
Fishbourne Parish Council Meeting 10 March 2022 

IWALC Report 

By the time of the meeting, the March issue of the IWALC Bulletin will have been 
published. Most of the information in this report will also be published there.  

Topic Meeting 

February’s Topic Meeting, which was held on Thursday 24 February at the Riverside 
Centre, focused on Affordable Housing. The purpose of the meeting was to explore 
ways in which local councils can work with the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) and 
housing providers to increase the supply of affordable housing, focusing in particular 
on housing for local residents in local communities.  

The meeting was well attended. Representatives from 18 of IWALC’s 26 member 
councils were there, together with the Leader of the IWC, Cllr Lora Peacey-Wilcox, 
the Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Housing, Cllr Ian Stephens, and the 
Cabinet Member for Planning, Paul Fuller.  

The Leader and Deputy Leader emphasised their administration’s support for 
increasing the supply of affordable housing in general and rented housing in 
particular. They pointed out that the 2022/23 budget, which had been approved the 
previous evening, included £40 million for housing.  

Participants heard presentations from four speakers. The first was IWC’s Strategic 
Manager for Housing and Homelessness, Jamie Brenchley, who highlighted the 
extent of the housing problem on the Island. John Prickett, the Council’s Community-
Led Housing Officer, then explained how local community groups, including local 
councils, can get technical and financial assistance to establish their own housing 
schemes.  

The third speaker was Martyn Pearl, Chief Executive of Vectis Housing, the only one 
of the Island’s three main housing associations that is locally based. He described 
how Vectis works with local communities to provide the sort of housing they need. 
Finally, Peter Griffiths, Director of Capture Housing, a new affordable housing 
provider, briefed participants on Capture Housing’s projects. He said that it’s 
possible for private developers to provide more than the statutory minimum number 
of affordable homes if they can get land at the right price and urged local councils to 
negotiate with the developers on this and other concerns.   

There followed a lively discussion, in which local councillors expressed their wish to 
have more say in all aspects of housing development, from the assessment of need 
and identification of sites to the design of developments and allocation of properties. 
IWC representatives assured them that this was their intention. It was agreed that, in 
order to meet the enormous housing challenge, everyone needs to work together.  

Follow-Up from Community Resilience Workshop 



The Community Resilience Workshop, organised by IWALC in conjunction with 
Community Action IW and the IWC, continues to bear fruit. For example: 

• The tender for the IWC’s new Living Well and Early Help Service has been won 
by a consortium of local organisations, led by Aspire Ryde and including West 
Wight Sports and Community Centre, Ventnor Town Council and Pan Together. 
The service, which will be launched next month, will build on the community 
partnerships set up in many areas during the height of the Covid pandemic. The 
aim will be to establish semi-autonomous community hubs, providing a range of 
support services, throughout the Island. Local councils will have a vital role to 
play in this programme. 
  

• Kirk Millis-Ward, the NHS Trust’s Director of Communications and Engagement, 
who attended the Workshop, has requested an opportunity to come to a future 
IWALC meeting, to introduce the Trust’s new Chief Executive and to get our 
views on health and care needs as part of a review of the IW Health and Care 
Plan.  We are liaising with them to set a date for this, with a view to possibly 
combining it with a presentation on the new Living Well and Early Help Service.  
 

• Mike Bulpitt, Community Action’s Chief Executive, Trevor Nicholas, Chief 
Executive of Aspire and I have been invited to join Ian Lloyd, the IWC’s Strategic 
Manager Partnerships and Support Services in Adult Social Care, at a workshop 
on community resilience in Romsey on 18 March. The workshop will be attended 
by local councils and community organisations from across Hampshire. It will be 
an opportunity for us to publicise what we are doing on the Isle of Wight.  

Training 

On 2 March IWALC held a face-to-face Introduction to Planning course. This event 
should have been held last September but had to be cancelled at the last minute due 
to Covid. The course was held in Ryde in conjunction with Ryde Town Council. 
Unfortunately, health issues once again upset it, in that the presenter, Ryde Town 
Council’s Planning Clerk Chris Turvey, was taken ill the day before. However, rather 
than cancel it yet again, I stepped in and led the session. I had helped Chris prepare 
the presentation. There were 23 participants and the feedback was good.  

The next course will be a face-to-face session on Code of Conduct by Sue Chilton, 
East Cowes Town Clerk and our principle local trainer, in April. Details will be 
circulated nearer the time.   

Visit to Southern Water’s Sandown Waste Treatment Works 

Also on 2 March, 17 councillors visited the Sandown Waste Treatment Works. 
Southern Water will be organising further visits if anyone else wants to visit. 

Diana Conyers 


