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COP 26 coincides with the delivery of 
this edition of the Parish Newsletter 
so it needs highlighting – a meeting of 
world leaders and environmentalists 
whose decisions, and more importantly 
actions, are seen by many as the last 
chance we have for the future of our 
planet. 

We know the issues, we understand 
the causes, and we see the devastating 
effects climate change is having. We 
read about it and see it on our screens 
daily. It is so difficult not to feel helpless 
and depressed. The Natural History 
Museum’s research has concluded that 
the UK has some of the lowest amounts 
of biodiversity remaining anywhere. 
But we can all choose to take action to 
reverse this, even at this late stage.  

We’ve had a very busy summer 
season at the club and a lot to look 
back on and celebrate – a Royal visit, 
our 175th celebrations, and some 
great sailing events, culminating 
in a very successful Merrydown 
regatta weekend in September. Not 
to mention a feeling of getting back 
to ‘normal’ with the hospitality side 
open and managed by Danny and the 
Catertemp team.   

Our pontoon has been very busy too 
with plenty of visitors throughout 
the summer – we have become the 
destination of choice for many who 
have discovered what a wonderful 
location we’re in and what a warm and 
welcoming club we are.

Now we’re into autumn and heading 
towards the end of the year. The flag 
officers team is hoping for a period of 
stability in 2022!

There are plenty of events coming 
up at the club. We’re very pleased to 
be hosting the traditional firework 
display this year – and it’s on Friday 

5 November. Doors open at 6pm and 
the display will be at 7pm. We’re very 
grateful to our neighbours across 
the creek at the Dolphin for allowing 
Titanium to fire the display from their 
shingle bank.

There will be an entrance fee for 
this event – please pay on the door.  
Food will also be on offer with plenty 
of choices. This is always a great 
community event so don’t miss it!

Our Wednesday winter talks are back 
too! The talks start at 8pm and are 
preceded by the popular pie night 
supper. You don’t need to book ahead 
for the talks but you do need to book 
ahead for supper. You can email 
catering@rvyc.org.uk or message 
them on 07534-859739. We hope you 
find something of interest in the talks 
listed below.

■  20 October  The remarkable life of 
RVYC Commodore, Captain Herbert 
Edwards RN.  (Hilary Martin)

■  27 October and 3 November  The 
Mary Rose (Part 1 and 2).  Dr Dominic 
Fontana

■  10 November  We are the 
Commonwealth Wargraves 
Commission (Gary Newman)

■  17 November The past is a foreign 
country (Colin and Marylyn Ford)

Royal Victoria Yacht Club
■  24 November  Tennyson and the 
Farringford story (Chris Phillips)

■  1 December  Wine tasting evening

■  8 December  Osborne House stable 
block – not only for horses (Sarah 
Burdett)

■  15 December  Isle of Wight Distillery 
and tasting (Malcolm McClennan)

At last month’s Isle of Wight Council 
run Environmental and Sustainability 
forum, experts in their fields gave 
presentations on sea grass restoration, 
hedgerow planting, forestry and 
tree planting, all of course vital for 
biodiversity, habitat and shelter for 
wildlife, carbon sequestration, flood 
prevention, as well as job creation 
and a boost to the Island economy. 
Good things are happening here, we 
have the people and expertise, grants 
are available, however the biggest 
obstacle we face, is available land, both 
on a large scale (private landowners, 
councils, trusts, etc.), as well as locally.  
Landowners need to be engaged and 
see the benefit for their business as 
well as for the environment. Trees are 

not complicated, are available, and 
have been proven to be vital for the 
environment. Planting them begins 
to make up for the loss of such a vast 
amount of natural habitat.

Last year your local council was 
encouraged to bid for suitable bundles 
of trees for this location, but no one 
in the Parish came forward with an 
area, or areas where they could be 
planted. We could do the same this 
autumn. I’m convinced we can find 
willing volunteers (for planting), plus 
advice and maintenance – please 
let’s do our bit. If you can give a tree 
space in your garden, or have an area, 
however small, that can be given over 
to woodland, get in touch. 

Now is the time to act!

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by January 16th at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com



November specials:

19th – 21st November Game Weekend. 
Our new head chef Jarek and team 
will be offering a specials board full of 
seasonal game dishes produced from 
IOW produce where available.

For table reservations call 01983 
882823 or book online 
www.thefishbourne.co.uk.

December: Party season begins.  
If you are looking to celebrate the 
Christmas season with work colleagues 
or family, find our Christmas party menus 
on our website under the “dining tab’.

We have a few tables left for Christmas 
Day but these are booking up quickly.

New Year’s Eve is always a popular 
event at The Fishbourne and this year 
we are looking to celebrate with a 
”Night at the Oscars”.

