
Cllr Sarah Talbot Report 
 
I have attended 3 meetings recently. 
Environment and Sustainability Forum, IWALC meeting with Bob Seely and WCFA meeting. 
 
The Environment and Sustainability meeting was interesting and positive in many ways. 
The first speaker was Richard Grogan who spoke about the Biosphere Reserve Designation. 
He gave the history and its focus on celebrating nature and culture. 
3 areas of importance : 
AONB management plan 
IW Planning Document 
Marine plan for seas around IW. 
We need to keep this important designation because of our unique woodlands, peat bogs 
and sea grass beds. These all help with carbon capture. 
The 2nd speaker was James Brewer on the planning policy in the draft Island plan. 
Check the “ Plan the Wight” link. 
He insisted there is not enough brown field land for the number of houses we need. Using 
green field sites is unavoidable! 
David Newton was the 3rd speaker. His area was the new Transport policy. 
He stressed the importance of the transport review and how this can be coordinated with the 
climate strategy. 
The team are looking at priorities. 
They are doing an evidence review, then there will be a “test and adjust” period and then a 
public conversation. 
The draft strategy should be complete in 2022. Then there will be a public consultation 
period. 
There is a real desire to reduce the dependence on cars, but this is a challenge in rural 
communities. Public transport is fundamental. 
A bus service improvement plan is being explored and enhanced partnerships too. 
Many key conversations to be had re town centres and transport hubs. 
 
22nd Sept is a planned car free day!!! 
I asked about noise pollution regarding the “bang bang” from Wightlink. The issue was 
forwarded to the relevant team. 
 
The IWALC meeting also had a strong focus on the Island plan particularly regarding house 
building. Bob urged all Parish councils to ask the IWC to vote for exceptional circumstances 
re house building on the IW, in order to reduce the number of houses required. 
Other issues were dangerous and noisy racing vehicles, doctors surgeries. 
 
WCFA 
Nothing really relating to the PC. 
A question regarding minutes on the website. Names should not be used, due to litigation. 
Should this apply to us? 
PC Steve Hull in attendance. 
Creek quiet in relation to thefts. 
Speeding on the creek. Some people caught and challenged. 
Have we asked Steve to come to our meeting? 
 
The usual mooring issues. 
 
Finally….Apart from meetings I have been approached by several people regarding the new 
fast food hut in the pub car park, and the bang bang noise from Victoria of Wight. Both are 
causing a nuisance. 
The green car is still parked on the lower green. It has been there for a number of months 


