 
footpaths. The brambles have grown 
fastest of all, and in some areas right 
across pavements. This is dangerous, 
as it limits visibility and may injure 
passers by. On behalf of the PC, I ask 
that home owners regularly check 
along their outer boundaries and 
cut back overhanging vegetation, 
particularly of the thorny kind. 

Sarah Talbot

Editorial

and capable of carrying almost 1,200 
passengers, the hybrid energy flagship 
has a combined diesel electric drive, 
with significantly reduced emissions 
compared to similarly sized ships 
giving immediate benefits to air quality 
and lower greenhouse gas emissions.

Victoria of Wight is 17% more energy 
efficient than the design it replaced, 
in part due to the battery system and 
the higher efficiency options that 
unlocks, and in part due to having been 
designed from the keel up to reduce 
energy use and recover waste heat. 
The ship has a 408kWh battery array 
onboard, to supplement four high 
efficiency marine diesel engines. It uses 

the batteries to balance the load of the 
engines, keeping them at an efficient 
load point and reducing both emissions 
and noise when arriving at berth.

We are frequently critical of Wightlink’s 
operation in Fishbourne, so for once it 
is nice to report something positive!

Tony Hart

“Victoria of Wight 
– a highly efficient 
combined diesel 
electric drive ferry”
In the government’s recently published 
report “Decarbonising Transport – A 
better Greener Britain” the authors 
have chosen to highlight this vessel 
as a prime example of “Accelerating 
Marine decarbonisation” and 
describes it thus:



Four men-of-war were built at 
Fishbourne during the French wars; 
the 10-gun cutter Decoy in 1810, two 
36-gun frigates, the Magicienne in 
1812, the Tagus in 1813 and the 38-gun 
Tiber in 1813. 

The Magicienne 
was launched from the Daniel List 
yard on 8th August 1812 (see picture). 
She was 145ft 2in long on the lower 
deck, had a beam of 38ft 3in and 
weighed 950 tons. Her armament 
consisted of 26 x 18-pounder cannons 
on the upper deck, 12 x 32-pounder 
carronades on quarterdeck and 2 x 
9-pounder cannons and 2 x 32-pound 
carronades in the forecastle. She had a 
complement of 274 men. 

She was a ship of the Euryalus class 
of ‘fifth rates’. She saw action during 

the Peninsular Wars at the siege and 
capture of St Sebastian in August and 
September 1813. 

Her name is taken from the 
Magicienne captured from the French 
in 1781. 

Her lines are not the same as the 
original Magicienne, being slightly 
longer with a narrower beam and 
heavier armament (36 guns compared 
to 32). The original lines of the 
Magicienne were copied and became 
the Hyperion class of 32 gun frigates. 

The Tagus 
was launched from the Daniel List 
shipyard on 14th July 1813. She was 
143ft 8ins long with a beam, weight 
and armament similar to Magicienne 
but of a different class (Scamander 
class of 36-gun frigates). 

The Tiber 
was launched on 10th November 1813. 
She was the largest ship of the trio 
being 150ft 1ins long with a beam of 
40ft 2ins and weighed 1076 tons. She 
had an armament of 38 guns. She was 
of the modified Leda class of 38 gun 
frigates. 

Ships continued to be built here for 
some time including the Falcon for 
Lord Yarborough. This was a ‘yacht’ 
of 351 tons with 20 guns and was 
built partly to demonstrate to the 
Admiralty what a fast, seaworthy, full-
rigged ship should be. She was in fact 
a naval frigate in miniature. She was 
eventually sold to Jardine Mathieson 
in Hong Kong where she outwitted and 
outsailed pirates in the South China Seas. 

When the Falcon was built in 
1824, Daniel Young was the chief 
shipwright and his descendants still 
live in Fishbourne. A large anchor 
and a stump are all that remain of the 
shipyard. No records exist of any ships 
being built after 1840 by Daniel List. 
However smaller craft continued to be 
built at what is now called Fishbourne 
Quay, further along the shore. 

Tony Hart Falcon’ outwitting and outsailing the pirate fleets in the South China seas.

Above: The launch of the 36-gun 
Magicienne on 8 August 1812. It can 
be seen how little water was necessary 
to allow this yard to undertake Navy 
contracts. One of the reasons for 
persisting in the building of these 
relatively small frigates was the ability 
to construct them in such places, thus 
maximising the nation’s shipbuilding 
resources. The details of the ship are 
impressively accurate, and one may 
assume that the artist was a witness of 
the event. 