Pick up our full Christmas and New 
Year brochure from the pub, or check 
our website for details.

The Fishbourne

October 12 is an important date in 
the Quarr Abbey calendar. It marks 
the anniversary of the Dedication of 
our Abbey Church in 1912. On this 
occasion Timothy Cotter, the Catholic 
Bishop of Portsmouth offered mass for 
the first time in the newly completed 
building, consecrating the high altar 
and the church for the celebration of 
the sacred mysteries.

Each year on this day, we adorn the 
twelve consecration crosses with 
lighted candles; there are three on 

each of the four sides of the building. 
We also festoon the crosses with 
wreathes of greenery. It is a beautiful 
and moving sight especially in the 
evening when the daylight fades, but 
the ritual is also full of meaning.

A church is not simply a building for 
convenience, a shelter from wind and 
rain. It is also a sign, a symbol, and 
with several layers of meaning. A 
church is a sign of Christ the Lord who 
is the true temple of God’s presence 
among us. The fullness of divinity 
dwells in Christ bodily; just so the 
church is a place where we can be 
sure of meeting God. It is also a sign 
of the assembly of Christians who 
like living stones are called to be built 
together in union with Christ to be a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
And, finally, a church is a sign of the 
whole of creation renewed in God, 
remade and rendered transparent to 
his presence.

Like any sign, a church has a material 
element and after a hundred years 
of wear and tear is in need of repair. 
We have recently been fortunate to 
receive a grant from Historic England’s 
Heritage Stimulus Fund  under the 
government’s Culture Recovery Fund.

This will go towards securing the 
rooves of the two side-chapels 
against leaks and restoring ten lancet 
windows on the south side of the 
church. Contractors have now been 
appointed and should be starting work 
in December. According to the terms 
of the grant 80% of the work must be 
completed by the end of next March.

In the meantime Quarr Abbey Church 
is already showing its best side in 
a new book of photographs taken 
by Marie-Line Burguiere, a French 
photographer who lives in Paris. 
Coming to Quarr on a first visit in 
2015 she was deeply affected by 
the architecture, the liturgy and the 
landscape. She returned again and 
again, and at different times of year 
to experience the same things but in 
different lights. Gradually the idea of a 
book was born; a photographic record 
of Quarr Abbey through the four 
seasons of the year.

The Abbey Church is prominent 
throughout the book, together with its 
liturgy. But the cemetery, the walled 
garden, and even the woods and the 
foreshore appear regularly. We 
come to know the place intimately 
over time.

There are sometimes rather unusual 
shots; unexpected angles, architectural 
details, the little things so often 
overlooked. Marie-Line has an 
enquiring eye, is expert at finding the 
extraordinary in the commonplace. 
Brief texts help direct the gaze, but 
the focus is so sharp, and the vision 
so clear, that the photographs really 
speak for themselves.

A Vision of Light: Quarr Abbey through 
the Seasons is published by Editions 
du Signe of Eckbolsheim, France. It 
costs £25 and is available from Quarr 
Abbey Monastery Shop, from the 
Farm Shop and from the online shop 
via the website. It would make an ideal 
Christmas present.

Photo: Marie-Line Burguiere

Quarr Abbey 
Church Past and Present

Why not visit the newly refurbished 
Classic Boat Museum in Columbine 
Road in East Cowes? Known as 
The Gallery, the museum has  been 
completely revamped over the last 
year and has an extensive collection of 
maritime artifacts, models, films and 
artwork. See a large reproduction of 
the Cowdray engraving of the Sinking 
of the Mary Rose during the Battle 
of the Solent, or find out about the 
indomitable Joe Carstairs, “the fastest 
woman on water”. There is something 
for everyone, including a fascinating 
display about the America’s Cup. There 
is also an excellent Boat Shed situated 
in Thetis Road, West Cowes, which 
is part of the museum and holds an 
amazing 85 yachts, motor and lifeboats, 
including Sir Ben Ainslie’s 2017 
America’s Cup test boat BAR T1.

Opening times are currently Tuesdays 
and Fridays 10am until 4pm (last 
admissions at 3pm).

If you have a spare hour . . .
Admission Prices 
The Gallery and Boatshed joint ticket 
Adult £11, Child £8, Family £28

Single site ticket 
Adult £6.50, Child £5, Family £18. 
Debit cards or credit cards only.

The Museum is entirely staffed and 
run by volunteers. If you are interested 
and can spare some time, contact Jan 
Ford: jan@maritimeisle.org



A big thank you to all who joined 
us on Saturday 11th September for 
Spruce up Saturday! 

