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Editorial
As the heatwave continues and we 
struggle to keep the trees and vegetables 
alive in our gardens, we can’t help but 
be reminded of Climate Change and the 
extremes of weather that we (and on a 
greater scale, other parts of the world) 
are experiencing. The fires, floods and 
devastation caused by our continued 
consumption of the planet’s resources, is 
hard to fully comprehend. However, we 
are encouraged by what is being done 
by some amazing people. Each of us can 
do our bit, however small, so take heart. 

There are some examples in this 
summer edition that might also 
encourage readers and get us all 
thinking. Look out for the ‘Teens’ corner, 
and for Tony’s article on reducing your 
carbon footprint and make some positive 
changes for future generations.

At a recent Isle of Wight Association of 
Local Councils (IWALC) meeting this 
subject was discussed, and folk did leave 
encouraged. There were a number of 
excellent presentations, but I want to 
highlight 2 that might be of interest.

The first presentation, by Ian Boyd of Arc 
Consulting, was on the implications of 
the Island’s designation as a UNESCO 
biosphere reserve. Ian pointed out that 
the reserve, which includes most of the 
Solent and some parts of the adjacent 
Hampshire and Dorset coastline, is 
only one of five reserves in the UK. He 
explained that the aim of a biosphere 
reserve is to promote and sustain both 
biological and cultural diversity. He 
emphasised that each part of the Island 
is different and suggested that our 33 
local councils are the ideal vehicle for 
promoting and supporting this sense 
of local identity. Protecting our unique 
species and our diverse habitat has been 
recognised with this designation and it 
is up to us, not only to retain it but use it 
to enhance and preserve that which we 
all enjoy.

The second presentation was by 
Rob Sauven, a local consultant in 
renewable energy who is taking a key 
role in helping to drive forward the 
IW Council’s new Climate Change and 
Environment Strategy. Rob introduced 
the Strategy, known as Mission Zero, 
and explained the practical actions being 
taken to promote and implement it. He 
emphasised that our current way of life 
is unsustainable and that there is need 
for change. Participants were informed 
that it takes an area four times the size of 
the Isle of Wight to support our current 
lifestyle. He encouraged us to think of 
future generations and envisage the 
benefits of a carbon-zero world. For 
further information, readers can access 
the IW Council’s Mission Zero strategy 

at: https://www.iow.gov.uk/azservices/
documents/2570-Mission-Zero-Climate-
and-Environment-Strategy- 
2021-2040-final.pdf

This topic is on the parish council’s 
agenda each month, and we aim for the 
decisions we take to reflect the council’s 
declaration that we have a climate 
emergency. 

Sadly, there have yet again been reports 
to councillors and our clerk of bonfires, 
some of which have been particularly 
noxious. Please be considerate and 
think about the affect these fires have on 

neighbours and the environment. The 
alternatives to fires are many and can 
be found on the Council’s website in the 
waste section.

Don’t forget that we always welcome 
contributions for the Parish Newsletter, 
and members of the public seeing us 
at the Tuesday morning surgeries at 
the Yacht Club, or our monthly Parish 
meetings. Please note however that 
there is no meeting in August.

Further details can be found elsewhere 
in the newsletter.

Sarah Talbot 

From the ‘County Press’ Archives



Clerk’s Corner
Wow! As I write, it’s early morning yet 
it is already 24°! I think I might transfer 
my desk to the garage as it seems to 
be the only place in the house that 
stays cool. 

The Festival weekend was a very busy 
one as we had lots of instances of 
erroneous parking along Fishbourne 
Lane and its surrounding roads. Thank 
you to everyone that contacted me 
with information and pictures of illegal 
parking. I made several requests to 
the Parking Enforcement Team in 
the weeks leading up to and during 
the festival for extra patrols in the 
Fishbourne area but I have yet to 
receive information on whether any 
penalty notices were served. Signs 
were placed in various locations but 
seemed to disappear quite quickly, 
once the festival closed, which caused 
extra issues. I have made notes of 
all these issues and will endeavour 
to pass them onto The Highways 
Team who were overseeing the traffic 
management plan for this year’s event.

