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2022 marks a significant anniversary 
in the history of Quarr Abbey. One 
hundred years ago the monks of 
St. Pierre of Solesmes left Quarr to 
return to their own home in France. 
It seems extraordinary that they built 
such an extraordinary Abbey for a 
temporary exile. But they established 
a small group of monks to maintain 
monastic life on the Isle of Wight 
after their departure. This became 
the present community of Quarr. 
The monastery was a permanent 
achievement and even today plays a 
large role in shaping the everyday life 
of the community; it reminds us of 
our story, the story which tells us who 
we are.

It is never enough to be thankful 
for a gift like our monastery. The 
work to maintain it is ongoing and 
continuous. Work on the rooves 
of the side chapels has now been 
completed, and a series of windows 
on the south side of the choir has 
been restored. The Recovery Fund 
was generous in support of this 
project. In addition, another work of 
restoration, indeed of transformation, 
has been effected in Quarr Abbey 
Farmhouse, the dwelling built onto 
the medieval Abbey ruins in the 
eighteenth century. The Farmhouse 
is now available for holiday letting 
and can be viewed on the Abbey 
Facebook page.

While we can take encouragement 
from work being successfully 
completed, we cannot forget our 
responsibility for the future of the 
community. We can be grateful to 
God that even here we have signs 
of hope. Br. Matthew who entered 
the community last March, has now 
been clothed in the monastic habit. 
Br. David, who was on prolonged trial 
with us from another monastery, has 
now formally joined our community. 
And Archbishop Emeritus Robert Le 
Gall has retired to Quarr from his 
diocese of Toulouse in France. He was 
Abbot Xavier’s Abbot at Kergonan 
in Brittany and is well known to the 
community having visited Quarr over 
fifty eight years.

Any hope for the future though 
is challenged by the horror of 
contemporary events in Ukraine. At 
Quarr we have, like so many, felt 
overwhelmed by the magnitude 
of the human catastrophe. We 
take refuge in prayer, confident in 
the mercy of God, but we wonder 
whether we should do more; offer 
hospitality to victims of war perhaps. 
Yet it is not easy. We have received 
refugees before even though so 
many of our rooms are unsuitable. 
And most of those we have received 
have found a Catholic Christian 
environment off-putting, even 
offensive. We continue to seek God’s 
will.

Past, present and future; in the flow 
of time we find the Easter mystery 
which shapes all Christian life. 
At every Easter we recall Christ’s 
past death and resurrection, we 
share in his present, ongoing and 
indestructible life, and we look 
forward with hope to his future 
return in glory, and the fulfilment of 
all the deepest desires of the human 
heart. The Easter faith is for the most 
testing of times.

Br Duncan Smith

Past, present and futureEditorial
As winter recedes and spring has well 
and truly sprung, there is a natural urge 
to enjoy the hope that is in the air with 
nature’s flora and fauna flourishing all 
around us, despite the terrible events 
happening around the world. The 
dreadful suffering being experienced, 
both near and far is ever present and 
the anxiety it generates is palpable. Our 
community and the support we offer 
each other is more important than ever 
at this difficult time. We instinctively feel 
the need to do something.

In this Summer edition of the Newsletter, 
along with our usual updates, we are 
focusing on our amazing community, 
local responses to the desperate 
situation in Ukraine, and events that are 
happening in the Parish that can help 
cement the resilience that already exists.

Look out for details of our new monthly 
coffee and information morning, to be 
held at the RVYC on the first Thursday 
of the month. Don’t stay at home and 
worry. Come and see what can be done 
to help. There is also information about 
new walking groups you can join in this 
edition. 

The Queen’s Diamond jubilee celebra-
tions are taking place in various parts of 
Fishbourne between 2nd and 5th June. 
Details of some are advertised in this 
newsletter. We would urge you to find 
out where the nearest is to you and join 
in.

If you missed the highly successful 
Spring ‘Spruce up’ day, be sure to join 
us in September. A great way to meet 
new people and make friends whilst 
keeping Fishbourne looking at its best.

The ‘Little Library’ halfway along 
Fishbourne Lane, is proving very 
popular, so much so that we desperately 
need more books, especially children’s 
books. If you have some to donate, 
please add them to the collection. Thank 
you so much.

Many visitors to Fishbourne have 
commented on the sense of community 
and the welcome they have found. This 
is down to the residents, and this needs 
to be nurtured and celebrated. Let’s try 
to ensure that no one feels isolated or 
alone in our wonderful Parish.

Sarah Talbot



When we said let’s organise a fund-
raising event for Ukraine a few 
weeks ago, we had no idea how 
it would turn out. However, RVYC 
was at its best with an event which 
blew everyone out of the water, with 
flags and beautiful table settings 
and decorations, using the colours 
of Ukraine we’ve all become familiar 
with.