Shipbuilding in Fishbourne



Profile: 
Diana Conyers
I am delighted to join Fishbourne 
Parish Council! 

I live in Ryde but I know the 
Fishbourne area fairly well because I 
represented Binstead ward on Ryde 
Town Council for four years. I lost my 
seat in the May elections (I think I am 
better at being a councillor than at 
campaigning!), so when I heard that 
Fishbourne had a vacancy, I decided 
to apply. I welcome the opportunity 
to get to know the area better and to 
work in a smaller council. 

I am now retired. However, I was 
involved in local government in 
one way or another for most of my 
working life. I worked overseas for 
many years, mainly in Africa, helping 
to strengthen and promote the role 
and capacity of local governments. 
It was challenging work, since many 
of the countries where I lived were 
facing major political and/or economic 
problems. However, it was also 
exciting and exposed me to a wide 

range of local government systems. 
When I returned to the UK in 2002, 
I took a job teaching international 
masters students at Sussex University. 
I taught a course on local government, 
which included visits to local councils 
in the area. I also joined Newhaven 
Town Council as a councillor. 

I moved to the Island in 2015 
and joined Ryde Town Council in 
2017. I was one of the Council’s 
representatives on the Isle of Wight 
Association of Local Councils (IWALC) 
and in September last year was 
elected IWALC Chair. IWALC provides 
support to the Island’s parish and town 
councils and helps them liaise with 
the Isle of Wight Council and other 
local organisations. I am very pleased 
to have been selected as one of 
Fishbourne’s IWALC representatives, 
since that will enable me to continue 
my IWALC work. I am in particular 
looking forward to helping IWALC 
strengthen its relationship with the 
Isle of Wight Council, following 
the election of a new council 
administration which has pledged to 
work closely with parish and town 
councils. For more information about 
IWALC, go to http://www.iwalc.org/
about.html. 

I am also a volunteer with Citizens 
Advice – or CAB as most people still 
call it. CAB provides advice on a wide 
range of issues, including benefits, 
employment, housing and family 
problems. During the lockdown, they 
operated mainly by phone or internet. 
There is now a limited face-to-face 
service in Ryde, but the easiest way 
to contact them is still by phone – call 
0800-144-8848. There is also a lot of 
useful information on their website: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/.  
Alternatively, ward residents may 
contact me directly about a CAB-
related issue. If I can’t answer your 
question myself, I will refer you to 
someone who can.

You can contact Diana on 01983-
717517 or by email at conyers.
diana@gmail.com

Centrepiece Cake Designs 
248629 or 07795 844683 
info@cakesiow.co.uk 
Specialising in tailormade delicious 
luxury cakes; creating beautiful elegant 
and stylish designs with expertly skilled 
sugarcraft. www.cakesiow.co.uk

Creature Comforts 884270 
www.creaturecomfortsiow.co.uk 
Your local pet shop, supplying all pet 
requirements including wild bird seed 
and squirrel food. Free Islandwide 
delivery.

Financial Services 
Little Zebra Services. 
882462 or 07876 404042 
Dawn Andrews MAAT FCCA 
Professional help with tax returns, book 
keeping, payroll services.

Garage Door specialists A1 
Sean Thrippleton 884600 
www.a1specialists.co.uk 
Supply garage doors, roller shutters, 
repairs

Hairdressing Angie White 
07971 529140 or 883070 
All aspects of hairdressing and hair 
treatments. Committed to providing 
excellence and skill.

Household construction jobs, 
landscaping Rob Fraser 
07484 722337. bobfraser@cfft.uk 
Design, landscaping, small construction 
jobs, including bathrooms and kitchens.

Maintenance Aron Lane 
612445 or 07887 965916 
Also painting/decorating, gardening.
Neat, tidy, friendly service, good rates.

Pilates with Alison Wootton. 
07920 440992. alison.batchelor@ymail.
com. Fully qualified Level 3 Pilates 
instructor and personal trainer. Small 
group and 1-1 classes; online classes, 
chair based exercises for older adults.

Power Boat Charters Rebel Marine 
Matthew Randall 07495 234444 
Skippered RIB and power boat charters.    
Storage (small boats). RYA training 
centre, boatyard services. 
www.rebelmarine.co.uk

Tree Care Christian Hart 
07717 248057 or 716885 
Qualified arborist and tree surgeon. 
All aspects of tree work undertaken

Windows and gutter cleaning  
Brontoclean Jamie 475220 
info@brontoclean.co.uk 
Professional external cleaning solutions; 
windows and gutters, oil stain treatment, 
pressure washing of drives and decking. 
Friendly, reliable, efficient service.