We are now rapidly heading towards 
the summer season which inevitably 
means an increase in traffic via 
Wightlink. Please continue to forward 
me your reports of illegal parking and 
traffic build up on Fishbourne Lane via 
fishbournepc@btinternet.com. I will be 
in regular contact with Martin Gulliver, 
Wightlink’s Island Port Operation 
Manager to try and keep disruption 
down.

On the subject of traffic, the Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) for The Lower 
Green has been published for public 

consultation. You can report your 
views via https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/TRO3fishbourne. The cut-off 
date for this is 29th July. My thanks 
goes to Christopher Reed and Simon 
Howes for their assistance on getting 
this to as many people as possible. 
Fingers crossed for the good outcome!

Jubilee Parties 
At the beginning of June, people all 
over the Fishbourne parish came 
together to hold street parties to 
celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. 
Streets were decorated, cakes baked 
and everyone had a wonderful time. 
It’s makes me think we should hold 
these parties more often, just as a way 
of getting people together and having 
fun. Well done to all the organisers!

Queens Green Canopy 
Cllrs Talbot and Fontana recently took 
a walk around the Fishbourne Parish 
scouting for locations suitable to plant 
trees for the Queens Green Canopy. 
For those of you that haven’t heard 
of this initiative it is a unique tree 
planting opportunity created to mark 
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. Over 
the summer, we will be deciding on 
areas and contacting those responsible 
for those areas to ask permission to 
plant tree. If you feel you have the per-
fect place for a tree, please contact me.

Planter on Kite Hill/Firestone 
Copse Junction  
We are hoping to find a volunteer to 
help maintain the planter on the jct 
of Kite Hill/Firestone Copse. If you 
think you can help with a little bit 
of weeding, watering and possibly 
replacing some plants every now and 
again, please let me know.

Malcolm Hector Chairman 
Responsibility Wightlink/Planning 
Tel: 652024 
E-mail: malcolm.hector@gmail.com

Diana Conyers Councillor 
Responsibility IWALC and 
Citizens Advice 
Tel: 01983 717517 
E-mail: conyers.diana@gmail.com

Cheryl Fontana Councillor 
Tel: 01983 247759 
E-mail: cherylfontana1959@gmail.com

Ed Hopper Councillor 
Responsibility Island Roads 
Tel: 07973 899882 
E-mail: ed.hopper.fpc@gmail.com

Weronika Nowak Councillor 
E-mail: weronika.nowak@mail.com

Sarah Talbot Councillor 
Responsibility Newsletter/
Environment and Sustainability 
Forum, WCFA 
Tel: 882655 
E-mail: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com

Lindsey Hood Clerk to the Council 
Tel: 07715 332974 
E-mail:fishbournepc@btinternet.com

Ian Dore IOW Ward Councillor 
Tel:  
E-mail: Ian.Dore@iow.gov.uk

Please note: the web address is 
www.fishbourneiow.org.uk 
It may also be accessed through 
the Isle of Wight website using 
the link www.iwight.com/parish 
councils/

People you may 
need to contact on 
the Parish Council

Fishbourne Notice board

Father Luke at Quarr would be delighted to 
recruit more volunteers 
to serve in the Abbey book shop. If you have 

a few hours spare (one 
or two sessions of 3 hours a week), please 

write to Father Luke: bookshop@quarr.org Thank you.

Dates for your Diary…

1st Sept Coffee and Citizens Advice  – RVYC

10th Sept Spruce Up Day

6th Oct Coffee and Citizens Advice – RVYC

10th Nov Coffee and Citizens Advice – RVYC

At the recent Jubilee party in 
Firestone Glade, a lovely pair 
of starry wine flutes were left 
behind. They await collection at 16 
Firestone Glade.

Also, at the same time, 6 beige 
saucers were lost. If you have 
found them, please contact Cheryl 
07910849302.

Spruce Up Day 
The next Spruce Up day is on 10th 
September. Please keep an eye on the 
noticeboards, website and Facebook 
page, for more details. It would be 
great to see you there.

Meetings 
The parish council does not meet in 
August but we continue our parish 
surgeries every Tuesday morning 
between 9.30 and 10am at the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club.