The House team worked their socks 
off to bring about the event. From 
getting raffle prizes and items to 
auction, to agreeing the right menu, to 
encouraging people to attend, to doing 
at least eight(!) versions of table plans, 
to selling raffle  tickets on the night.

Wootton resident, Daniel Williams, 
who lives in Ukraine, was contacted 
for advice on how best to fundraise, 
what to raise money for and how to 
ensure it gets to the right people, 
in the right place, at the right time. 
Daniel had a great knowledge base 
and was extremely helpful to us in 
deciding how we can best support the 
humanitarian relief effort.

For those of you who don’t know 
Daniel, you may have followed his 
video diaries on TV as he, Tania and 
baby Sophia endeavoured to leave 
their home and make the perilous 
journey across Ukraine, firstly to Kyiv 
and Lviv and then across the border 
into Poland. Since making it back to 
the Island, Dan has also made trips 
back to Eastern Europe with aid relief. 
We were delighted that Dan and Tania 
were able to join us for the evening.

A delicious Ukrainian-themed 
meal was followed by an auction, 
presided over by Howard Knowles, 
who encouraged sometimes slightly 

reluctant bidding – although there 
was no reluctance to bid for the Isle 
of Wight Distillery items! The auction 
was followed by the raffle draw. 

We were hugely grateful for all the 
prizes and items donated both for the 
auction and raffle. Such generosity 
was quite humbling – the situation in 
Ukraine has certainly touched people’s 
hearts in a way not seen for a long 
time.

The total raised from the evening was 
over £3,000!!!! Way, way above what 
we hoped for. This sum has now risen 
to over £4,000, thanks to members’ 
donations and the proceeds from the 
club’s Easter duck race.

Dan and his wife, Tania, spoke at 
the end of the evening and said how 
stunned and touched they were at 
the amount raised. Their words were 
eloquent and emotional and were a 
reminder (if we needed one), of the 
reason we were all there.  

Royal Victoria Yacht Club

Tania’s words were very heartfelt, 
obviously, and we were all affected by 
her situation and how difficult a time 
this was for her and her family, still in 
Ukraine. As so much money had been 
raised, Dan felt it should go towards 
a specific item and he suggested 
pooling this money with other funds 
to purchase an ambulance for the 
children’s hospital in Kyiv. This will be 
a lasting legacy for the club and also 
cement the Isle of Wight’s and RVYC’s 
ties with Ukraine.

So, thank you to all the wonderful 
RVYC members (and their guests), 
who supported the event, both with 
time and money.  A great example 
of how wonderful our club and its 
members are.

A week later it was Easter and with 
superb weather forecast (for once!), 
the club was thronged with members 
and visiting boaters. The annual Easter 
duck race attracted a very large crowd 
and the owners of the winning ducks 
were presented with Easter eggs. 
The race raised £450 which has been 
added to the club’s Ukraine funds. A 
BBQ followed in the lovely sunshine 
– we even ran out of food!

Easter Sunday saw a great turnout 
of boats for racing, including for the 
first time a novice fleet of cadets who 
were coached around the course. (It is 
hoped this will be a monthly event to 
help our younger members get used to 
racing their boats.)

Coming up, the club is hosting the first 
event of this year’s Island Youth and 
Junior dinghy championships at the 
end of May, followed by the Jubilee 
long weekend, with a special regatta 
on the Saturday, kindly sponsored by 
Mermaid gin. On Sunday, the club is 
hosting a Big Jubilee Lunch.  

This is the first time in two years 
that the club has been able to run its 
usual programme of on-the-water 



Clerk’s Corner
So here we are, Christmas is a distant 
memory and Easter may well have 
come and gone by the time you read 
this. Having now been Fishbourne 
Parish Clerk for 3 months, I feel I am 
slowly getting to grips with the job. I 
have met some of you at the parish 
surgery (every Tuesday 9.30–10.00am), 
some at the monthly parish meeting 
(2nd Thursday of the month 6.30pm), 
both at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 
and others whilst updating the parish 
noticeboards! Thank you all for 
welcoming me so warmly.

A majority of my time over my first 
few months has been taken up with 
familiarising myself with the various 
Wightlink concerns. Lights, traffic and 
the “bang, bang” noise! These issues 
have been ongoing for quite some 
time and are not yet resolved but 
please be assured that I am keeping 
the pressure on both Wightlink and 
Isle of Wight Council. 

■   An enforcement complaint was 
lodged with the IoW Enforcement 
Team in February with regards to the 
traffic build up on Fishbourne Lane 
and has been allocated to a Senior 
Enforcement Officer. 

■   I am still waiting for an update 
from Wightlink with regards to 
progress following a meeting in 
January between Wightlink and 
Fishbourne residents regarding the 
light pollution. 

■   Despite work being carried out in 
early March on both the Fishbourne 
terminal and the Victoria of Wight, it 
seems that the bang, bang noise is 
still audible. We are currently waiting 
for a further visit from Daniel Power, a 
Regulatory Officer from IoW Council to 
measure the noise levels.