If anyone wants to be added to the list, 
please contact Jane Pearson, Tel: 884138 
e-mail: tony_pearson@talk21.com

Small Businesses in 
our area you may 
wish to use
This text aims to provide information 
for the local community

We are now open with restrictions 
lifted and looking forward to 
welcoming you to The Fishbourne.

Thursday Evenings in August 
Enjoy balmy summer evenings with 
local talented artist Ben Stubbs singing 
live 7pm – 9pm on the patio.

August – Afternoon Teas 
Spend a relaxing afternoon throughout 
the month treating yourself to one of 
our afternoon tea options.

The Fishbourne

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by October 16th at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

September – Moules Month 
Every Saturday evening through the 
month go to town on freshly cooked 
mussels with locally baked bread and 
frites with a glass of selected wine. 
Table must be pre-reserved

Contact: 01983 882823. www.
innsofdistinction.co.uk



Crossword
Chris Reed will give a bottle of wine 
to the first person who sends him the 
correct answers (cn.reed@uwclub.net/103 
Fishbourne Lane, Ryde, PO33 4EU) after 
August 15th. This is to allow everyone an 
equal opportunity , and takes into account 
differing times when the Newsletter is 
delivered.

Answers will be published in the next 
Newsletter.

ACROSS

1.   The way to find a reversing 
vehicle on board, thanks.(7)

5.   The soldier has virtually left, 
what an example.(7)

9.   Fine wine, Primeur, when 
spilt becomes the opposite? (7)

10.  It takes warts to change, to 
be as bad as possible. (2,5)

11.  An invitation for a 
smacker?(9)

12.  The West Country’s cubit 
defines this dandy. (5)

13.  The Ladies’ companion at a 
cricket match? (5)

15.  Boundary clearance is 
devastating. (3,3,3)

17.  This colony is escape proof, 
partly and punishes one.(9)

19.  A bit player is 
supernumerary.(5)

22.  Dandy may be funny?(5)

23.  Is a moat like wartime 
security. (9)

25.  Vermeer’s golden bauble is 
almost audible.(7)

26.  This lookalike weasel 
embraces Boris up above.(7)

27.  One can afford the sea to 
part and admit victory.(7)

28.  Husband attached to 
Ireland, moving left, puts on 
pressure.(7)

DOWN

1.   A concealed fuse is 
malfunctioning and has 
significant consequences.(7)

2.   Confused air, step up for 
upholsterer.(7)

3.   Time to play the Fool?(5)

4.   Mixed up aboard, carbon 
copy husband, European and a 
rodent find marks.(9)

5.   Take a vegetable to church 
and enjoy tranquility.(5)

6.   Argue with a tree, throw 
metal after it and abandon ship. 
(3,6)

7.   Remove the European from 
confused Grandees and enjoy 
the Eden Project.(7)

8.   Capture the film, watch it!(7)

14.  Pick a river without banks 
and be careful.(9)

16.  Weigh up your partner at 
13?(4,5)

18.  Figure out why mule ran 
out of control.(7)

20.  It’s hard work to follow 
London’s museum inside.(7)

21.  German car on top of hill 
carries out checks. (7)

23.  It’s high time to reveal old 
fashioned calling.(5)

24.  Turn pages and opens up 
wide.(5)

Sumer is icumen in and exhilaration is in the air
At long last, step by cautious step, 
we’re tiptoeing into Freedom. 
Thanks to the herculean efforts of 
the scientists harnessing medical 
advances, millions of us have been 
vaccinated and holidays beckon 
tantalisingly on the horizon.

But have you ever thought how the 
world might have changed if everyone 
had had modern technology aeons ago?

Imagine if Julius Caesar had had a 
mobile, and got a text: “Hey Caesar, 
watch your six o’clock, watch your 
back, don’t like the look of your best 
friend Brutus and his chums. He’s 
got a nasty knife tucked in his toga 
and that Cassius hath a mean and 
calculating look. They’re gathering 
like vultures. And remember the date, 
mate. Those Ides are coming up. Do 
a runner, spring your chariot, and go 
into lockdown till next week is over.”

Or if Mrs. Lincoln had said to the 
President one evening; “Aw, c’mon 
Abe babe. Do we really have to go 
to the theatre again? I’m partied out. 
Why don’t we shuck off our shoesies,  
pour ourselves a tinsy winsy noggin of 

Southern Comfort, chill out and do a 
bit of Netflix instead”.