Lindsey Hood

Copy for the next issue of the 
Newsletter by 16th October at the 
latest. Please send to 
sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com



Signs of hope
Quarr kept Covid at bay for a long 
time. But these things always have 
a way of catching you out. The 
guard was down and in the course 
of one week the whole community 
was coughing and spluttering, 
and suffering from headaches and 
problems in breathing etc. etc.

But we could rejoice in the help we 
received from our loyal employees 
and volunteers. And also from a 
young French visitor who worked for 
long hours among the soft fruit. He 
brought in pounds of gooseberries, 
loganberries and blackcurrants. The 
crop was early this year and while 
not as ample as last was not to be 
despised.

Our novice, Br. Matthew, is now back 
from his sickbed and painting his 
way around the monastery again. He 
has arrived at the courtyard by the 
Visitors Centre. Doors and windows 
need scraping, sanding and filling 
before receiving a new coat of paint. 
The work seems endless, but just 
when all seems hopeless there comes 
a moment of encouragement. Last 
week Br. Matthew looked up to see 
his father piloting a small plane low 
over Quarr Abbey on a day trip from 
Bournemouth. Visitors to the Abbey 
were startled to see a young man 
suddenly stand up and start waving 
frantically at the sky.

Br. Matthew’s vocation is one sign of 
hope for the future. Another occurred 
on July 11th the Solemnity of St 
Benedict, when we began a ten year 
period of preparation for celebrating 
the ninth centenary of the foundation 
of Old Quarr Abbey in 1132. Professor 
David Tomalin gave selected guests 
a talk on the archaeology of the site 
of Quarr with special reference to the 
medieval period. He was especially 
interesting on the importance of the 
Binstead stone quarries. The name of 
Quarr derives from Quadraria which 
refers to the local speciality of squared 

stone much in demand throughout 
the south of England. When William 
the Conqueror was building his White 
Tower in the Tower of London and 
ran out of Caen stone, he turned to 
Quarr for a substitute. And St. John’s 
Chapel within the Tower was built 
entirely of stone from Quarr. There 
was opportunity to ask questions 
of Professor Tomalin at tea which 
followed in the Cloister, and which 
brought the day to a successful close.

It might seem strange planning for 
2032 when the future is so uncertain,  
but we should remember the words 
of Bishop Erik Varden at the morning’s 
Mass in honour of St. Benedict. The 
Monastic Patriarch lived in a world 
marked by social unrest, plague, 
famine and warfare much like our 
own, but in a spirit of great faith in 
God he continued working regardless, 
establishing small communities who 
lived according to his Rule. In the 
short term he achieved very little 
but in the sight of God, no effort is 
wasted. Medieval Europe was built on 
the foundations of his work and 1500 
years after St. Benedict the fruit of his 
faith is hard to deny.

Br. Duncan Smith

Quarr Abbey

The Group meets 
regularly at Quarr 
Abbey Tea Shop 
and enjoys lively 
discussions and 
delicious Quarr 
coffee. Our 
next meeting is 
Thursday 25th 
August. If you are interested in joining 
us, we meet at 10.30 and our next book 
for discussion is Pat Barker’s “The 
Women of Troy”.

Contact Cheryl Fontana on 07910849302 

Fishbourne 
Book Group

Photo: Hudson Media

4th – 9th Aug Liz Toft & Tim England

11th – 16th Aug IW Art Club

18th – 23rd Aug Charlotte Hodge Thomas

25th – 30th Aug Anne Axford Lyndy, 
Moles & Freya Conway

1st –- 6th Sept Andrew Dowden

8th – 13th Sept Christian Beasley

15th – 20th Sept Maria Ward

22nd-27th Sept Pat Cornwall

29th Sept – 4th Oct IW Embroiderers 
Guild

6th – 11th Oct Ventnor Botanical Artists

13th –18th Oct 5 Bells Art Group

20th – 25th Oct Island Art Society

27th Oct – 1st Nov Wight Print Makers

Quarr Abbey Gallery 
Forthcoming Exhibitions

Teens Corner
It’s always the same advice, “turn 
off lights” or “reduce the amount 
of plastic you use”, but be honest 
with yourself, how much of that 
advice do you really take and what 
do you actually do? 