I am pleased to confirm that we 
received support from our local IoW 
Cllr, Ian Dore with regards to the 
proposed parking restrictions on 
the Lower Green. The TRO has been 
submitted as part of the informal TRO 
consultation process but, as yet no 
public consultation date has been set.

Some of you may have noticed that 
we were successful in getting the 
Fishbourne sea wall repaired last 
month. Unfortunately, the repair does 
not seem to have lasted very long and 
the hole has opened up again. The 
Highways and Coastal Inspector visited 
the site on 11th April and has asked the 
contractor to make further repairs. 

As this is my first “Clerks Corner”, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
remind you about various bits and 
pieces that you might be interested in.

Firstly, I would draw your attention 
to the Parish website www.
fishbourneiow.org.uk. This was 
created over 10 years ago with the 
assistance of grant funding through 
the IW Community Action. This was on 
the understanding that it was not for 
the exclusive use of the Parish Council 
but designed to be used as a vehicle 
for all Parish information. Having said 
this most of the contents are Council 
related but it does carry all the back 
issues of the Parish Newsletter and 
several links to websites of interest 
and details of local businesses. The 
Agendas for Council meetings are 
published every month and archived. 
Minutes of previous meetings can 
also be found. The website obviously 
contains much more than just the 
accounts and minutes and it is also 
your website. If you have an event to 
publicise, please let me know. 

Did you know that Fishbourne Parish 
Council also have a Facebook page? 
We only have 23 people following our 
Facebook page at the moment but if 
you are interested, search “Fishbourne 
IW Parish Council”.

Finally, this newsletter will probably 
drop thought your letter box at 
the same time as your Council Tax 
notification from the Isle of Wight 
Council. I am pleased to advise you 
that, despite increasing costs in 
general, your Council has been able to 
keep the precept the same as last year.

I hope to be able to meet more 
of you over the next few months 
as we move into the summer and 
please feel free to contact me on 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com if you 
have any questions, comments or 
concerns and I will do my best to help.

Lindsey

and social events and the atmosphere 
is positive and the club is thriving.  
Don’t forget that you can hire the club 
for your own party or event. Please 
contact office@rvyc.org.uk for more 
information.

Helen Vrba 
Vice-Commodore 

vicecommodore@rvyc.org.uk

The Royal Victoria Yacht Club is 
looking to appoint a part-time 
administrator. The ideal candidate 
will be cheerful, outgoing and 
efficient and be confident in dealing 
with a wide range of enquiries from 
members and visitors. A knowledge 
of, or interest in, boating would be 
helpful but not necessary. Hours 
may vary at different times of the 
year.

You’ll need to demonstrate that you:

■  Have previous office 
administration experience, including 
all Microsoft Office programmes 
(this is essential)

■  Have some experience of 
bookkeeping and finance systems

■  Have experience of working with 
a membership database

■  Are self-motivated and the ability 
to prioritise workloads effectively 
using your own initiative

■  Have excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills, including 
effective writing skills

■  Are organised and have the 
ability to multitask

■  Be flexible and confident

■  Good teamwork and problem-
solving skills

RVYC is a friendly, family sailing 
club, in an enviable location at the 
mouth of Wootton Creek. We have 
a long and distinguished history 
going back to 1845 and continue to 
thrive in all our activities, on and 
off the water. Due to our location, it 
would be helpful if you have your 
own transport.

If this role is something that 
appeals to you, please send 
your current CV, together with a 
covering letter stating why you’re 
interested in this position,  to 
Helen Vrba, Vice-Commodore, 
vicecommodore@rvyc.org.uk.

Part Time Administrator



Another busy year for the Parish 
Council. We reviewed 17 planning 
applications and commented as we 
thought appropriate. In May Diana 
Conyers was co-opted onto the 
Council and has made a significant 
contribution. We returned to face-
to-face meetings with appropriate 
precautions.

We managed to purchase the 
telephone Box from BT and this is 
now a mini library and is well used.  
Thanks must go to Nigel Talbot who 
did much of the conversion work to 
make this redundant phone box into a 
community asset.

A small dinghy appeared on the lower 
green. The clerk placed appropriate 
notes on the dinghy to establish 
ownership without success. The 
dinghy was moved to safe keeping 
and is being treated as a community 
asset and will be leased to the RVYC at 
a token rent.

We are keen to improve the junction 
of Firestone Copse Road (FCR) and 
Kite Hill. We applied to the Council to 
purchase the two grass areas on each 
side of Firestone Copse Road but our 
application was rejected. However, 
the Christmas Tree remains and we 
arranged to have a planter placed on 
the other side of FCR. We are keen 
to improve the foot paths to make 
crossing FCR less dangerous, but 
dealing with Island Roads on these 
issues is like trying to walk through 
quicksand.

