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It was a busy but exciting start at Quarr 
Abbey following our annual Christmas 
break. Normally at this time of year we 
would expect a quieter, gentler start, 
normally spent in the teashop and 
farm shop planning for the year ahead 
and organising new projects and ideas. 
However, having featured as part of 
the BBC programme ‘Heaven Made’ a 
lot of new visitors are arriving to see 
the Abbey and all its beauty first-hand, 
as well as the familiar faces of our 
regular visitors returning making it a 
very busy time. Our online product 
range is now also in high demand 
with orders streaming in, so our small 
but dedicated team are already at full 
stretch, preparing for what we hope 
will be a successful and prosperous 
year.

Despite this and all the hustle and 
bustle going on behind the scenes, 
the Abbey still manages to retain its 
usual gentle, tranquil atmosphere, 
something that is unique to the 
site and loved by all who visit. The 
tranquillity is integral to life at the 
Abbey and is something that we 
always strive to maintain even with 

increasing visitor numbers. Whilst 
running the businesses of the 
Abbey and thinking of how to keep 
people visiting the shops on site, we 
always strive to maintain a balance 
between achieving our objectives 
and protecting the calm atmosphere.   
Quarr Abbey is first and foremost a 
monastery and place of worship.

As we prepare for the season ahead, 
there are many new and exciting 
things happening here. This is the first 
January that we have been able to 
be fully open in the teashop and farm 
shop for over 2 years, which is very 
positive.

During February half term the Abbey is 
running an exhibition in the art gallery 
featuring the architectural plans of 
Dom Bellot, the monk-architect who 
designed and built the church and 
buildings of Quarr Abbey. It 
will be a chance for visitors to 
see some of the amazing plans 
and designs from the Abbeys 
archives, some of which have 
never been on display to the 
public before.

The work on the new holiday 
cottage continues on site, as 
does the refurbishment to the old 
building situated down by the 
ruins. Once the work has been 
completed it will allow people 

A new year at 
the Abbey

the opportunity to stay in the unique 
setting of Quarr.  The holiday cottage 
is due to be open and available to 
book just in time for Easter.

Work has also started on the church 
for repairs to the windows and the roof 
of the side chapels, something which 
is vitally important to keep the Abbey 
in good shape.

As the year progresses and we head 
towards Easter, it is a welcome change 
to be able to move away from a 
time of lockdowns and restrictions 
and instead focus on all the positive 
growth, so that the Abbey can 
continue to be a place of tranquillity 
and peace for people to visit and enjoy 
during what we hope will be a more 
hopeful future.

Lucy Sutton.

By the time this arrives, Christmas may 
well seem like a distant memory. I hope 
that you all had some happy times and 
that 2022 will bring much needed peace 
and joy to all.

Alongside our irreplaceable regular 
contributors, this edition includes 
a Christmas story to lift the spirits, 
and we hope, make you smile at 
this sometimes gloomy time of year. 
It also includes a ‘farewell’ to our 
wonderful Parish Clerk Maxine Warr, 
and an introduction to her replacement 
Lindsey Hood, who will undoubtedly 
fulfil the role admirably. We are 
(selfishly) dismayed that Maxine is 
leaving, but wish her, and her family all 
the very best for their new life on the 
mainland.

Fresh Starts We hope you will be interested in the 
summary of the Questionnaire sent out 
in November. Many thanks to Diana 
Conyers for putting the findings in 
such an accessible format. It was felt 
to be a useful exercise and gives the 
Parish Council a good steer on what the 
people of Fishbourne feel is important, 
and therefore a real focus for future 
efforts.

Please note the ‘Spring Spruce Up’ on 
2nd April. A great deal was achieved 
all over the Parish at the last one, so do 
put the date in your diary.

And finally…I have been asked to 
remind all residents to think very 
carefully about the waste they put 
in the Green Recycling bin. Believe 
it or not, somebody put a half full 
paint tin in the recycling recently. This 
caused not only a painty mess along 
the highway, but also meant that the 

whole lorry load had to be discarded 
into ‘general waste’, and the lorry had 
to be cleaned before the round could 
eventually be resumed. This is bad for 
the environment, disruptive and costly 
for the refuse collectors (and therefore 
the taxpayer) and totally unnecessary.  
Should you have some paint that you 
want to dispose of you can take it to 
the Aspire Community Shop in Ryde 
(they will resell it which will make 
a contribution to their funds) or to 
Afton Marsh or Lynbottom, where if 
reusable, it is passed onto community 
projects, and local charities. I hope this 
is helpful.

