
Fishbourne Parish Council Meeting 11 November 2021 

IWALC Report  

Topic Meeting: Cllr Talbot and I attended the October Topic Meeting, which was 
held via Zoom on Thursday 28 October. Cllr Phil Jordan, Cabinet Member for 
Highways, Transport and Infrastructure, was the guest speaker. He explained that 
the renegotiation of the Island Roads PFI contract in 2019 had resulted in about £2 
million ‘savings’, £1.5 million of which have already been implemented. He described 
how this has affected the delivery of various services and informed participants that 
local councils can, if they wish, contribute to the funding of services in order to get a 
higher level of provision. Cllr Jordan also answered questions on a wide range of 
issues related to Island Roads, including speeding, water on roads, grass cutting and 
a request that local councils be allowed to undertake their own minor works. The 
notes from the meeting have already been circulated to councillors.  

Workshop Follow-Up: At the Community Resilience Workshop hosted by IWALC 
on 25 September, a steering group was set up to discuss follow-up activities. The 
group, which includes representatives from IWALC, the Isle of Wight Council and 
Community Action IW, held its first meeting by Zoom on 20 October. One of the 
decisions made at this meeting was to write to all local councils, asking about any 
current or planned social welfare or community development activities they 
undertake and offering to provide information and support to any council wishing to 
expand this role. Clerks will be receiving these letters shortly.  

Training: Covid has again disrupted training plans. IWALC had planned to hold a 
face-to-face Introduction to Finance course on 27 October. However, after 
discussion with the trainer, Sue Chilton, it was decided to cancel it. It will now be 
held via Zoom on Wednesday 1 December. Meanwhile, there will be a Code of 
Conduct course on Wednesday 24 November, also via Zoom. Councillors have 
already received information about both courses. 

Diana Conyers 

 