The advice given is sincere but 
it’s not always given in a way 
that helps us understand why it 
is so important. You say “Yea, I 
understand, to save the planet….” 
okay-but what part of the planet? 
How?”

Every little thing you do to change 
your lifestyle (using less water, 
turning of lights etc), really impacts 
the world and what lives in it, the 
animals and plants, which we can’t 
survive without. We are killing the 
earth, we are damaging ourselves 
and we are destroying our future. 

You and your family changing 
your lifestyles and habits in a 
small way makes a big difference. 
I understand that you might not 
want to, because its too much 
effort, but even turning off the hot 
tub when not in use and taking 
clothes to charity instead of putting 
them in the bin for land fill can 
make that little difference that we 
need. I’m a teenager and I can’t just 
make you change, but it’s not just 
for me it’s for your grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, animals, 
and plants. If we don’t do our bit 
we will be begging for clean air. 

Humans made this problem, 
people changed the world into 
a carbon filled time bomb, let’s 
change it back and stand together 
for a better future.

‘Be the change you want to see.’

Emily Burgess  13 yrs



It’s really heart-warming to see the 
club flourishing and getting back 
to its ‘normal’ levels of service. We 
continue to have record numbers 
of new members joining us – over 
600 again, a level not seen for some 
years! Racing has never been so 
well-supported in all classes – Scows, 
Squibs, fast and slow dinghies, lots of 
cadets joining in, and the Illusions on 
Wednesdays.

Off the water too, it’s lovely to see 
so many members enjoying our 
hospitality again, especially with 
such wonderful weather.  We are sad 
that Catertemp will be finishing their 
contract with the club at the end of 
September but plans are underway for 
a new team to take over the bar and 
catering – we’ll keep you informed of 
developments.

This year’s open day for people with 
disabilities was another triumph, 
though numbers were slightly down 
on previous years, but there are a 

number of reasons for this (not least 
of all the spike in Covid on the island, 
which has impacted the care sector 
quite heavily). Over 80 guests did join 
us and had a great day on the water in 
a variety of craft, from the specially-
adapted WetWheels and Spirit of Scott 
Bader (which enabled wheelchair 
users to get afloat), to RIBs, a trimaran 
and a classic motor cruiser plus our 
own launch, Victoria, making relaxed 
trips up and down the creek.

On shore, guests were well-catered 
for with a super BBQ and homemade 
cakes plus buns and pastries kindly 
donated by Grace’s Bakery. Live music 
added to the festival-vibes.

We were delighted to welcome 
Mary Case, Deputy Lord Lieutenant, 
Bob Seely MP and local ward 
councillor, Ian Dore (who also learned 
to sail at the club in his younger 
days). Cowes Sailability, with whom 
the club has strong links, was also in 
attendance.

Royal Victoria Yacht Club

Over 60 RVYC members gave their 
time most generously, both on and off 
the water – without such commitment 
this event just wouldn’t happen.  
Thanks must also go to Wightlink 
who provided much-needed overflow 
parking. We are very grateful too for 
the support of the Parish Council and 
the Daisie Rich Trust. Save the date 
for next year’s event – Saturday 8 July 
2023!

The following Saturday, the club held 
its summer party – and for once the 
weather didn’t disappoint – and most 
people spent the evening outside on 
the lawn, enjoying a terrific buffet 
supper and having a boogie to the 
Baggy Wrinkles Blues Band, who came 
to the club straight from their set at 
Rhythmtree!

We continue to have lots of visitors on 
our pontoon and the word continues 
to spread around The Solent that 
RVYC is a very welcoming place to 
visit. It will continue to be so.

Helen Vrba, Vice-Commodore

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a 
unique tree planting initiative created 
to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee 
in 2022 which invites people across the 
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for 
the Jubilee”.

The Queen’s Green Canopy
With a focus on planting sustainabilty, 
the QGC will encourage planting of 
trees to create a legacy in honour of 
the Queen’s leadership of the nation, 
which will benefit future generations.

As well as inviting the planting 
of new trees, The Queen’s Green 
Canopy will dedicate a network of 70 
ancient woodlands across the United 
Kingdom and identify 70 ancient trees 
to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of 
service.