 As we are all very much aware, 
recycling is a vital part of the Green 
Agenda. One thoughtless act can ruin 
so much of the good that we are doing. 
Let’s all continue to do all we can to 
”Refuse, Reuse and Recycle”.



In December the Parish Council 
distributed a questionnaire to all 
households in the Parish, to find out 
more about our residents and get their 
views on issues and problems in the 
area and future priorities for the Parish 
Council. About 350 questionnaires 
were distributed. 

The Respondents
We received 60 responses. This is 
about 17% of households. Although 
not a large number, it is a reasonable 
response for a survey of this nature. 
In order to get some background 
information about our residents, we 
asked about the number of people in 
their household and their ages. The 
results are shown in the table below: 

Household size

No 1 2 3 4 5+ 
people

% 20 58 5 14 3 

Age distribution

Age 0-15 16-24 25-34 35-64 65+ 
group 

% 6 10 3 27 54

Comparison with the 2011 census 
data for the area indicates that our 
respondents’ households are slightly 
smaller than the average for the area 
and include significantly more people 
than average in the over 65 age group. 
This in turn suggests that we need 
to be careful how we use the survey 
data because it may be biased towards 
the views of a particular sector of our 
population.

We also asked people for their 
postcode. We had responses from 14 
different postcodes, covering most 
parts of the parish. However, there 
were more responses from some areas 
than others. 49% of responses came 
from five postcodes in what might 
be described as the main village (i.e. 
the lower part of Fishbourne Lane 
and adjacent roads) and nearly half 
of these were from one postcode 
(PO33 4EX). The other responses were 
relatively equally divided between the 
other parts of the parish: 15% were 
from four postcode areas around the 
junctions of Fishbourne Lane, Kite Hill 
and Elenors Grove; 18% were from 

four postcode areas in the Lower Kite 
Hill area; and 18% were from one 
postcode area (PO33 4LH) around 
Firestone Glade. This also suggests a 
need for caution, since the data may 
be biased towards the views of those 
in the main village area. 

Views about the Area
We asked people what they liked and 
disliked most about the area. The 
general impression gained is that 
people think Fishbourne is a pleasant 
place to live. The main reasons given 
for this, in order of the number of 
times mentioned, were:

1. The pleasant rural environment, 
with easy access to the countryside, 
nature, good walks, etc.

2. The friendliness of local people and 
sense of community.

3. The convenience of the location in 
terms of access to transport, including 
road links, the ferry and buses.

4. The general peace, quiet and safety 
of the area.

5. Proximity to the beach and sea, 
including Wootton Creek. 

6. Access to amenities, such as shops, 
health services, pubs, the Yacht Club 
– and the book swap!

In terms of dislikes, the main issues 
mentioned all related to traffic. They 
included the amount of traffic and 
speeding on the main road and 
Fishbourne Lane, specific problems 
related to ferry traffic, noise and air 
pollution, difficulties in accessing 
and crossing the main road, lack of 
pavements along parts of the main 
road, illegal or inappropriate parking, 
and various issues related to the ferry 
terminal.

Other problems, mentioned by fewer 
people, included rubbish and dog 
fouling, flooding and drainage issues, 
inadequate retail facilities (especially 
following the closure of the post 
office in Wootton), planning issues 
(including inappropriate planning 
approvals, uncertainty regarding 
the future of New Copse and second 
home ownership, issues related to pub 
facilities, and lack of a general-purpose 
community building to provide a focal 
point for the parish.

We also asked people where they go 
most often for shopping and other 
services: Ryde, Wootton or Newport. 
Wootton appears to be the most 
popular, with 63% going there often 
and 35% sometimes. Ryde is close 
behind, with 58% going there often 
and 40% sometimes. Newport appears 
to be used for less frequent trips, with 
only 43% going there often but 57% 
sometimes.  

Parish Council 
Meetings and Modes of 
Communication
Residents were asked whether they 
had ever attended a Parish Council 
meeting or considered being a parish 
councillor. 53% said they had attended 
a meeting,14% said that they had 
considered becoming a councillor and 
one said that they had been one in the 
past.