We had volunteers from all over the 
parish carrying out a variety of tasks 
from sign cleaning, litter picking and 
weed clearing. Oak Tree Green was 
given a wash and brush up and even a 
new post. One of our stoic councillors 
braved the main road and litter picked 
both sides from Kite Hill to Quarr!

The weather was on our side and 
about 20 of us ended the morning with 
a snack and a drink on the lawn of the 
Royal Victoria Yacht Club. Once again 
thank you for your hard work and we 
look forward to seeing you all again 
next time.

Spruce up Saturday!

Something funny was happening 
at the bottom of our garden. It had 
scarpered. Wasn’t there. Vanished, 
vamoosed, gone. There was no garden 
where there had been garden. Then 
we spotted it, oozily, stealthily floating 
away on each ripple of the falling 
tide. And when our woodland shrubs 
squelched up their roots, bundled up 
their feathery skirts, joined the exodus 
and were seen happily bobbing off on 
an Away Day to Portsmouth, help was 
needed pronto. So, we summoned 
the troops: our sons whizzed over, 
bringing entourages of wives, 
girlfriends, small fry, and the working 
party shot into action. Neighbours 
pitched in, lending curious bits of 
machinery to shift railway sleepers. 
The garden and paddock were scoured 
for fallen timber, big stones, little 
stones, and small grandchildren 
staggered up and down with mini 
wheelbarrows. And where was I in all 
this maelstrom of activity. Banished 
to the kitchen. Hey, where was a bit 
of give and take in this scenario? I 
wanted to go out and play with the 
boys not magic up nourishing carby 
lunches to lay out on trestles in the 
garden.

The hive of activity buzzed away 
the whole weekend, sleepers were 
jammed in place, the accumulated 
debris piled in behind, and we had 
a splendiferous restored sea wall 
fit to grace the poshest of Thames 
residences. Job done; our amazing 
team polished off the last of the 
impromptu picnic and evaporated 
like migrating swallows. And where 
there’d been energy, noise, hilarity, 
chaos, we were suddenly left with 
silence.

But not for long. That night a colossal 
storm came walloping in from the 
west; crunching through houses, 
gardens, woods, the wind shrieking 
and buffeting; torrential rain, fierce 
and short lived. Next morning, our 
hearts sank. Two of the sleepers had 
wimped out, and shifted, leaving our 
garden again open to the elements. 
Branches and timbers had flopped out 
onto the shingle. Hazards. They’d be 
sucked out into the Solent and could 
so easily smash into small boats.

The two of us frantically heaved debris 
back onto the garden. Afternoon wore 
into evening, the sun slipped slowly 
down over the horizon as the incoming 
tide lapped at our feet and we were 
soon knee deep. Then, as dusk fell, we 
grabbed the torches.  

Finally, in the dark, leaving a pristine 
foreshore, we staggered back up into 
the house and, exhausted, dived into a 
reviving stiff drink. But leapt up when 
we heard a noisy clattering whirl of 
engines, saw a large helicopter fly 
across, dangerously low beneath the 
canopy of trees, headlights beaming. 
Out on the water a couple of brightly 
lit RIBs criss-crossed up the creek, to 
and fro, obviously searching; above 
them the chopper circled and swung. 
Whatever was going on?

We worried about the night’s activity. 
What if someone had been swept off 
a yacht in the storm and ended up 
in the creek. So, I rang Ryde Inshore 
Rescue. Should we be looking for 
somebody or something, ought we 
to alert people? No, he reassured me. 
They’d had a couple of anxious phone 
calls the evening before, saying that 
two old dears had been seen stranded 

on the mud in Wootton Creek with a 
fast tide coming in, and were running 
backwards and forwards waving 
torches, obviously panicking and 
needing help. A rescue chopper and 
boats had been sent, but had found 
nothing, so the coastguard hoped 
they’d somehow scrambled to safety.

Should I have admitted that the two 
old dears had been happily ensconced 
at home, watching the aquatic son 
et lumiere, whilst scoffing gins and 
tonic? Perhaps not. But what if we 
were unmasked? What if they sent us a 
huge bill? We’d better make ourselves 
scarce we thought. But better thoughts 
prevailed; and we came clean, thanked 
them, apologised, and sent a donation 
to help them with their unstintingly 
given and generous work.

The lovely Coastguard just laughed, 
said it was a valuable night time exer–
cise and was glad they hadn’t found us 
floating face down in the creek.

Despite popular belief, the 100 plus 
local rescue services round our 
coasts are not part of the RNLI. Ryde 
Rescue is run entirely by volunteers 
and receives no funding from either 
the government or the RNLI; their 
running costs are round about £40,000 
a year and they survive solely on the 
generosity of the public. They need 
people to help and run events on their 
behalf. Perhaps sometime Fishbourne 
could lay on a fund-raising event to 
signal to Ryde Inshore Rescue how 
much we depend on them whilst we 
are out on the water and beaches and 
how much their freely given time and 
expertise is appreciated. Any ideas, 
please Let us know.