Or if Archduke Franz Ferdinand had 
had a smartphone, called his guards 
and said “our coachman’s got lost, 
we’re stuck in an alley and there’s 
a masked fellow sneaking towards 
us. He’s got a large pineapple in one 
hand and a pistol in the other and he’s 
getting too close for social comfort.  
Send the troops pronto”. What chance 
a war if the guards had made it in 
time?

Noah was making heavy weather of 
learning carpentry online. “Get a move 
on Noah, said Mrs. N. There’s a big 
storm coming, the tide’s dropping; 
your GPS is on the blink and we 
might get stuck on Ararat if you don’t 
sharpen up. I’ve installed the Home 
Design app., so I’ll finish revamping 
inside. I need to sort the restaurants. 
It’d be madness to let the lions and 
wildebeest share the same one. The 
wildebeest will fear they’ll be dish of 
the day. And to have a sign above the 
snack bar saying ‘drop in for a quick 
bite’ is not perhaps the smartest idea. 

What’s more, we’ve only got one duck 
billed platypus. What do you mean, 
they’re endangered so you’ve got to 
save it? They surely will be if we don’t 
get another. I’ll email Amazon Prime 
and get next day delivery.

Yup, I know the elephants are hollering 
to go into first class, but that’s a 
no-no: a little touchdown on Ryde 
Sands and the Ark will topple over. I 
reckon terrapins and tortoises should 
be topside, monkeys manning the 
masts and elephants midships in 
second class. And the giraffes? Vertical 
challenges there – it’ll have to be 
the lift shaft for them. I’ll call a good 
removal firm to shift them all;  reckon 
Cowes Mooovers is best: Trip Advisor 
gives them 5 stars”.

But the world had kept on turning in 
its old fashioned way: and perhaps in 
another thousand years people will 
look back at us, and wonder what the 
years of 2020 and 2021 might have 
looked like had there been even more 
modern technology.

Jane Pearson



Residents of our Parish will be 
saddened to learn of the death of Tony 
Ballard who, until relatively recently, 
was a Councillor with Fishbourne 
Parish Council. 

As the impact of Wightlink increased 
in the 2000s Fishbourne Residents’ 
Group was created to protect the 
interests of our community. Tony was 
one of the founding members and his 
knowledge and experience were of 
immense value in gaining the attention 
of the then owners of Wightlink. 
Without doubt his expertise made a 
significant contribution towards the 
success of FRG.

Tony was deeply involved with the 
preparation and promotion of the 
Fishbourne Parish Plan, which was 
acknowledged to be one of the best 
amongst parish councils nationwide. 

A couple of years after the 
formation of the Parish Council, 

Tony successfully stood for office. 
Throughout his time as a Councillor 
he was steadfast in his support 
for Fishbourne and continued to 
use his wide knowledge in dealing 
with planning issues and other 
infrastructure issues. As a result 
Fishbourne Parish Council enjoyed 
great respect from the Isle of Wight 
Council.  

Tony was a familiar sight at both 
RVYC and The Fishbourne and would 
support our local events on The Green. 
Although a quiet man, who rarely 
talked of himself, his contribution to 
Fishbourne over the past 30 years 
cannot be over stated and I am sure 
many of us feel the loss of such a 
worthy man.

Tony Ballard died 12th June 2021, 
leaving his wife Penny and children 
Charles and Libby, to whom we extend 
our condolences. 

Chris Reed

As I write this, it seems likely that 
many of the measures in force to 
safeguard those attending church 
services will be gently eased (rather 
than all at once), so that people can 
remain confident that church going 
is safe. Mask wearing and hand 
sanitizing are likely to remain in 
place for the time being and we are 
all hoping that hymn singing will be 

(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

possible again soon. For up-to-date 
information please consult our website 
(www.holycrossbinstead.org.uk)