We also asked if they had read the 
Parish Newsletter or looked at the 
Council’s website or Facebook page. 
They all said that they had read the 
Newsletter and 19% that they had 
looked at the website. However, 
no-one had looked at the Facebook 
page – an indication perhaps of the 
average age of respondents? We 
then asked them to tell us how useful 
they considered these means of 
communication, using a score of 1-4.  
87% considered the Newsletter to be 
relatively useful (i.e. gave it a score of 
3 or 4), but only two respondents said 
the same about the website and none 
about the Facebook page.  

Priority Objectives
Respondents were given ten possible 
objectives to improve the Parish and 
asked to rank each of them as of high, 
medium or low priority. The results are 
summarised in the table below:

Priority Objective Score*

1 Reducing traffic speed 96
2 Cleaner environment 79
3 Improved roads/pavements  76
4 Better walking/cycling paths 69
5 Improved welfare services 58
6 Reduced anti-social behaviour 51
7 More community facilities 49
8 Better housing 34
9 Environmental conservation 33
10 Improved public transport 31

*Score was calculated by awarding two 
points for each high priority ranking and 
one for each medium priority ranking.

Other Objectives and 
Activities
Respondents were also asked to 
suggest other priorities they consider 
important and to tell us about any 
activities or services they would like to 
have in the Parish. There was a long 
list of suggestions. Many relate to 
the traffic-related problems identified 
earlier. They included:
■  Improve traffic flow into ferry 
     terminal 
■  Stop ferry traffic using Fishbourne 
     Lane/Ranalagh Drive for 
     manoeuvres 

Fishbourne 
Parish Council 
Household 
Survey



Events for February, March and 
April include:-

January – Saturday 29th 
Chinese New Year Celebration

February and March 
Watch the Six Nations with us 
and take advantage of our drinks 
offers during the games.

February 
“Full On February” 25% off a 
range of drinks

February 11th to 14th 
Valentines Weekend – Special 
3 course menu available all 
weekend

March 17th & 18th 
St Patricks Celebration

March 27th 
Mothering Sunday - Treat Mum 
to a special Sunday Lunch

The Fishbourne
■  Speed control outside Fishbourne 
     Inn

■  Speed limit and turning area on 
     The Poplars

■  Enforcement of speeding and 
     parking regulations

■  Signage to slow down

■  Speedwatch

■  Restrict parking on Lower Green 

■  Speed limit on Firestone Copse 
     Road

■  Marked lane for pedestrians on 
     Firestone Copse Road

■  Off-road path to Firestone Copse

■  Re-set traffic lights at top of 
     Fishbourne Lane

■  Footpath on north side of Wootton 
     Bridge

■  Improve pavements near Wootton 
     Bridge

■  Reduce light pollution from ferry 
     terminal

■  Support Fixed Link campaign.

Others included:

■  Encourage and provide advice on 
     tree planting

■  Encourage/develop wild flower areas

■  Increase awareness of wildlife 
     protection (including hedgehog 
     corridors)

■  Red squirrel conservation

■  Improve maintenance of verges and 
     green spaces

■  Clean drains regularly

■  Litter bin at bottom of Firestone 
     Copse Road

■  Voluntary littler picks

■  Coordinated support for elderly

■  Social activities to combat 
     loneliness

■  Look out for each other

■  More social activities (e.g. book 
     club, table tennis club)

■  Community centre or other focal 
     point for Parish Council

■  Advertise local activities in 
     Newsletter

■  Local post office facilities

■  Improve services at local health 
     centre

■  Support for small businesses

■  Bus to ferry terminal

■  Reduce number of unnecessary 
     notices

■  Encourage/facilitate provision of 
     more social housing

■  Build fewer houses/no large 
     developments

■  Parish Council should maintain low 
     profile.

Emergency Support
Finally, we asked residents whether, 
if there was another lockdown, they 
would either need assistance or be 
willing to help support other residents. 
Only four respondents said they would 
need support, while 22 said they 
would be willing to help. 

Next Steps
The Council will be using these 
findings to help us review our 
priorities and plan future activities.  
We will begin by dividing the 
things that concern you into three 
categories: those the Council can 
itself do something about, those we 
can pressure other agencies to do 
something about, and those we have 
no means of influencing. We will be 
doing this at the next Council meeting, 
which will be on Thursday 10 February 
at 6.30 pm. If you are interested, 
please come along and listen to the 
discussion!

Diana Conyers, Parish Councillor



Raising Awareness of 
the Overwintering Birds 
at Fishbourne

A new interpretation panel created 
in partnership between Fishbourne 
Parish Council and Bird Aware Solent 
has recently been installed to help 
visitors to the beach find out about the 
wildlife that can be seen in the area, and 
what we can all do to help protect it.