Jane Pearson

An accolade to our Inshore Rescue Services



Solo Atlantic 
Row 2021

I have been asked to write a few 
words for our Parish Newsletter about 
my upcoming adventure. By way 
of introduction, my name is Simon 
Howes, I am 66 years old. About five 
years ago my wife and I came to 
live on the Island having spent the 
previous 30 years living and working 
in the South of France. We have three 
wonderful children. They too love the 
Isle of Wight although all now live 
and work around London. Being here 
means we see a lot more of them.

Soon after arriving in Fishbourne we 
purchased a house by the sea and 
within days we were greeted by the 
amazing red squirrels. 

Sometime after this we had the good 
fortune to meet Miss Helen Butler 
MBE, the Chair of the Isle of Wight 
Red Squirrel Trust. She explained that 
the red squirrels are under threat of 
extinction and really need an area of 
woodland on the Island specifically 
dedicated to them where they can 
thrive and breed in safety. For this 
project the charity needs to raise 
fresh funds. Here they will be able to 
multiply away from those external 
forces which have caused them to 
become an endangered species. 

Personally I feel strongly that our 
children and our children’s children 
should also be able to grow up with 
the knowledge that the Isle of Wight 

Red Squirrel population is here to stay 
and flourish forever.

Just before the first lockdown last 
year we were enjoying sundowners 
on a beach in Antigua, when I had that 
light bulb moment. We watched as 
an exhausted solo rower in a 25-foot 
rowing boat entered English Harbour 
having just completed the gruelling 
3,000 mile row from West Africa to the 
Caribbean as a competitor in the 2020 
Talisker Whisky Atlantic challenge. 

I couldn’t help myself and rushed 
over with my wife to greet, meet and 
speak to this young man and soon 
after that purchased a rowing boat. I 
had never rowed before in my life but 
on our return to England I decided I 
would attempt to become one of the 
oldest men in history to row an ocean 
and that any support I was fortunate 
enough to receive, should go directly 
to the IOWRST.

If all goes to plan I will be one of just 
a few solo rowers departing from the 
small island of La Gomera off the west 
coast of Africa, on 12th. December 
2021, from where Christopher 
Columbus set off to discover the New 
World in 1492!

The crossing is classified as 
unassisted. What this really means is 
that if something goes wrong I may 
have to wait for up to 10 days for help 
to arrive and I am not allowed to raise 
and hoist a sail!!! There are two safety 
yachts one of which departs ahead of 
the rowing fleet and the other at the 
back of the fleet. Given most of the 
rowing boats have either five, four 
or two people aboard the chances of 
seeing any other boat at all during 
the crossing (after the first few hours 
at sea) is extremely remote! My aim 
is not to arrive last, and to complete 
the crossing safely in under 100 days. 
Clearly those boats with more rowers 
aboard doing shifts will be a lot faster 
than the solo participants.

I have been doing quite a lot of 
training this year both on the Solent, 
in the North Sea, and on a Concept 2 
rowing machine in our garage early 
every morning, so I feel quite ready for 
this challenge.

Some of the statistics are quite scary, 
so I am trying not to think about 
them. The crossing will require over 
1,500,000 oar strokes for the 3,000-
mile voyage, the waves can be 40 foot 
high, and the depth of the water under 
the boat over 5 miles deep at some 
points. Then the question everyone 
wants to ask…yes, I have a bucket! I 

have had to pack over 300 dried meals, 
(Mars bars, nuts etc) and I need to 
drink 10 litres of water a day to remain 
hydrated. The rowing boat will weigh 
about one ton fully laden. She is fitted 
with a solar powered water maker. The 
boats are designed to self-right in the 
event they get knocked down, capsize, 
or do a barrel roll in high seas. It is 
therefore vital that both cabin hatches 
are always securely closed. I do not 
wish to be caught off guard by rogue 
waves! 

I plan to row for two hours on then 
have two hours off for boat repairs, 
cooking meals, sleep etc. before I start 
rowing again for the next two hours, 
so about 12-15 hours on the oars 
daily. The hull of the boat needs to be 
cleaned of barnacles every couple of 
weeks at sea as these cause friction 
and slow the boat down. This will 
require a prayer or two every time 
before I take the plunge.

For those who might be wondering, 
I will be eating dehydrated Reindeer 
Stew (sounds great but I would prefer 
roast turkey) for lunch on Christmas 
Day this year and will be calling my 
family on a regular basis via a Satellite 
telephone link to keep in touch. 

