
Fishbourne Parish Council Meeting 10 February 2022 

IWALC Report  

1. IWALC’s Executive Committee met on 27 January via Zoom. At the meeting, 
members: 

• Agreed to write to the MP Bob Seely, in support of his call for a dedicated 
Roads Policing Unit on the Island. The letter has been sent, with copies to the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and the District Commander. 

• Approved the budget for the 2022/23 financial year. The precept will be 
increased by 3%. 

• Agreed to increase training fees for non-IWALC participants from £50 to £75 
per session for face-to-face courses and from £25 to £50 for those provided 
online. The increases, which are the first for many years, will come into effect 
on 1 April. 

• Considered a number of amendments to the Constitution. The draft will now 
be sent to NALC for comment, prior to approval at the AGM in July. 

• Renewed the contract of our Communications Officer, Jill Webster, for 
another two years. 
 

2. The next Topic Meeting will be at 7 pm on Thursday 24 February. The subject will 
be Affordable Housing. The purpose will be to explore ways in which local 
councils can work with the Isle of Wight Council to provide appropriate affordable 
housing for local people in their communities. It will be a face-to-face meeting 
with a number of speakers. Further details will be provided nearer the time. All 
councillors will be welcome to attend. 
 

3. Members of the Isle of Wight Council Cabinet will be holding regular monthly 
meetings with IWALC members, beginning next month. The meetings will be held 
online (at least initially) at 12.30 pm on the second Thursday of the month. They 
will be open to all councillors and staff of IWALC member councils. The first 
meeting will be on Thursday 9 March. Further details will be circulated nearer the 
time.  

 
4. The online meeting with Jackie Weaver, Chief Officer of the Cheshire Association 

of Local Councils, attracted 35 participants, including councillors and staff. The 
focus of her talk was the need to maintain high standards of behaviour in local 
councils. She emphasised the importance of good governance, including 
standing orders and codes of conduct, and of councillor training, but said there is 
also a need for stronger sanctions against perpetrators. She gave participants 
some hints about dealing with difficult situations, such as councils that are riven 
by rival factions (as was the case in Handforth) and councillors who bully 
colleagues or staff or use the council as a means of achieving their own personal 
or political ends. She also emphasised the need for councils to be representative 
of their communities and engage with them. She encouraged participants to find 
out what their residents want and adapt their activities (and if necessary increase 
their precepts) to meet these needs. And for residents, her advice was: ‘If your 
council doesn’t do this, don’t complain – get involved’!  

 



5. The long-postponed face-to-face Introduction to Planning training will be held on 
Wednesday 2 March from 6.00 to 7.30 pm in the Garfield Road Methodist Church 
in Ryde. The trainer will be Ryde Town Council’s Planning Officer, Chris Turvey. 
Bookings should be made through Lindsey.    

 
6. Provisional plans have been made with Southern Water for a visit to Sandown 

Pumping Station on Wednesday 2 March. Further details will be circulated nearer 
the time. If you would like to attend, please contact Jill Webster.  

 
7. The February issue of the IWALC Bulletin will be published early this week. You 

should have received a copy by the time of the meeting on Thursday. 
 

Diana Conyers 
6 February 2022 
 

 