Fishbourne is an important part of the 
coast for wildlife, especially migratory 
birds that come to the Solent each 

winter. Species such as dark-bellied 
brent geese, oystercatcher and curlew 
can often be seen feeding out on the 
intertidal area during the low tides. 
The geese eat seaweeds and seagrass, 
whereas the wading birds will dig into 
the mud using their beaks to look for 
worms, shrimps and other marine 
creatures.

Dark-bellied brent geese travel all 
the way from Siberia in Russia (that’s 
around 3,000 miles!) to get to the 
Solent each year, so it’s important 
that they and all the other birds are 
not disturbed while they are here with 
us. These birds need to feed, rest and 
build up as much energy as they can 
to ensure they are in the best condition 
possible to make their long migrations 
back to their summer breeding 
grounds in the spring.

Oystercatcher CurlewDark-bellied brent goose

It’s hoped that the new sign will help 
to raise awareness of the different 
species and encourage responsible 
use of the beach. It makes such a real 
difference when people enjoying the 
coast look out for birds, move further 
away when birds become alert, and 
keep their dogs alongside them away 
from wildlife. 

By following this simple coastal code 
we can all enjoy our wonderful wildlife 
and can help reduce disturbance, 
giving these special birds the best 
chance of survival.

A local partnership project 
Bird Aware Solent’s Assistant Ranger 
Charlotte (who wrote this piece), 
is based here on the Island. Bird 
Aware rangers engage with visitors 
and communities along the coast to 
help people learn about the different 
species of bird and understand the 
impact of bird disturbance. Find out 
more about the project here: www.
birdaware.org

Shortly after the ever popular Burn’s 
night supper on 29th January, the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
at the club begin with a ‘Special 
Sunday luncheon’ of Crown roasts 
on the 6th February. There will be 
a programme of events specifically 
to commemorate this remarkable 
achievement. Monthly ‘Saturday 
Sailing Around the World Suppers’ 
commence on the 12th February with 
a visit to Italy. Ladies luncheons, (3rd 
Thursday of the month), are a good 
opportunity to catch up with fellow 
members and guests. 

19th March sees the Fitting Out Supper 
launch the start of the Sailing season 

and there’s a Spring BBQ, (1st of a 
series) on 16th  April. These events are 
for members only and their guests, 
however all are invited to attend the 
Wednesday Winter Talks below.

February 2nd 
John Cairns, The Spirit of Vectis
February 9th  
Dr Noel Stimson 
Titanic – the Captain’s Story
Febaury 16th 
Dr Dominic Fontana 
Old maps and Solent Charts
February 23rd  
Tim Wander 
Where ‘Pluto’ crossed the path
March 2nd 
Prof Robin McInnes 
The Scottish Boarders to the I.O.W
March 9th 
Dr Noel Stimson, WW1 Submarine VCs
March 16th  
Dr Fred Dartigues 
Lost Wax Technique 

The RYA Safety Boat course 19/20th 

Royal Victoria Yacht Club February and RYA First Aid Course on 
27th.  Power Boat 2 qualifications can 
be signed up for on 5/6th March. These 
RYA certified Courses are open to all 
as is our RYA Onboard Programme 
of activities.  We will be welcoming 
our Cadets and their families for our 
registration evening on Friday 4th 
March at 18.30. 

The Commissioning Cup on 20th 
March sees RVYC boats back racing 
on the water. Alongside a growing 
Scow fleet we are now delighted to 
have some Waspz foiling sailors!  
The RVYC is very much a community 
based sailing facility and we welcome 
guests and new members throughout 
the year both on and off the water. Do 
please contact office@rvyc.org.uk for 
more details 

Details of all events can be found 
on the Club’s Website. https://www.
rvyc.org.uk/events, and for all social 
enquiries e mail: house@rvyc.org.uk 
or ring 882325 and leave a message.

If you wish to join the Club in 
February, single membership for 2022 
is £120 plus a one off joining fee of £90.



This intriguing title would lead a 
student of history to imagine that 
the subject of the novel might be 
Elizabeth I, but instead there are three 
additional last Tudors, each of whom 
has a section of the novel dedicated 
to her story. Elizabeth does play a 
part, but it is as a somewhat distant 
and malevolent presence throughout 
the book, crippled by jealousy and 
paranoia, and paralysed by an inability 
to either marry and produce her own 
heir or to make a choice of heir from 
existing Tudor noblewomen.