I am told that many more people have 
climbed Mt Everest and been into 
Space than have ever rowed an ocean, 
however I also gather that the wildlife 
in the Atlantic is very special and I 
expect to see whales, dolphins, blue 
marlin, sharks etc. on a regular basis 
around the boat and flying fish on the 
deck. 

You will be able to follow my progress 
(or lack of it if I am being blown back 
towards Africa!) by clicking on the live 
yellow brick tracker on my website 
after the race start on 12th December 
2021.

Finally, I would like to say a big thank 
you to those local residents and 
friends who have already donated to 
the charity. If you too are concerned 
for the welfare of our rare red squirrels 
please consider giving generously to 
this great cause, ‘The Isle of Wight Red 
Squirrel Trust’, 

You can find out more about my 
adventure, the IOWRST, follow my 
progress and donate using the Just 
Giving link on my website www.
AtlanticRower.com Please note that 
100% of all donations will go direct to 
the Charity as I am completely self-
funded.

Simon Howes

Local resident rowing the Atlantic 
in aid of the IW Red Squirrel Trust.

This is your Newsletter!  Are you happy with the content? Do you find the articles interesting or informative?. 
Please let us know what you would like to see in the Newsletter. Contact: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Photo: courtesy of Ian Plested



The Isle of Wight Red Squirrel Trust 
is a registered charity founded in 
2005 and is run by six trustees. Our 
mission statement is ‘To educate the 
public about our native red squirrels, 
their habitat, and the species that 
share it with them’. Naturally we are 
committed to saving the species for 
future generations to see as well.  

The long-term plan is for The Isle of 
Wight Red Squirrel Trust to take on all 
red squirrel work on the Isle of Wight, 
apart from welfare. The original red 
squirrel group Wight Squirrel Project, 
which is still running, will keep this 
specialised part of the work. In case 
you are wondering, welfare is helping 
sick, injured and orphaned squirrels.  
It sounds very cosy looking after 
squirrels but is definitely not for the 
faint-hearted as most are too ill to save 
when we get them.

The Trust is slowly taking on tasks 
formerly carried out by Wight 
Squirrel Project as and when the 
right volunteers are found for the 
jobs. Apart from Beth, who is a paid 
administrator, everyone is a volunteer.  
It takes a certain type of dedication 
to volunteer – and more importantly 
– stick with it. Most of the posts 
are quite specialised as well. At the 
moment we are short of speakers for 
community group and school talks, so 
if you think you have what it takes and 
would like to give it a try please email: 
iowredsquirreltrust@gmail.com.

For a long time we have tried to raise 
money to secure a place for people 
to visit but so far we haven’t had 
the resources. Once we do, finding 

the right place will be the challenge, 
so any help or ideas welcome! Tree 
planting is big at the moment, so 
a field where we could plant new 
woodland would bring its own 
rewards, as long as it was near enough 
to a wood with red squirrels in of 
course, so they will disperse into the 
new planting. 

The general public expect to engage 
with us, which is difficult if we do not 
have premises. We are also expected 
to be able to show off our precious 
red squirrels. The Isle of Wight is a 
nationally important stronghold for 
red squirrels and most of the visitors 
have never seen a red squirrel. For 
some people it is high on their bucket 
list. The Trust has taken over running 
a stall at shows from Wight Squirrel 
Project and we aim to go to as many 
shows as possible next year. A new 
team of experienced volunteers, led by 
Beth is taking on this task.

Visitors to the Island like to ‘adopt’ 
a red squirrel, so there are four 
to choose from and they change 
regularly. Obviously we can’t 
point out which squirrel is in the 
photograph but we can say where 
it was photographed. This is always 
where it’s possible to visit. The regular 
change is because red squirrels 
generally live about 6 years in the 
wild. Adopters have the added bonus 
of access to our hide in private 
woodland, where the current four 
adoptee squirrels were photographed.

At the moment, The Trust provides 
educational material for free. This 
may be a book or DVD or there are 

The Isle of Wight Red 
Squirrel Trust  Charity No: 1112374

films on u-tube:  https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCnwqLyLyMoHsx2-
oa9rkNLA. Educational pages written 
specifically for children are also on 
the website: www.iowredsquirreltrust.
co.uk

The Trust distributes road signs, 
squirrel feeders and other squirrel 
related items. Raising public 
awareness through social media 
is another priority. We have an 
online auction coming up which 
is run through Facebook, so visit 
@iowredsquirreltrust to look for 
bargains and help red squirrels at the 
same time. Another chance to speak to 
us about squirrels or pick up a bargain 
is at a Christmas Emporium at the 
Island Sailing Club in Cowes, which 
runs over the weekend of 26-28th 
November.  