On a happier note, the improvement 
in the weather will surely mean that 
many of us will be out walking through 
the Abbey grounds.  If you make it as 
far as Holy Cross Church, please do 
pop in and look at some of the historic 
features of the building. Originally a 
Saxon church, Holy Cross has been 
developed and modified repeatedly 
over the centuries – notably by the 
Normans, the Reformers in the 16th 
century, the Victorians and in the 
1950s following a fire that caused the 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

roof to fall in.  From the churchyard, 
you can look up at the bell, cast in 
Gloucester in 1450, probably for Quarr 
Abbey, and subsequently taken to 
Binstead following the dissolution 
of the Abbey in 1536.  On the south-
west corner of the church, the keen 
eyed may spot the medieval mass dial 
scratched into the stone wall about 
six feet up. You will surely not miss 
the prominent (dirty) white tombstone 
nearby because most were removed to 
the walls at the time of the fire to allow 
the fire engines in. This one however, 
was carefully replaced because of 
its interest.  It marks the grave of an 
Island seafarer, Thomas Sivell, who 
was shot and killed in 1785. Carved 
into the tombstone is a picture of a 
sailing boat being pursued by a rowing 
boat, in the bow of which is a man 
aiming a long musket.  The words that 
Sivell’s widow had inscribed on his 
tombstone vividly tell his story as well 
as reflecting her outraged reaction, 
which echoes down the centuries –

To the memory of Thos Sivell 
who was cruelly shot on board his 

sloop by some officers of the customs 
of the Port of Portsmouth on the  

15th June 1785 at the Age of 64 Years 
leaving a disconsolate Widow and 

Family 

All you who pass pray look and see 
How soon my life was took from me 

By those officers as you hear 
They spilled my blood that was so dear 

But God is good and just and true 
And will reward to each their due

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton) 

Tony Ballard

The tombstone of Thomas Sivell in the 
churchyard

Medieval mass dial scratched on the 
church wall



Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Diana Conyers Councillor 
Responsibility IWALC and 
Citizens Advice 
Tel: 01983 717517 
E-mail: conyers.diana@gmail.com

Cheryl Fontana Councillor 
Tel: 01983 247759 
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899882 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Weronika Nowak Councillor 
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07815 990019 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ian Dore IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel:  
E-mail: vote@iandore.co.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Clerk’s Corner
Spruce Up Saturday! 
Are there any areas in the parish you 
think need a bit of TLC? Signs that 
need a wipe over, litter that needs 
clearing from hedgerows?

The Parish Council is organising 
a ‘Spruce Up Saturday’ on 11th 
September from 10am to 12pm and 
would like your help and suggestions. 
We have a number of jobs already in 
mind, such as repainting the posts 
and mending the chains on Oak Tree 
Green, but are keen to know what you 
feel needs addressing.

We will provide basic equipment such 
as litter pickers, disposable gloves, 
cloths and bags so if you would like to 
help or need more information, please 
contact me or one of the councillors.

On the same day, at 12.30pm, we 
hope to be ‘unveiling’ the new bird 
interpretation board on Fishbourne 

I’ve been in Binstead since 1974. I went 
to nursery and the local schools there. 
Cubs and Scouts, sailing in Fishbourne 
and onto Ryde High School. Our 
daughter was christened at Holy Cross 
and our wedding blessed there.

After leaving school I joined the Army 
at sixteen, having been accepted into 
the Royal Corps of Signals. After two 
years of intensive training I was posted 
to my first unit which 21 Signal Regt 
(Air Support). I served operationally in 
the first Gulf War with them. In 1993, 
I was presented with the prestigious 
Soldier of the Year Award.

 I also worked under Allied Command 
Europe, (Mobile Air Operations 
Teams), completed a tour in Northern 
Ireland, and lastly aboard HMAV 
Arakan. I left after ten years service to 
follow my passion for music.

I forged a successful career in DJ-ing 
and radio broadcasting which started 
on Isle of Wight Radio, Power FM 
and a number of others, including 
a breakfast show in Bath. I taught 
myself web design, and created a 
Web Design Agency. After leaving 
commercial radio I created a not-for-
profit youth project called Youth Radio 
Rocks, which provides an outlet for 
youngsters to have a crack at radio 
and podcasting. Working with the 
likes of the National Citizens Service 
and various mentoring groups across 
the UK, helping to build social and 

communications skills. I have also 
worked for Macmillan Cancer support 
and “Mind”. I returned to the Island 
after my Father died in 2014.

My wife and I have two little girls. We 
live in Binstead, and I also sit on Ryde 
Town Council. Youth Radio Rocks, is 
being shaped up to start here so along 
with my new found Council role, I can 
still keep my hand in with the sector I 
love, helping youngsters improve their 
futures.