The Last Tudor deals with the lives 
of the three Grey girls, potentially 
eligible to inherit the throne through 
the line of their maternal grandmother 
Mary, the favourite sister of Henry 
VIII.  In the first section of the book 
Lady Jane Grey tells the story of how 
she is pushed into her nine day reign 
by her father and other ambitious 
nobles who preferred the Protestant  
Jane to her Catholic cousin Mary 
after the untimely death of Edward 
VI. Jane is an uncompromising voice 
and embraces martyrdom rather than 

begging Mary’s forgiveness 
and renouncing her religion. 
From her incarceration in the 
Tower she advises her younger 
sister Katherine to “Learn to 
die”. Katherine, both young 
and beautiful, assumes the 
mantle of potential heir on the death 
of her sister. Elizabeth, by now having 
succeeded her sister Mary, dangles 
favours and advantages and Katherine 
plays the courtly game until she has 
the misfortune to fall in love with 
the young Earl of Hertford and more 
unforgivably, to marry him without the 
new Queen’s permission. Once found 
out, the two of them are imprisoned 
separately in the Tower with Katherine 
giving birth to a son followed by 
another as her jailers take pity on 
the young couple and allow them to 
spend time together as a family. After 
the birth of her second son Katherine 
is never allowed to see her husband 
again and is also deprived of her first 
born. She languishes still imprisoned 
until she eventually dies at the age of 
27.

The Last Tudor by Philippa Gregory 

The last of the Grey 
sisters is Mary, who 
negotiates Elizabeth’s 
court with a great deal 
of understanding and 
wariness. Her small 
stature as a little person 
probably helps her 
to remain out of the 
limelight and out of 
trouble until she too 

falls into the trap of marrying without 
the permission of Elizabeth. She also 
chooses  a man much older than 
herself and by contrast enormously 
tall and not even a nobleman but a 
soldier. This marriage is equally as 
ill-fated as her sister’s and results 
in imprisonment for Mary and her 
husband, whom she never sees again.

If you are interested in Tudor 
history this book does deal with a 
turbulent and conspiracy-filled time 
in Elizabeth’s reign with its constant 
need for the certainty of a named 
heir. It is a shame that Elizabeth is 
portrayed predominantly as capricious 
and spiteful, but the story of the girls 
is interesting and well told in three 
different voices. It is back in our 
community library now, so why not try 
it out?

Cheryl Fontana

From the Parish Book Box

he scooted back, shot into the air and, 
mercifully landed on solid joists again.    
The scary game of cat and mouse 
went on with increasingly hysterical 
shrieks from above and breathless 
exhortations from my mother to keep 
still. At last the inevitable – one leap 
too far and with a sickening crunch, 
shouts and a cascade of plaster, my 
father’s legs plunged down through 
the ceiling – and a pitiful wailing 
ouchy, ouch echoed from the loft.

My brother and I, galvanised by 
the hullabaloo, scrambled out of 
bed, and gazed aghast at the scene 
of carnage. Mama was tottering 
precariously on a rickety little chair, 
looking decidedly squelchy, nightie 
soaked, hair wet and straggly, draped 
with a porridge of plaster and dust 
and ferociously whirling a sword like 
some warring Roman goddess. Up 
above, a pair of blue pajama clad  
legs thrashed furiously beneath the 
ceiling, accompanied by bellows and 
imprecations, hazing the air blue. We 
learnt a lot of lovely new words that 
night – upped our street cred no end at 
school.

Hello darlings, she said, looking 
vaguely surprised to see us. We 
thought you were both fast asleep. 
Whatever woke you up?

Jane Pearson

T’was the night before Christmas and 
all thro’ the house, not a creature was 
stirring, not even a mouse.

One Christmas there was a great 
deal more than mousery going on 
in our loft. My mother was woken 
by ominous sounds coming from 
the spare bedroom, Tiptoeing out 
(so as not to wake my father), she 
saw with dismay a glinting line of 
water bubbling out of the ceiling and 
sploshing on the floor, drenching 
everything including wrapped presents 
and tree glittery. What do you do 
when there’s a leak in the roof. Holler 
for a plumber of course – but in the 
middle of the night? Not a hope. And 
just before Christmas? However my 
resourceful mother was undeterred 
and had ingenious ways of solving 
life’s little problems. The way to sort 
this one was obvious. She needed 
to find a first World War German  
bayonet.