The long-term plan is coming together 
and The Isle of Wight Red Squirrel 
Trust will be here to look after our 
red squirrel population for future 
generations to enjoy.

Helen Butler MBE Chair 
The Isle of Wight Red Squirrel Trust

The Elephant Club @ St Mark’s is a 
place for people who have to live with 
dementia and for those who care for 
them. A social space to relax, share a 
laugh and to discover memories.

Why ‘The 
Elephant Club’?
Because an elephant never forgets

The Elephant Club has been running 
very successfully in Gurnard for five 
years now and they are helping us to 
start The Elephant Club in Wootton 
Bridge.

You will be pleased to know that it 
involves tea and a lot of cake!

Our next meeting will be Thursday 
11th November from 2-4pm in St 
Mark’s Church, Station Road, Wootton 
Bridge PO33 4RA, and thereafter every 
2nd Thursday of the month.

If you would like more information, 
please contact us on:

stedmundsandstmarks@gmail.com 

or leave a message on our 
answerphone service (301880) and we 
will get back to you. (The answerphone 
takes a long time to pick up – sorry!)

Forthcoming exhibitions include

28th Oct – 2nd November 
Brother Duncan Smith and Sarah 
Talbot

4th November – 9th November 
Christmas Crafts

11th November – 16th November 
St Lawrence Art Group

18th November – 23rd November 
5 Bells Art Group

25th November – 30th November 
TRAC

2nd December – 8th December 
Angela Sowden

9th December – 14th December 
Loren Thorn and Friends

Quarr Abbey Art Gallery



Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Diana Conyers Councillor 
Responsibility IWALC and 
Citizens Advice 
Tel: 01983 717517 
E-mail: conyers.diana@gmail.com

Cheryl Fontana Councillor 
Tel: 01983 247759 
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899882 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Weronika Nowak Councillor 
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Maxine Warr Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07815 990019 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ian Dore IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel:  
E-mail: vote@iandore.co.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Clerk’s Corner
Community Library 
Have you seen the wealth of books 
we now have in the old phone box 
on Fishbourne Lane? Thank you to 
everyone for your generosity with 
donating books, but please don’t stop! 
Feel free to browse, donate, swap, or 
just nab a book for a jolly good read 
as the winter sets in. If you have any 
children’s books they would also be 
appreciated. There is a lower section 
especially for these, so the younger 
reader can browse too. 

Irresponsible Parking 
There has been a number of reports 
of irresponsible parking in the side 
roads by tanker drivers and other 
large vehicles. We have written to 
the companies concerned and have 
received apologies and assurances 
that this will not happen in the future. 

Walking around the parish on these 
crisp Autumn mornings, it is always 
pleasing to see all around the evidence 
of the changing of the seasons: dew- 
laced spiders’ webs; patch works of 
fallen leaves and low-lying mists. 
After months of suffering the pulses 
of heavy traffic, Fishbourne Lane 
has once more settled into a calmer 
rhythm, at least for the moment. It is 
possible now to spend a few minutes 
peacefully browsing through the books 
in our newly acquired telephone box, 
which has been transformed into a 
community library. The choice of books 
on offer is wide and, although I hadn’t 
intended to, I succumbed to Madeline 
Miller’s “The Song of Achilles”, a 
reimagining of the Trojan Wars and the 
story of Achilles and Patroclus. I loved 
it and will be returning it to the box so 
that others may enjoy it too!

The noise from Victoria of Wight 
has been causing distress to the 
residents of Fishbourne Lane for a 
considerable time. Thanks to evidence 
and information provided by a group 
of residents and continuing ongoing 
communication with the parish council, 
an officer from the Isle of Wight Council 
Regulatory and Community Safety 
Services has now assessed the impact 
of the noise and is continuing to meet 
with Wightlink to ensure that there is 
the improvement that he has deemed 
necessary. 

The Parish Council has had a large 
planter installed on the junction 
between Firestone Copse Road and 
Kite Hill which has now been filled with 

seasonal plants. It has been made and 
will be maintained by Aspire in Ryde 
and we hope that it will enhance our 
environment throughout the year. If 
you have any ideas of other ways of 
improving our parish, then please let 
one of the councillors or the clerk know.

“Sprucing up” the parish in September 
only took a couple of hours of effort, 
but made a huge impact on the general 
tidiness of our area. There had been 
kerbside weeds in Firestone Glade 
which seemed to be growing at a 
great pace, so we set to and removed 
them and also cleaned up the street 
signage. We were all pleased with the 
results and one of our kind neighbours 
volunteered to take the green waste 
to the waste recycling centre. As 
a community project, it was well 
worthwhile and even afforded the 
opportunity of getting to meet new 
neighbours. Look out for the date of the 
next one and do join us!