“Speaking to residents and from my 
own observations, Fishbourne has not 
been catered for as well as it could 
have been in the last few years at 
Ward Councillor level. I am committed 
to the Parish as it was part of where 
I grew up, and ultimately, its my job.  
A lot needs to be done supporting 
residents on various issues including 
parking, speeding, road congestion 
etc. Plus aiding and assisting the FBC 
on appropriate issues, giving them a 
louder voice where necessary. Its not 
rocket science, its just about doing the 
decent thing in the privileged position 
one holds.”

Ian Dore Binstead 
and Fishbourne 
Ward Councillor

Beach. We very much hope you will 
join us for this and a few refreshments 
to relax after all our hard work!

Little Library 
We hope to be establishing a ‘little 
library’ in the old phone box on 
Fishbourne Lane so if you could 
earmark any old books for us it would 
be much appreciated. We are still 
waiting for final confirmation that we 
can take the box over and it will take 
us a while to get it fully organised but 
please keep them ready for us.

Meetings 
Our monthly meetings have resumed 
on a face to face basis at the Yacht 
Club, as have our parish surgeries on a 
Tuesday morning between 9.30–10am. 

We don’t meet for a formal monthly 
meeting in August but will continue 
the surgeries if you have any queries.  
Our next scheduled meeting is 
Thursday 9th September.

Maxine Warr



Foraging for the environment 
health and economy
We all know that eating home grown 
food is best for the environment due 
to lower food miles and no pesticides 
which damage wildlife. Unfortunately, 
very few of us have the time to do 
so; fewer still have the inclination. 
So what is to be done? There is a 
novel solution. One that delivers high 
quality, sustainable, organic, food 
straight to you. Best of all... it’s free! 
What is it? Foraging! 

Foraging is a practice as old as 
the human race. The early human 
was a hunter gatherer. But around 
12,000 years ago humans started 
farming. Even so many people 
resisted that change as it provided 
inadequate nutrition and poor health 
as archaeology attests  (stunted 
growth, rotten teeth etc) but I digress. 
Fast forward a dozen millennia and 
humans have more or less perfected 
the art of farming, and therefore 
there is less emphasis on foraging 
for food. In the wake of the industrial 
revolution, with more and more 
people moving into cities with little 
access to natural resources, the skills 

of foraging were (largely) lost. Today 
foraging is relegated to a seasonal 
pastime with many of us enjoying 
the abundance of blackberries in the 
hedgerows. 

Many can remember the time our 
mothers told us at a young age “Don’t 
eat the bright red berries” a message 
that returns the moment “foraging” 
is mentioned, causing distrust for 
foraged foods, due to fear of mistaking 
a poisonous plant for a wild edible. I 
wish to dispel any preconceptions that 
we may have and affirm that foraging 
is only as dangerous as you want it 
to be. I submit that it is impossible 
to poison yourself, provided you 
follow this simple rule: be 100% sure 
of whatever it is you gather. If there 
is any doubt, simply don’t eat it. In 
this way foraging is completely risk 
free. It may take a few mins to be 
certain, but many useful websites exist 
for this purpose, the best of which 
being wildfooduk.com, eatweeds.
co.uk, ediblewildfood.com and 
gallowaywildfoods.com. 

So, what should we forage? For a 
beginner, it’s best to keep to the 
basics, things that you can easily 
identify and that produce the greatest 
rewards like blackberries, elderflowers 
(for a summery cordial), hazelnuts, 

sweet chestnut and ramsons (their 
garlicky smell is unmistakable). 
To keep foraging sustainable and 
environmentally friendly, be sure not 
to overindulge, never take more than 
one third from a given area. This is 
all good, but you may be wondering 
why forage at all, considering how 
foods are so readily available in 
supermarkets for no effort at all? 
Foraging offers great benefits. It 
develops your practical skills and 
independence. Foraging also confers 
many health benefits. It is often more 
nutritious since it avoids ingesting 
artificial fertilisers or the toxic cocktail 
of pesticides too. But perhaps the 
greatest advantage of foraging is that 
it connects you to nature and yourself 
in a way that is soothing for the soul: 
the gentle monotony of harvesting the 
fragrant blossoms of elderflower on 
a warm summer’s evening is as good 
for one’s mental wellbeing than any 
mindfulness exercise or meditation. 

If you are still not convinced however, I 
ask, is foraging for some fresh walnuts 
while out walking the dog, inferior to 
buying 250g from Tesco for £3:90?. 
All for the one-off skill of learning 
to identify a walnut tree. The better 
question is why not?