She was short on the bucket front, but 
reckoned that if she could somehow 
channel the trail of water it might 
spurt into just one bucket. Good 

thinking Mum. First step was to make 
a big hole in the ceiling. She pottered 
downstairs to hunt for a long handled 
something or other and found the 
perfect pointy gadget displayed on the 
study wall. A bayonet, ‘liberated’ by 
her uncle, would be just the job.      

What she hadn’t realised was that my 
father too had heard the threatening 
splishy splashery. Had crept out ten 
minutes earlier (so as not to wake 
her), and clambered up into the loft.     
Different approach you see. Mars v. 
Venus. He would mend the pipe. She 
would minimise the damage. So, 
crouching down and clutching a torch, 
he wobbled hazardously,  and shuffled 
along looking for the leak. Suddenly,  
terrifyingly, in the quiet of the night 
and with absolutely no warning, 
a bayonet was dramatically thrust 
through the ceiling, right between 
his bent knees. He let out an earth 
shattering shriek and leapt backwards,  
luckily landing feet first on the joists.

There was an unnerving silence from 
below. He waited, apprehensive, then 
risked squatting down again. Heavy 
huff’n’puffing floated up, and jab, jab,  
came the bayonet again. Betsy, he 
shouted hoarsely. What the hell are 
you doing. No answer. Jab, jab, jab.     
In imminent danger of being skewered 
in a very delicate part of his anatomy, 

A Stab in  
the Dark
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People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Clerk’s Corner
As this will be my last ‘Clerks Corner’ 
I hope you will indulge me with this 
goodbye note instead of a news round 
up.

I would like to thank all the residents 
of Fishbourne for your warm welcome 
and support during my two-year 
tenure. I have enjoyed working with 
Fishbourne Parish Council very much 
and will be sad to leave. 

My husband and I, along with my 
92-year-old mother, are moving to 

Below are some councillor’s thoughts 
on Maxine. I can only agree with all of 
them.

Diana says: I first met Maxine 
in 2018. At that time, she was the 
Isle of Wight Association of Local 
Councils (IWALC)’s County Officer and 
I had become Ryde Town Council’s 
representative to IWALC. When she 
resigned from that post to become 
clerk of Fishbourne Parish Council, 
IWALC members were very sorry to 
see her go. I remember saying to her 
that IWALC’s loss was Fishbourne’s 
gain. In October 2020 I became chair 
of IWALC. Coincidentally, IWALC was 
at that time again without a County 
Officer and Maxine had stepped in 
temporarily to fill the gap. It was a 
fortuitous coincidence for me, since she 
helped me find my feet in my new role. 

Maxine has three important qualities 
that are difficult to find in the same 
person: efficiency, commitment and 
personability. She is among a handful 
of people whom I would regard as 
the best people with whom I have 
worked – and I have worked with a 
lot of people! She also has a wealth 

of experience. Fishbourne can pride 
itself in having had one of the most 
experienced and capable parish clerks 
on the Island. Needless to say, I will 
be very sorry to see her go. However, 
Boston is not so far away, especially 
with modern communications. I know 
that she will be there if I need her 
advice! And in the meantime, I look 
forward to working with our new clerk, 
Lindsey.

Cheryl says:  As a relatively new 
member of Fishbourne Parish Council, 
I can say in all sincerity that it has been 
a real pleasure to work with Maxine. 
From the outset she has been most 
welcoming and supportive and has 
been happy to guide me through the 
hitherto (to me) uncharted waters of 
the world of parish councils. I have 
valued her advice and guidance and 
have appreciated the way in which she 
efficiently provides all the paperwork 
required for meetings. She has such a 
breadth of experience and a friendly 
manner that I don’t doubt she will 
be snapped up by some lucky parish 
council in her new Lincolnshire home. 
I wish her and her family a happy and 
stress-free move and hope that it will 
bring them all joy. We will miss you 
Maxine.

Malcolm says: Since Maxine’s 
appointment in Oct 2019 we have 
achieved a great deal spurred on by 
her energy and conscientiousness. I 
would describe her as super-efficient, 
quietly persistent and with a very 
pleasant manner.  It has been a real 
pleasure working with her.

Sarah Talbot

Maxine Warr Clerk to Fishbourne Parish 
Council October 2019 – January 2022

Boston in Lincolnshire in the next few 
weeks, it’s a bit of a mad adventure 
but sometimes you have to say ‘what 
the heck, let’s go for it!’ The Island will 
always be in my heart, particularly the 
area of Binstead and Fishbourne as I 
was brought up in Binstead – I shall 
remain a Caulkhead till I die!