In September Maxine, our Parish Clerk, 
headed up a spruce-up day which 
removed a considerable amount of 
roadside rubbish. We had a follow up 
event at the beginning of this month 
(April) and the amount of rubbish 
collected was very much less.

Parking in the Parish is still under 
consideration, much delayed by covid 
and by the process of considering our 
application. I am hopeful that it will 
come to a successful conclusion in 
2022. We also had an issue with the 
width restriction posts on the oak tree 
green. The posts were moved closer 
together in an attempt to prevent 
lorries running over the stones and 
spoiling the grass. After some debate 

Island Roads have repositioned the 
posts and hopefully this issue is now 
resolved.

Speeding on Kite Hill and other areas 
has been raised by residents (and 
was the No.1 issue from our survey).  
We did seek some volunteers for a 
community Speed Watch Team but we 
were unable to get enough to form a 
workable team so we have to rely on 
the police to put in place measures to 
prevent speeding.

As mentioned above we arranged a 
survey of residents and thank you for 
all the contributions. From the results 
we identified the items that are in the 
control of (or can be influenced by) 
the Parish Council and are working on 
these.

As in every year Wightlink have been 
a main subject. Three main areas 
– lights, traffic in Fishbourne Lane and 
noise from the ferries. In January the 
PC arranged a meeting with Wightlink 
to discuss light pollution and I think its 
fair to say that the Wightlink managers 
were surprised by the light pollution. 
I understand that in the current year’s 
capital spending the lights will be 
altered to focus the light downwards 
(as Island Roads have installed) so we 
seem to have made progress on this 
front.

There was considerable banging from 
Victoria of Wight after its collision with 
the pier at Fishbourne in July. (Known 
as the bang-bang issue).  Since then, 
the ship has undergone a refit and the 
matter resolved, however there still 
appears to be a problem at certain 
states of the tide. The IWC noise officer 
will attend and take more readings.  
The Council are grateful for the work 
carried out by this department.

However, on the issue of traffic in 
Fishbourne Lane we are not making 
much progress. We have been 
promised that two booths will be 
opened as soon as a queue starts 
but we are concerned that this may 
not happen in a timely manner. We 
are grateful to the resident who 
has recorded these traffic issues.  
However, which-ever way we turn 
we meet obstruction and delay.  
There appears to be little appetite 
by the Island Council to engage with 
Wightlink on the matter. The coming 
summer will demonstrate just how 
much effort Wightlink have put into 
resolving the issue.

We have commissioned some more 
interpretation Boards on the beach the 
north easterly side of the Boat House 
to try and educate people on the 
necessity to keep their dogs on a lead 
so they don’t upset the birds feeding at 

low tide, particularly in the spring and 
autumn.

Maxine resigned as Clerk in the 
autumn and Lindsey was appointed on 
23 December as Parish Clerk. Maxine 
was the best Clerk I have worked 
with, polite, quiet, efficient, very 
knowledgeable of all the rules and 
gently persistent. Her appointment 
in 2019 made a big difference to 
the Parish Council and Lindsey has 
a hard act to follow, however he is 
also efficient, approachable, willing 
and a fast learner, so we are indeed 
fortunate.

I would also like to thank all the 
Councillors for their input during the 
past year. Its only by working together 
that we can facilitate change, and we 
do have the power to change some 
aspects of life in the Parish. Following 
the survey, we intend to work on 
looking after the elderly and trying to 
combat loneliness, two of the issues 
highlighted in the recent survey.

Malcolm Hector 
Chairman, Fishbourne Parish Council

Fishbourne 
Parish Council 
Chairman’s 
Annual Report 
2021/2022

For readers who are mesmerised 
by tales of China and its traditional 
practices, this book is a must. It tells 
the story of the spirited and beautiful 
Chao-tsing, who has her feet bound 
at the age of five in preparation for 
marriage at the age of 14. She escapes 
from her eventual marriage as fourth 
wife to an abusive silk merchant by 
literally piggy backing her way to 
Shanghai and reinventing herself as 
a prostitute named May. She applies 
herself to learning European languages 
and seeking a non Chinese husband, 
rejecting any contact with Chinese 
suitors. She eventually marries an 
Australian, Arthur Cohen, who falls 
under the spell of her tiny damaged feet. 
The book then charts their lives together 
and their interactions with Arthur’s 
family.

Kathryn Harrison has achieved a novel 
of fascinating contrasts and clashes of 
culture. Survival takes extraordinary 
determination and strength of character 
and May becomes a formidable woman 
without a shred of self pity. There is 
cruelty and suffering, but triumph too 
– a beautifully crafted tale and one 
which I would heartily recommend.

From the 
Parish 
Book Box
The Binding 
Chair by Kathryn 
Harrison



more, I might be had up for sheep 
napping – though reckoned that 
actually I was the nappee.