The Woodlands Trust is a partner 
of the QGC and their Free Trees for 
Schools and Communities Scheme 

which is a great way to get involved 
with tree planting. Across 2021 and 
2022 they have over three million 
saplings in tree packs, available 
on a first come first served basis. 
Members of Fishbourne Parish Council 
have walked around the parish and 
identified sites where new planting 
of appropriate trees could take place. 
We have spoken with a number of 
residents about the proposed sites 
and the idea of new planting has been 
welcomed.

We are now ordering some of the tree 
packs and hope to be able to plant in 
the autumn. 



Solar Panels
Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and the dramatic increase in the cost 
of fuel, very little has been heard 
from the Government about global 
warming. Are they ‘kicking it down 
the road’ as they have done for the 
last 40 years? Yes, today there are 
many crises, but they are dwarfed by 
the calamity which our children and 
grandchildren are likely to experience 
unless we act. No matter what the 
governments of the world do, unless 
we as individuals do our bit, failure 
looks likely.

What can we do? I believe that we 
should look at our lifestyle and reduce 
our carbon footprint to as close to zero 
as we can make it — if we really care!

Obviously everyone will make their 
personal choices.

We are encouraged to replace our car 
with an electric one, but this is very 
expensive, and does it save that much 
in carbon emissions? What about our 
house. This is responsible for much 
more carbon emissions.

Long periods of ‘lock-down’ gave 
plenty of time for reflecting on such 
problems.

I have a Diesel Mini which is fairly 
low on emissions (104 grams per 
kilometer) and with my limited Island 
milage of 5,000 miles a year, yields a 
ton of carbon into the atmosphere per 
annum. On the other hand, the house 
is responsible for about 5.5 tons of 
CO2.

Installing a sizeable array of solar 

panels could reduce that by between a 
quarter to a half.

To replace a Diesel Mini with an 
electric Mini would cost in the region 
of £27,000 and save 1 ton of CO2. 
Installing a 5.7* kilowatt array of solar 
panels costing £8,500 is likely to save 
two to three tons of CO2.

I chose the latter! Obviously not 
everyone has a property that is 
suitable or has that sort of money 
to spend. But if you do, it is worth 
considering.

The Island has one of the best 
sunshine records in the country and 
with escalating energy costs there has 
never been a better time to consider 
solar panels.

I expected to recover my installation 
costs in about 9 years but with energy 
costs at the level that they are, it 
should be done in a fraction of that 
time. 

By installing solar panels you will not 
only be saving money but helping 
the government to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2050 (and they need all 
the help they can get).

I am in no way connected to the solar 
panel industry, but had an installation 
carried out in January by and Island 
company and am very pleased with 
the result.

Tony Hart
*The inverter which converts the power from D/C 
to A/C reduces this to 3.68 kilowatts

(in plurality with St Peter’s Havenstreet 
and St Mark’s and St Edmund’s Wootton)

We celebrated both the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and the Feast of 
Pentecost with a flower festival in 
Holy Cross, a small part of which can 
be seen in the above photograph.  
The floral displays were arranged 
and donated by a wide range of local 
groups and organisations, for which 
we were most grateful, and their 
efforts resulted in a truly magnificent 
display.  A large number of visitors 
were attracted to the church both 
to see the flowers and to join in the 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, Binstead

celebratory services. Unfortunately, a 
combination of old age and disease 
has led to us having to take down 
a large Corsican Pine tree in the 
churchyard recently. Now a second 
similar pine has also been condemned 
and will be taken down in August. 
We intend to replace them to mark 
the Platinum Jubilee with Scots Pines 
that are particularly favoured by red 
squirrels.  

Happily, although covid is still rife in 
the community, it seems mostly to 
be causing only mild symptoms and 
we have largely been able to resume 
our normal patterns of worship and 
social activities. It has been especially 
pleasing to once more be able to 
welcome the children from Binstead 
School into the church for their 
programme of visits and the annual 
Leavers’ Service, none of which have 
been possible over the last two years.