Many of you already know Lindsey 
and he has taken to his role with 
gusto, so you are in safe hands.

Very best wishes to you all for the 
future.

Maxine Warr 

Ship Building 
Interpretation Board
The ship building interpretation board 
is finally back on the Lower Green! 
It was over two years ago that the 

board was removed for repair and 
unfortunately it then went missing. 
Thankfully, a duplicate board was 
safely stored by Tony Hart and the 
Parish Council were able to arrange for 
it to be mounted and installed in the 
new position near the bench. We hope 
it will provide information on the rich 
ship building heritage for all visitors to 
the area.

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by April 17th at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com



(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

Christmas was celebrated at Holy 
Cross with great joy and enthusiasm, 
albeit in a slightly subdued fashion, as 
the Christmas Eve carol services had 
to be cancelled due to concerns that 
a church full of enthusiastic singers 
might prove to be a COVID super-
spreader. Nonetheless, carols were 
sung, both in church for Advent and 
Epiphany and at some of the local 
nursing homes. We move into the 
new year full of hope that we shall 
be able to celebrate Easter and the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee without 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

being inhibited by such concerns. Do 
keep an eye on the website (www.
holycrossbinstead.org.uk) for details 
of the services and social events, 
particularly the special jubilee events, 
over the coming months.

Although the trees are now bare, 
the branches of the willow tree in 
our garden are already bursting 
with buds as the annual miracle that 
brings renewed life from what has 
died away occurs once more. I am 
writing this at the start of the new 
year but by the time that you read it 
the beginning of Lent, the period of 
preparation for Easter, will be almost 
upon us. Both new year and Lent 
provide us with opportunities to make 
fresh resolutions and renewed efforts 
to try to be the people that we want 
to be – whether that be fitter, kinder, 
slimmer, more faithful or whatever.  
That annual cycle of renewal and fresh 
hope is as important to our continued 
growth and development as it is for 
the plants in our gardens. Easter is the 
time of hope born out of a cruel death 
and a miraculous resurrection to new 
life. Let each of us in our own way 
rejoice and be glad in it.

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton

Some of you may already know me 
through my membership of the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club, but I would like 
to introduce myself as the new Parish 
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
for Fishbourne.

I live in Ryde with my wife, Michele 
and our two sons William (7) and 
Sam (4¾) (the ¾ is very important 

apparently…) having moved from St 
Albans in June last year. Although 
we have only lived on the island for 6 
months, we have already immersed 
ourselves into island life by joining the 
yacht club, 1st Ryde and 1st Binstead 
Scouts and volunteering for Ryde 
Inshore Rescue. I have also recently 
been co-opted as a School Governor 
for Greenmount Primary School.

Being a Parish Clerk is completely new 
to me. I previously worked in sales 
for 19 years before joining the NHS 
Ambulance service in 2012. I still, on 
occasion, work within the ambulance 
service but work on a private contract 
which means I get to work at exciting 
places like Wembley Stadium, Elstree 
Studios and The O2 in London. 
Alongside my working life, I am a 
Trustee for 2 scouting charities which 
has allowed me to gain experience 
in governance, administration and 
financial management – all skills that 
will come in very useful, I am sure!

I look forward to meeting you all at 
either the Tuesday morning parish 
council surgery (09.30-10.00), the 
monthly parish council meetings (2nd 
Thursday of each month) both held at 
the RVYC, or out and about in the local 
area.

Please feel free to contact me at 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Mr Lindsey Hood
New Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer

As the new community library is proving 
to be such a success, I wondered if 
there would be any interest in forming 
a book group which would meet on a 
monthly basis. This would be either 
in a morning or an afternoon, so that 
people do not have to worry about 
coming out after dark. If you enjoy 
reading and would like to be involved 
in sharing books and ideas over a cup 
of tea or coffee, do please  get in touch 
with me, you will be most welcome.
My email details are: 
cherylfontana1959@gmail.com and 
my mobile number is 07910849302.
The first meeting will be in Quarr 
Abbey Tearoom at 10.30 on Thursday 3 
February and I look forward to hearing 
from you even if you are unable to 
make the first meeting.