Ewan McLinden

News from the Abbey
The monastic community at Quarr 
Abbey is not large, but it is now larger 
than it was. Shortly before Easter we 
gained a new postulant, Matthew, 
who is now settling down to life in 
the Novitiate. This life centres on the 
daily round of services in choir. The 
Liturgy is the summit toward which 
the activity of the Church tends; it 
is also the fount from which all her 
power flows. From the Liturgy all the 
other monastic practices, the reading 
and the personal prayer, the work 
and the community living take their 
rise. Matthew came first, to take part 
in our two month long Internship 
Programme, open to men aged 18–25. 
It is not geared especially to producing 
monastic vocations, but sometimes, a 
sense of vocation does follow.

Quarr would be unable to survive 
without a dedicated team of Friends, 

employees and volunteers who work 
together with the community to keep 
the monastery, businesses and estate 
running smoothly.

With the school holidays now upon 
us, the Teashop is offering help to 
families: The Quarr Abbey Explorer 
Kit is available again for children, now 
that a new Family Trail has opened, 
as well as a hide in the woods. In the 
Teashop itself a special children’s 
menu is on offer.

In the courtyard area, the Monastery 
Shop and Visitors Centre are both 
open again, and the Monastery Shop 
has also opened an online branch. 
This can be accessed by visiting our 
website at   www.quarrabbey.org

The Farmshop and Art Gallery 
opposite exchange visitors throughout 
the day. Both staff and visitors enjoy 

the spacious premises of the new look 
Farmshop, and many exhibitors in the 
Gallery are rejoicing in unexpectedly 
good sales in these perplexing Covid 
times.

The monastic buildings at Quarr are 
now more than a century old. And 
as with all buildings of such an age 
there is much maintenance work to be 
done. Recently, one of our carpenters, 
Kelly Szawiel, removed an architrave 
for repair and found an inscription, 
a word from one of the original 
workmen. It read, “Edwin Cheverton 
of the Anchor Brewery, of the town of 
Newport, did do his utmost towards 
fixing me.” Naturally, before replacing 
it, Kelly added in her turn, “Kelly 
Szawiel (possibly 100 years later) 
carpenter at Quarr, took me down 
and then did her utmost best toward 
fixing me back.” In order to continue 
with this work we are submitting a 
bid to Historic England for a grant 
for restoration work on the Abbey 
Church. If successful work will start in 
September. Church windows will be 
repaired as well as the rooves of the 
chapels of St. Joseph and St. John 
the Baptist. And if we persevere in our 
labours Quarr will be made ready for 
another hundred years.

Br. Duncan Smith

‘Teens Corner’



I was a bit stumped (ouch) to think of 
something I could write , but looked 
ahead to see what treats are still in store 
for us. We’ve had a socially distanced 
Round the Island Race, tennis is in full 
swing, boats are back in the water, and 
we’ll soon hear the nostalgic noise of 
leather on willow.    Is it still leather and 
willow I wonder? I bet it’s something 
synthetic nowadays, but I hope not; 
I’m trying to be lyrical here, and in 
September we’ll have the Brambles 
cricket match – a sight not to be missed.

Cricket in the Island is conducted in its 
own inimitable way. Not for us those 
long languorous afternoons. Caulkheads 
play it with style, they play with verve, 
and sometimes they play with great 
speed and in two feet of water. The 
never miss match for us is a squelchy 
confrontation on the Brambles Bank, 
between the Island Sailing Club and its 
long term arch rival, the Royal Southern. 
There are only a few days a year it 
can be played, and timing is critical; it 
can also be nail biting as until the very 
last minute nobody’s quite sure where 
exactly the pitch is going to pop up. 
Beneath the Solent waves the Bank is 
slowly slowly trudging west. Yes folks, 
you’ve guessed it. We’ve got a yomping 
sub aqua cricket pitch. Also the game 
must take place at the time of a full 
moon. Landlubbers mightn’t think that’s 
important, but I can assure you that size 
matters. If there isn’t the full monty we 
end up with a very damp affair.

Teams in their launches arrive, and 
spectators waft over in an armada of 
RIBs, tenders, yachts and dinghies, and 
float motionless barely disturbing the 
lambert watery sheen, terns silently 
swoop and dive, gulls gently bob, and 
the ribbons of morning mist lift and 
thread away. All of us are eagle eyed, 
watching and waiting for the pitch to 
emerge. Then, like a mirage, it slowly 
eerily rises, but for only one fleeting 
hour – and into one of the busiest 
shipping lanes in the world.   But what 
could be more perfect for a cricket pitch. 