I creaked into first gear, though had 
a few indelicate problems groping 
for second, then we juddered along 
until at last, success, I found the 
farm, and was greeted by farm hands 
who rolled around cracking up with 
laughter. My ovine inamorata smartly 
hopped out looking smug and gave 
me a fleeting conspiratorial smirk. 
And suddenly light dawned. I’d been 
stitched up;  rolled up hook, line and 
sinker. She’d organised the whole 
caper, had made the Great Escape, 
had slipped the gate with the whole 
flock, lambs and all, but discovered the 
grass wasn’t actually greener beyond 
the farm, and hated the mud and rain. 
Disillusioned, she didn’t actually need 
a 5 minute kip in my car, but wanted 
home – and wanted transport. I’d been 
manipulated, hoofered, out smarted 
by a smiley 200 lb. bundle of fur. How 
embarrassing was that?    

Seething, I fled, miffed, dischevelled 
and enveloped in a distinct whiff of 
eau de mouton, needing tranquillity, 
affluence, elegance. But in the stately 
home milieu, I struck an unsavoury 
note, so scrubbed away the sheepy 
niff,  the sticky lickiness and greasy 
bits of wool, and luxuriated in soapy 
country house fragrance. Emerged 
de-sheeped, super sparkly, meet and 
greet face plastered on, ready for the 
fray. Forget Machiavellian sheep and 
concentrate on guiding a coachload 
of enthusiastic American tourists,  
give them a flavour of the old English 
magic that a centuries old house 
imbues and bring to life the splendour, 
parties, balls, the skulduggery and 
derring do and tales of those families 
that lived there so long ago.

Jane Pearson

It was a horrendous day, gusty winds, 
sleeting rain, and mud everywhere. 
I’d decanted my carload of exuberant 
shouty small boys at school, then 
headed off to work as a guide, slightly 
anxious. What if I skid? Or break 
down? Are high gears good, low gears 
bad? What if trees collapse, old ladies 
with dodgy brollies galumph across 
roads, livestock could be on the loose, 
even maybe a sheep with a glint in its 
eye and a hijacking game plan.

It was the sheep which scuppered 
me.    Determined to hitch a lift and 
trapping me with its sneaky guerrilla 
tactics. Not funny. Have you tried to 
heave a sheep out of your car? They’re 
seriously heavy, floppy, uncooperative.   
Imagine one snuggled into your lap, 
stertorously breathing into your left 

ear, when you’re trying to get to work?  

I’d driven gingerly round a sharp bend, 
then suddenly saw a dozen soaked 
sheep wallowing around in thick mud, 
inviting disaster. I nipped out to shoo 
them back into their field, but stupidly 
left my car door ajar. When I got back, 
there, basking, happy as Larry and 
with big happy woolly smile, was a 
large furry sheep who’d somehow 
sneaked into the driving seat. Hadn’t 
seen that one coming.

I heaved, pulled and yanked, mustered 
up choice swear words, zilch. It just 
baaed benignly and rolled its eyes. 
Get out, you great lump I said, tugging 
and panicking – hopeless, so I changed 
tack. I must jolt it out of the driving 
seat; try and ditch it. I’ll push not pull, 
I thought. That’ll fix it. So shoved, 
tried to roll it over, but it just sagged 
there smirking, rubbing my face and 
snuffling. I could tell, really tell it was 
laughing.

My feet slipped, I toppled forward and 
slammed my face into a wodge of wet 
greasy wool. Yukky. ‘Baaa’ said the 
sheep lovingly, snuggling closer. Help, 
I thought, she’s going to wrap me 
up and cuddle me. Then unexpected 
capitulation, and I managed to bundle 
most of it onto the passenger seat, 
and leapt in. It sighed, tucked its 
front legs on my lap, its head on my 
shoulder, gazed soulfully into my eyes 
and burped. Double yuk. What had 
it had for breakfast. Touch too much 
chloryphill I thought. Shove off, I said, 
pushing. It shifted, but just sagged 
there smirking and murmuring soft 
baas, licked my left ear and whuffled 
happily.

I’d got to dump it. I couldn’t arrive 
at my job at a stately home whilst 
chauffeuring a dirty old sheep with 
a warped sense of humour. What’s 

Sheepy 
shenanigans

SCAMS they can be forwarded to 7726 
where the information will be gathered 
as intelligence into scams.

■   Another reminder about calls from 
domestic insurance providers. These 
are prolific and persistent – do not 
engage with them and don’t agree to 
take any insurance. These insurances 
generally aren’t worth the paper 
they’re written on and once you have 
signed up they will keep ringing. These 
cover items such as white goods, tv’s, 
Sky and drainage and all operate in 
the same way. We recently heard of a 
victim who had over 40 direct debits 
on his account to these insurances!