We have also acquired a speed gun 
so that we can participate in the 
Speedwatch training and some of 
you may already have filled in an 
application form. We are awaiting 
further details and will let you know in 
due course.

Finally, as councillors, we are here to 
offer our help, guidance and support 
to all residents of Fishbourne Parish. 
We are very fortunate to live in such a 
beautiful place and it is by working with 
you that we can continue to protect and 
enhance our environment. As the Clerk 
says, we hold a parish surgery every 
Tuesday at 9.30 at the Royal Victoria 
Yacht Club and look forward to meeting 
you.

Councillor Cheryl Fontana

From a Councillor’s 
Perspective . . .

However, please let us know if you 
have further cause for concern.

IWC Draft Island Planning Strategy  
The closing date for comments on 
the draft Island Planning Strategy 
has passed and although there is 
no development planned for the 
parish, it was agreed to request that 
the boundary between Fishbourne 
and Binstead is respected, and this 
boundary is confirmed in the Plan on 
the west side of Ryde

Meetings 
Our monthly meetings have resumed 
on a face to face basis at the Yacht 
Club, as have our parish surgeries on 
a Tuesday morning between 9.30 and 
10am. 

Our next meeting is Thursday 11th 
November at 6.30pm, all residents 
are very welcome to attend.

Maxine Warr 



(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

Good news! Sunday worship at Holy 
Cross is now as close to being free 
of Covid restrictions as it is likely 
to be for the foreseeable future.  
Congregational hymn singing is 
restored; there is no longer any need 
to pre-book a place at services; mask 
wearing is optional with one side of 
the church reserved for those who 
are more comfortable not singing; 
and social distancing is now a matter 
of individual choice but is largely 
observed. There is a service at 9.30am 
every Sunday, either communion or 
morning worship, with additional 
services on some Sundays (eg Book of 
Common Prayer communion at 8am 
or choral evensong at Havenstreet at 
6.30pm).  

At present, we are planning to 
hold all the usual services to mark 
Remembrance Sunday, Advent, 
and Christmas. For full details of 
these services (and of any special 
precautions that may become 
necessary if the Covid situation 
changes) please consult our website 
(www.holycrossbinstead.org.uk)

In the July edition of the newsletter, I 
made a passing reference to the fire 
that burned the roof off the church, 
which I mistakenly attributed to the 
1950s. This provoked a reader into 
writing to tell me that she remembered 
how she and her mother watched 
the firemen fighting the blaze in 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

1969, when she was eight years 
old. Apologies for my error! The 
restoration of the church after the fire 
led not only to the fine new hammer-
beam roof that we now have, but also 
to the installation of some magnificent 
new stained-glass windows, which are 
some of the finest on the Island. The 
pictures opposite show, on the left, 
one of a pair of windows behind the 
font by Gabriel Loire of Chartres, one 
of the outstanding stained-glass artists 
of the 20th century, and on the right 
one of four windows in the church by 
Lawrence Lee, who led the team of 
artists who created the glass windows 
for the nave in Coventry Cathedral.

Exciting news! Following the 
vandalism of a medieval window 
in the sanctuary about three years 
ago, the church has commissioned 
a new window to be designed and 
made by Tracey Sheppard, a Fellow 
and former Chairman of the Guild of 
Glass Engravers, who has worked 
in both Winchester and Portsmouth 
Cathedrals. The new window is now 
complete and waiting to be installed, 
we hope in time for Christmas.  Do 
visit the church and look at our 
glorious glass windows. Better still, 
join us for worship one Sunday 
morning and inspect the windows 
whilst you are there. 

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton) 

St John the Baptist 
with the Lamb of 
God by Gabriel 
Loire

The Holy Spirit 
descends as a 
dove by Lawrence 
Lee 

Aspire Ryde is a community hub, 
providing services throughout the 
week in two redundant buildings, a 
church and retail space, which now 
buzz with activity. We offer many 
projects and activities to support the 
local community such as: 
Free Food Project, Community Café, 
Men in Sheds, Parent and Toddler 
Groups, Kingdom Play, over 70s 
lunch club, Tea Dance, Steppingstone 
(Homelessness project), Telephone 
Support Service, ‘Just be’ (Mental 
Wellbeing Groups) and much more. 