A near miss or two with a cruise liner 
adds zest to the occasion.

And as the sussurating tide laps 
away leaving a frothy fringe in an 
ever widening circle, (am I overdoing 
this lyric stuff, do you think?), we’re 
immediately galvanised, and leap 
into action. Speed is vital. Priority is 
to whizz onto the bank to set up the 
Brambles Bar, adorned with Pimms, 
tables and chairs. Years ago, when the 
Brambles Inn was the Place du Jour, 
searching questions were asked in the 
House of Lords when some earnest 
worthy demanded to know who held 
the licence. Much scratching of wigs 
and lordly umming and aahing ensued.   
The verdict? As the Brambles Bank 
drifted here and there mid Solent, and 
only popped up at tantalising intervals, 
nobody had a clue. And one year 
someone had a fun idea, and planted 
a letter box on the Brambles Bank. The 
Island Sailing Club printed and sold 
cards, all to be posted in the Brambles 
Box and later specially franked.

Then wickets are rammed in, bails set, 
scoreboard is hoisted, pads are whipped 
on and coin is tossed. This is not to 
choose which side bats, which side 
bowls. We do things Island style, we like 
a little bit of quirk. It’s to decide whose 
turn it is to win. The aim is to whack and 
wade, and to cheat at every opportunity, 
gustily cheered on by spectators, who 
clamber out onto the sand, or watch 
from boats, whilst busily quaffing their 
chosen nectar. Fielding positions are 
a touch erratic. Soggy mid on, not too 
deep square leg and fairly long off are 
reserved for those who can swim. This 
is not quaint village cricket; this is cricket 
with Attitude. Refeering is cavalier, as 
it’s a tad difficult to declare a guy out 
LBW when the water is rolling around 
his knees. Once the ball completely 
missed the wicket but was caught by 
a rogue wave which flung it back and 
the bails went flying. Tough. Waved 
out. Wides are neither here nor there as 
the batsmen are allowed to paddle out 

and try to wallop the delivery, and no 
balls are yes balls. The batsman takes 
it like a man and sadly sploshes away 
but is usually consoled with tiny little 
snifters on the way. I reckon we should 
recommend this to the MCC. Might 
mollify many a bruised ego.

Bowling is overarm, underarm and 
underhand, and fiendish plans are 
made by the bowlers to outfox the 
batsmen. Sometimes a sneaky Yorker or 
a bouncer as they spray up water then 
stop dead. Spectators are essential as 
ad hoc fielders – two legs good, four 
legs better – and dive for catches before 
the ball sinks into the beautiful blue 
briny. All in all it’s pretty rambunctious 
chaos.

There was near calamity one year when 
a swanky French motor launch came 
barrelling down Southampton Water 
heading east. The skipper apparently 
so mesmerised by the sight of loads 
of people in the middle of the Solent 
all seemingly walking on water, and 
amongst them he said, crossing himself, 
saints clad in white, that, disastrously, 
he ran aground.

Some of the saintly fielders ambled 
over to welcome this sudden and 
unexpected arrival. And he, not a guy to 
miss a good party, whistled up his crew 
who grabbed every available bottle 
of their best French vino and came to 
join the fun. But he wasn’t quite able 
to grasp the concept and intricacies of 
our cheaty game and wandered blearily 
around ankle deep, clutching his glass 
of red and claiming that the Rosbifs 
were all quite fou. At least I think that 
was the word he used.

As the tide inexorably rolled in, 
play got wilder, faster, enthusiasm 
crescendoed, partisan shouts echoed, 
dogs barked, drenched batsmen leapt 
around like dervishes, and then with 
triumphant shouts and in a maelstrom 
of splashiness scooped up bails, 
balls, score board and clambered 
into boats,  geed up the engines and 
headed to Cowes, looking forward to 
a delicious lunch and to bumperising 
happily through the afternoon. Don’t 
you think that’s a brilliant word? What’s 
better than a bit of bumperising to 
put a smile on our faces? And no, no, 
it’s not a euphemism; roistering yes, 
hanky panky, no! Google it everyone.   
Gibbon’s your man.

And as the Brambles Bank sank slowly 
below the waves for another year, 
we all, including our New Best Gallic 
friends, puttered  homewards in a merry 
happy hazy convoy of entente cordiale.

This is your Newsletter!  Are you happy with the content? Do you find the articles interesting or informative?. 
Please let us know what you would like to see in the Newsletter. Contact: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

It’s Cricket but not as you know it