 ■   The scammers are still trying to 
use Covid to their advantage and try 
to trick us into parting with money – A 
couple of texts have been reported, 
one stating that your Covid Pass is 
available and tells you to click a link 
to apply. You can obtain your Covid 
Pass through the NHS App or by 
calling 119. The other states that you 
have been in contact with someone 
who has Covid and you need to buy 
a test followed by a link, allegedly to 
the NHS. There is no longer a test and 
trace process – nobody would know if 
you had covid or had been in contact 
with somebody who did. These are 

■   We have been contacted by a 
resident who had a couple of men at 
his door this week asking to buy his 
motor home – which they said they 
believed was for sale. These weren’t 
islanders and were travelling around in 
a white pick up. Their approach would 
be to try to negotiate a silly price or 
pay a deposit and drive the motor 
home away and you would never see 
it or the money again. DO NOT engage 
with anyone on the doorstep.

Sally, stay safe

A couple of warnings from Trading 
Standards this week

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by 16th July at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com



I met Victoria in 2012 when she came 
to me (I ran a small accountancy 
practice) seeking advice on how 
to form a charity. She wanted to 
transport wheelchairs that St. Marys 
hospital considered no longer fit for 
purpose, back to her own country 
(Moldova) for use by disabled children 
who were confined to their rooms.

I endeavoured to give her sufficient 
information to form a charitable 
company and register it at Companies 
House and with the Charity 
Commission. A few weeks later she 
organised a charity ball at Lakeside 
and I applied for tickets but was told 
they had sold out. Then out of the blue 
two weeks ago, I went to a charity 
concert at Riverside and there, on the 
Madaid desk I recognised Victoria.  
She was raising money to help 
refugees from Ukraine. I went to say 
hello and she did actually remember 
me! We had a chat and she gave me a 
copy of her book ‘Get Mad’.

From our conversation I discovered 
that she had opened a day centre in 
Moldova for disabled children and was 
using this centre to house 32 refugees 
from Ukraine. She had indeed 
managed to get the wheelchairs to 
Moldova and beds and many other 
necessities for hospitals and the 
care of disabled children.  Moldova 
is a very poor country, the poorest 
in Europe. It has very fertile soil and 
many of the population work on the 

land and grow their own fruit and 
vegetables.

Victoria’s father died before she was 
born. Her mother brought her up, and 
her elder brother worked in Russia to 
help subsidize his sister’s education. 
Victoria worked very hard at school 
and was always top of the class. She 
went on to university and studied 
Chemistry as she could not afford 
the fees for medicine, her 1st choice. 
Whilst at university she worked to pay 
her way, along with the continued 
support of her brother. In her third 
year she was one of four students 
with very good results to be given 
the opportunity to come to England, 
which she jumped at. She worked on a 
farm outside Brighton. She then went 
back to university and completed her 
finals and was offered another chance 
to work in the UK and was sent to 
Arreton to work on a tomato farm.

One evening she and some friends 
went to a barbeque and she met John 
Dunford, a local lad from the Island. 
They married, she got a job in the 
NHS, and with John’s support, decided 
to try to make a difference to the 
lives of disabled children in Moldova 
– hence our meeting. Having provided 
children with wheelchairs she could 
see more must be done and eventually 
convinced the authorities in Moldova 
to sell her a small, disused, run down, 
Russian built hospital. In six months, 
she and her supporters had turned 

Victoria Dunsford BEM

this into a day centre for disabled 
children so they could escape their 4 
walls. Since its opening, over 1,800 
Moldovan children have benefited 
from her work.

Now she is attempting to open a 
day centre for the elderly, another 
neglected part of Moldovan society. 
To achieve all this in ten years – whist 
working full time in the NHS and 
in care homes is truly remarkable.  
This was recognised by the Queen 
and many advisors who, in 2017 
awarded Victoria the British Empire 
Medal – the highest recognition a 
non-British person can receive. This 
made headlines in the Moldovan 
newspapers. I only discovered all this 
after that chance meeting a couple of 
weeks ago.

I have placed a copy of her book in the 
Little Library.

Victoria is a truly outstanding and 
inspiring woman. 

Malcolm Hector

(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

The new Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt 
Revd Dr Jonathan Frost was installed 
and welcomed at services held in the 
Cathedral and on the Isle of Wight 
over the weekend of the12th and 13th 
March. We were delighted that he 
visited us at Holy Cross just two weeks 
later, on 29th March, as part of his 
‘meet the Bishop’ tour of the diocese.  
Bishop Jonathan previously served 
as Bishop of Southampton, before 
going to be Dean of York Minster. 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

During his visit to Binstead, he was 
asked about how soon we might have 
a new priest to fill the vacancy left 
when Revd Veronica Brown moved to 
a new parish nearly two years ago. His 
response, after so short a time in post, 
was understandably non-committal 
but he promised that he had heard 
the question and our hopes and future 
plans are on his ‘to-do’ list.