We have a history of delivering 
projects which meet the needs of 
many of the most vulnerable in our 
community

On a Tuesday and Thursday 10am 
– 1pm the Aspire Information point is 
open for members of the public and 
volunteers who need signposting to 
relevant services. This is operated 
by our Community Connector Steve 
Johnson and Citizen’s Advice. We 
work alongside many other third 
sector organisations as part of Ryde 
Unite, and in partnership with the 
local town and parish councils. In 2019 
we attained the Queen’s  Award for 
Voluntary Service.

Absolutely everyone is encouraged 
to come down to Aspire and get 

Aspire – Ryde
What we do

involved. We are driven by what 
the community would like from us, 
and projects develop around people 
and their needs, so if you have 
an idea, come and talk to us! Our 
volunteers are friendly, supportive and 
enthusiastic about the work they do. 
Aspire hosts lots of groups so there’s 
sure to be a like-minded group of 
people for you to join.

Editor’s footnote 
Representatives from Aspire will be 
giving a presentation at the next Parish 
council meeting, on November 11th at 
6.30pm at RVYC.



This time of year is always a busy 
period for the wildlife survey 
organisers who are busily collating 
and analysing the summer surveys.

The results for Butterfly Conservation’s 
Big Butterfly Count, which took place 
between 16th July and 8th August, 
have been announced and the Island 
has fared above the national average. 
The survey took 15 minutes counting 
butterflies at a location of your 
choice. We had a total of 870 counts 
submitted online by 308 people which 
represented a brilliant 40% increase 
compared to 2020. As you can see 
from the map above, Fishbourne and 
Wootton Bridge was well represented 
in the count. Many thanks to those of 
you who took part.

A total of 11,399 butterflies and day-
flying moths were counted on the 
Island which was an average of over 
13 per count. The national picture was 
gloomy with fewer butterflies and 
moths counted with an average of 
over 9, the lowest average since the 
count started twelve years ago. The 
changeable summer weather did not 
help this year along with the effects 
of climate change and habitat loss 
possible other reasons for the decline. 
The species with over 1,000 individuals 
reported on the island are as follows:

Species  Total

Meadow Brown  2,116
Small White  1,733
Large White  1,639
Gatekeeper  1,521
Red Admiral  1,170
Marbled White  1,079

On a more positive note, the British 
Dragonfly Society (BDS) has recently 

released their online State of Dragon-
flies in Britain and Ireland 2021 report. 

The report shows that dragonflies are 
bucking the trend of declining species 
in Britain and Ireland. In the dragonfly 
world there have been far more gains 
than losses. 

Over 40% of resident and regular 
migrant species have increased since 
1970, while only 11% have declined. 
Although this sounds like good news 
for dragonflies, it is in fact yet another 
indicator of climate change.

Dragonflies are a mainly tropical group 
of insects, so most will benefit from 
rising average temperatures. 

19 of our species have significantly 
increased while five have shown 
significant declines overall. The 
species which have increased most are 
the Emperor Dragonfly (56%), Britain’s 

largest resident species, Migrant 
Hawker (28%) and Ruddy Darter (26%) 
while only one of the five species in 
decline is found on the Island, Emerald 
Damselfly (-14%). Interestingly, our 
recent data appears to be bucking the 
national trend with Emerald being 
found at more sites. 

You can download the full report at: 
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/
recording/state-of-dragonflies-2021/

Latest news regarding the White-
tailed Eagle project is that a further 
12 birds were released on the Island. 
For the latest information about the 
birds please use the following link to 
the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation 
website: https://www.roydennis.
org/2021/09/02/white-tailed-eagles-
successfully-returning-to-the-english-
landscape/

The iWatch Wildlife project, the 
recording project of the I.W Natural 
History & Archaeological Society, 
are running a Species of the Month 
to encourage people to record their 
sightings. October is the Kingfisher 
and November is the Oystercatcher 
so if you see either of these species, 
please get in contact. You can enter 
your sightings via social media or 
email via the following: 
@iWatchWildlife (Facebook) 
#iWatchWildlife (Instagram) 
email: iwatchwildlife@gmail.com

Now is the time of year to have a 
wander in our local woodland looking 
for fungi while Wootton Creek and the 
adjacent coastline sees a return of the 
wintering waterbirds. Oystercatcher 
and Redshank can be found roosting 
on the shingle bank behind the ferry 
terminal at Fishbourne at high tide 
while increasing numbers of Brent 
Geese can be seen on the water 
grazing the seagrass beds in the 
Solent.

Redshank is likely to be the first bird 
you will hear in the creek with their 
shrill alarm call warning other birds of 
any possible danger. It is no wonder 
that they are also known as the 
“warden of the marshes”!

Take care, engage with nature safely 
and most of all enjoy every moment.

Jim Baldwin

Nature Notes
What to see this autumn

Female Emperor 
Dragonfly

Redshank Photo: Jim Baldwin
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