Cheryl Fontana

Book Club

The Parish Council was made aware 
that there had been incidents of dogs 
chasing birds on Fishbourne Beach. 
The beach is an important feeding 
ground for many birds some of which 
have flown thousands of miles in their 
winter migration to our shores. After 
discussion the Council in conjunction 
with Bird Aware Solent have erected a 
sign on the beach to help inform local 
people and encourage them to keep 
their dogs on a lead. Whenever there 
is change there are many ways of 
looking at it, the Council is interested 
to hear the views of all residents as 
this can help guide us in the future. I 
appreciate that Council meetings are 
usually rather dull until an important 
local issue arises but you can write 
or e-mail the Clerk at any time on any 
local issue. Your views are important 
so please do contact the Clerk making 
the Council aware of your opinion. 
In respect of the bird sign please do 
let us know your view. Clearly its 
even better if you read the agenda 
published each month and let us have 
your comments on any item before we 
make a decision but I appreciate that is 
probably a wish too far.

Malcolm Hector, Chairman

Your views are 
valued



February is a busy month in the 
natural world. The month begins 
with the wintering waterbirds busily 
feeding along the northern shores and 
estuaries of the Island, trying to keep 
themselves in peak condition as they 
prepare for their long journeys to their 
breeding grounds, some as far away 
as Siberia. 

Snowdrops and daffodils are 
synonymous with heralding spring 
and can be seen in carpets of 
flowers, especially in churchyards 
maintained sympathetically for nature 
like Newchurch as seen in Josie 
Luckermans lovely photo. Folklore 
considers the Snowdrop brings hope 
and purity while the white petals are 
said to represent the light of the winter 
sun.

On warm, sunny days overwintering 
adult Brimstone, Small Tortoiseshell, 
Comma, Red Admiral and Peacock 
butterflies will appear searching 
for nectar from some of the early 
flowering plants in gardens and the 
countryside before returning to their 
winter roost as the temperature 
drops at the end of the day. A Red 
Admiral was reported at Quarr on 12th 
January.

There was a surprising record of a 
Painted Lady in the Isle of Wight on 
5th January. Brading Marshes RSPB 
Reserve Assistant Warden Luke Gaskin 
photographed one on an ivy-covered 
ash tree in Centurions Copse. 

This is the third record for January 
for this species on the Island, and 
the second earliest, with the other 
two reports relating to individuals at 
Wheeler’s Bay, near Ventnor, on 6th 
January 2016 and 1st January 2013.

It is thought to have arrived from 
the continent as a result of the 
unseasonable strong warm winds from 
Africa which has also produced some 
immigrant moth species on the south 
coast of the Island.

February sees the start of the nesting 
season for some species of birds. 
The Mistle Thrush will have been 
heard singing since before Christmas, 
proclaiming his territory. It has earned 
the country name of stormcock as 
it has been observed singing in all 
weathers and uses windy days for its 

song to be carried longer distances in 
search of a mate and it is also thought 
that this gives the illusion of a bigger 
territory.

Look out for the Grey Heron at Quarr 
who will be repairing an old nest or 
building a new one, mainly in trees, 
during February and March with some 
early nesting birds in place by the end 
of February. Although they are mainly 
seen on our beaches and estuaries 
alone, Grey Heron are colonial birds 
who prefer to nest in close proximity 
to each other, with several pairs in a 
tree. 

Fishbourne and Wootton Bridge 
has recorded a small heronry since 
the first-ever heronries census 
in 1928, the longest-running bird 
census in the world. At that time, 
the heronry existed in Briddlesford 
Woods where the numbers fluctuated 
with a maximum of 18 occupied 
nests although there has not been 
a record at that site since 2012. 
The birds subsequently moved to 
Quarr, a behaviour not uncommon 
for Grey Heron to suddenly leave a 
longstanding site and move to a new 
one nearby. Numbers of occupied 
nests remain in single figures at Quarr 
with the largest heronry on the Island 
now in the Bembridge area.

I am one of several counters on the 
Island who cover the British Trust 
for Ornithology (BTO) heronries 
census each year. As BTO Regional 
Representative for the Island, I would 
be delighted to hear of any heron 
nests which you may encounter so we 
could add these to our survey. Please 
email me at wightbto@hotmail.com or 
phone 07528 586683. 

Enjoy the advent of spring in the 
countryside and let us hope we have 
some decent spring weather. Take care.

Jim Baldwin

Nature Notes
What to see this February

Painted Lady

Photo: Jim Baldwin

Photo: Luke Gaskin

Grey Heron showing breeding plumes at the back of the head

Newchurch Churchyard Photo: Josie Luckerman