At last, the new window commissioned 
after its predecessor was destroyed 
by vandalism has been installed in the 
church. So as to retain the light shining 
onto the altar since the former coloured 
window was removed, the new window 
is an etching on clear glass.  It has 
been designed and created by Tracy 
Shepherd, one of this country’s leading 
glass engravers.  Photographing an 
etching is not as easy as coloured glass 
but below are pictures of the window 
from both outside and inside the 
church. To view the window properly, 
do come and see it for yourself. Revd 
Veronica kindly returned to dedicate 
it for us on 11th April. This is the final 

step in repairing and replacing the win-
dows sadly damaged three years ago. 

Following the celebrations at Easter, 
we are looking forward to celebrating 
again over the weekend of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, when there will be a 
flower festival and tea party. Do consult 
our website (www.holycrossbinstead.
org.uk) for full details of all the services 
and social events taking place in the 
church over the coming weeks – but 
beware because the website is being 
re-designed and you may get some 
strange results whilst the new site is 
under construction!! 

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton) 



Lives are crying because it’s not clean

Earth is dying because it’s not green

Earth is our dear mother don’t pollute 
it

She gives us food and shelter just 
salute it

With global warming we are under 
threat

Let’s save the earth then have nothing 
to regret

With trees and animals, it’s in sorrow

Make a green today and a green 
tomorrow

Grow more trees make mother earth 
green

Reduce pollution and make her a 
queen

To show respect for all living things

To be grateful for what all this earth 
brings

We have but one home a land for all

For each living thing that flies walks 
and crawls

We have to learn to share to care

It’s time to stop the horror come on its 
only fair!

Katie Andrews (14) 

We are next meeting 
at Quarr Abbey at 
10.30am on Thursday 
21 April. The book under discussion is 
Illyrian Spring by Ann Bridge. Do come 
and join us for a cup of coffee and an 
enjoyable discussion. 

Contact details: 
cherylfontana1959@gmail.com  or 
07910849302.

Fishbourne 
Book 
Group

IWALC is a membership organisation 
that supports and promotes the 
interests of the Island’s local parish, 
town and community councils. 
Twenty-eight of the Island’s 33 local 
councils belong to IWALC. Fishbourne 
Parish Council is a member and one 
of our councillors, Diana Conyers, is 
currently the IWALC Chair. 

IWALC’s activities include training 
of councillors, liaison with the Isle 
of Wight Council, representation 
on a number of Island-wide bodies 
and the organisation of meetings 
and workshops on topics of interest 
to local councils. Over the last year, 
meetings have been held on the draft 
Island Planning Strategy, Community 
Resilience, issues related to Island 
Roads, and Affordable Housing. 

Recent training activities have 
included an online meeting with Jackie 
Weaver, the local government officer 
who become famous following her 
appearance in the video of a meeting 
of Handforth Parish Council! Jackie 
spoke about the importance of good 
conduct in local council meetings.

IWALC produces a monthly online 
Bulletin, which includes news items 
from individual local councils and 
other organisations. It is widely 

circulated on the Island and elsewhere 
and has recently received acclaim from 
several local government specialists. 

IWALC is affiliated to the National 
Association of Local Councils, which 
represents the interests of local 
councils throughout the country. NALC 
provides training, legal advice and 
other forms of support for member 
councils. 

Further information, including copies 
of the monthly Bulletin, is available on 
the IWALC website http://www.iwalc.
org/ 

Isle of Wight Association of Local 
Councils (IWALC)

A Green World?



Spring is my favourite season of the 
year. The woodlands are alive with 
birdsong and carpets of flowers are 
taking full advantage of the light 
before the leaves on the trees have 
opened.

By the time you read this newsletter, 
the majority of our summer migrant 
birds should be back with us. The 
first week of May generally sees the 
Island’s breeding Swift population 
return from Africa.  

Swifts are amazing birds. When our 
breeding birds return to their nest 
site in a crevice under the eaves of a 
building or in a specially adapted Swift 
nest box, it will be the first time they 
have touched land since they left their 
nest site in July/August last year. They 
feed on the wing on airborne insects 
and spiders. They even sleep on the 
wing! Swifts do not tend to breed 
until they are 2-3 years old and remain 
airborne throughout this period. As the 
average age of a Swift is thought to be 
around eight years old, they will cover 
approximately 150,000 miles between 
the UK and Africa.

Unfortunately, our Swifts are a Red-
listed species as we have lost around 
65% of our breeding population during 

the last 25 years. This is principally 
due to a lack of breeding sites. 
Maintenance of our properties with 
replacement UPVC soffits and fascia 
means that the Swift can no longer 
access under the eaves for its nest site. 

Householders are being urged to 
consider having a Swift nest box 
installed to try and reverse this decline.

Unlike other birds, due to their lifestyle, 
you do not get mess underneath 
the boxes. We currently have an 
arrangement with the Hampshire 
Swifts group that they can provide and 
install a nest box for £40. If you would 
like further details, please email me at 
wightbto@hotmail.com

May is also when a lot of our species 
of dragonflies and damselflies emerge 
from ponds. The first damselfly species 
seen is the Large Red Damselfly with 
the first reports normally during the 
first two weeks of April. The first 
species of dragonfly is the Broad-
bodied Chaser which normally emerge 
towards the end of April and early 
May. Both of these species can be seen 
at a garden pond while another species 

of dragonfly, the Hairy Dragonfly, 
can often be seen in early May in the 
Briddlesford parklands area where 
there is a large pond.

As the County Dragonfly Recorder, 
I would welcome any sightings of 
dragonflies and damselflies, ideally 
with a photograph if possible. My 
email address for the sightings is 
wightdragonflies@gmail.com. I am 
also happy to assist with identification 
or provide training to learn more 
about dragonflies and damselflies.

This is also the time of year when 
butterflies are being seen in good 
numbers and varieties of species. 
Butterfly Conservation Hampshire 
& Isle of Wight Branch produce an 
annual report of the butterflies seen 
in our region and the 2021 report 
can be downloaded for free at http://
www.hantsiow-butterflies.org.uk/
annualreports.php . 

Enjoy the rest of the spring and let us 
hope that the weather is kind for our 
emerging wildlife.

Take care. Jim Baldwin

Nature Notes
What to see this April/May

Swift nest boxes Photo: Hampshire Swifts

Common Swift

Large Red Damselfly Photo: Jim Baldwin Broad-bodied Chaser Photo: Jim Baldwin

Grizzled Skipper Photo: Jim Baldwin

Photo: Jim Baldwin



A Prayer for 
Ukraine
God of peace and justice,

we pray for the people of Ukraine 
today.

May they feel the solidarity of so 
many surrounding them as evil 
acts invade their land and their 
lives

We pray for peace and the laying 
down of weapons.

We pray for all those who fear for 
tomorrow,

that your Spirit of comfort would 
draw near to them.

We pray for those with power over 
war or peace,

for wisdom, discernment and 
compassion to guide their 
decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your 
precious children, at risk and in 
fear,

that you would hold and protect 
them.

Amen



Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Diana Conyers Councillor 
Responsibility IWALC and 
Citizens Advice 
Tel: 01983 717517 
E-mail: conyers.diana@gmail.com

Cheryl Fontana Councillor 
Tel: 01983 247759 
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899882 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Weronika Nowak Councillor 
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Lindsey Hood Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07715 332974 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ian Dore IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel:  
E-mail: Ian.Dore@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Quarr Abbey Spring and 
Summer Exhibitions
5th –10th May 
Dee Cooke and Cathy Cronin

12th –17th May Kaleidoscope

19th – 24th May Crafty Artists

26th – 31st May Jeanne Mills-Holland

2nd – 7th June Fishbourne Art Group

9th – 14th June 5 Bells Art Group

16th – 21st June Rachel Andrews

23rd – 28th June 
Lis Toft and Tim England

30th June – 12th July Pat Clarke

14th – 19th July Inspired by Wight

21st – 26th July Andrew Dowden

28th July – 2nd Aug Christian Beasley

Citizens Advice IW
Do you have questions or problems 
about: 

■   Benefits

■   Employment

■   Housing 

■   Relationships

■   Money

If so, Citizens Advice can help. You can 
find us at:

■   Ryde Library: Every Monday 9.30–
3.30 (preferably by appointment)

■   Aspire, Dover Street: Every Tuesday 
10.00–12.00 (drop in service)

■   Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 
Fishbourne: 1st Thursday of month, 
10.30–12.00

We can also provide advice by phone 
and, if you have internet access, there 
is lots of information on our website: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

For telephone advice or to make an 
appointment, phone 0800 144 8848.

We are also looking for volunteer 
advisers. If anyone is interested, please 
contact Cllr Diana Conyers, either by 
phone (01983-717517) or by email 
(conyersdiana@gmail.com).

At this time of year we start to think 
about the mud drying up and getting 
out to walk in the beautiful English 
Countryside again, but where to find 
new and interesting walks?

Walking in the Isle of Wight https://
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/wight 
has hundreds of walks to download 
and print, free, it also has books 
of walks, details of all the walking 
groups in the county and much 
more. Whether you want to walk 
on your own or with a group all the 
information is there in one place.

John Harris (the custodian of the 
website) said ‘There is so much 
walking information on the web but it 
is difficult to find. Walking in the Isle of 
Wight (part of the Walking in England 
website) has brought it together in one 
place so whether you are walking from 
home, or away on holiday, you will be 
able to find a walk suitable for you’.

With walks from half a mile to 
twelve miles plus long, and a note 
of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk 
to enjoy.

So home or away, check out the 
websites and get walking!

John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk

It’s time to get 
walking again!