At the beginning of July, the church 
was full for a talk by Dr Noel Stimson 
about the wartime adventures of 
members of the Royal Flying Corps 
and the Royal Naval Air Service 

Association, affectionately known 
as ‘The Biggles Club’. The evening 
provoked much reminiscing and 
memories of these wonderful and 
brave people as Dr Noel showed his 
slides of the pilots and the aircraft they 
flew. Among the events planned for 
the autumn, we are intending to show 
a series of videos, one of which we 
hope will be of a recent performance 
of the Chester Mystery Play. If you’ve 
never seen a medieval mystery play, 
do join us to watch the whole history 
of the world from the creation to the 
last judgement depicted with the 
perspective (and the props) of the 
medieval world. 

For full details of all the services and 
social events taking place in the church 
over the coming weeks, please consult 
the website (www.holycrossbinstead.
org.uk) – but beware because the 
website is still in the process of being 
re-designed and you may get some 
strange results whilst the new site is a 
work in progress!! 

Rodney Fox (Reader in the parishes of 
Binstead, Havenstreet and Wootton)



When I saw 
a review of 
this book 
by yachting 
journalist 
Julia Jones 
in Classic 
Boat, I just 
had to get 
hold of a 
copy. It is 
the story 
of the 
yachtsmen 
volunteers in World War II. What was 
originally formed as the Yachtmen’s 
Brigade to be an additional naval 
reserve in time of war soon morphed 
into the Royal Naval Supplementary 
Volunteer Reserve (RNSVR), 
commonly known as the Wavy Navy.  
Both my father and his brother joined 
in 1937, as the result of which, as 
soon as war was declared in 1939, 
they were summoned to HMS 
King Alfred in Hove for six weeks 
training before being commissioned 
as Temporary Probationary Acting 
Sub-Lieutenants (hostilities only) and 
posted to Scapa Flow in the Orkneys 
to assist with the requisitioning of the 
Scottish fishing fleet.

Author Julia Jones was spurred into 
writing the story of the RNVSR by 
finding her own father’s diary of his 
war time experiences in a box in the 
attic. The motley group of ‘yachties’ 
who formed the Wavy Navy included 
Ian Fleming, Neville Shute and 
Peter Scott.  Many had extensive 
experience of sailing in small boats on 
the north coast of Europe. The book 
relates some of the adventures that 
befell them, including running agents 
to and fro across the Channel, and 
some of the Heath Robinson ideas 
that they came up with, including 
half filling their landing craft with sea 
water in order to prevent them getting 
too hot when firing rockets at enemy 
coastal defences.

For anyone interested in a unique 
piece of naval history, when some 
innovative and courageous young 
sailors were able to make a very 
significant contribution to the war 
effort, or who will come to it with 
similar experiences in small boats as 
the young yachtsmen of the 1930’s 
had, this book is a fascinating read.

Rodney Fox

Book Review
Uncommon Courage
by Julia Jones, published by Adlard 
Coles at £20 Some time ago, Sarah (Talbot) talked 

about Fishbourne and how lucky we all 
are to live here in such a welcoming, 
friendly, and supportive village.

I’d like to add my thanks to that as, like 
most people, over the last couple of 
years I’ve found that times have been 
a bit tough, but I’ve been completely 
overwhelmed by the help, kindness, 
support I’ve been given. Offers of lifts, 
shopping sprees, little presents on 
my doorstep, offers of help to get to 
medical appointments, and, best of all, 
constant calls and phone messages 
– just checking that I was alright 
– and the amazing What’s App which 
was set up! It’s been wonderful and 
although there’ve been bad moments, 
the thought that at the drop of a hat 
people will drop in for a cuppa, have 
a chat, and so boost my morale has 
been amazing.

And it hasn’t stopped there. We had 
another heart-warming moment a 
couple of weekends ago. My son and 
family had been over for a flying visit. 
Our poor little granddaughter had 
recently had new dental work which 
was giving her almost uncontrollable 
pain and she just sat weeping in 
a corner of the ferry. Then across 
the Wightlink saloon floor came a 
complete stranger, maybe in his 
forties/fifties, dressed in biker gear. He 
put a brown paper bag in her lap, said 
‘perhaps this will help cheer you up 
and take the pain away’, walked away 
and vanished. Inside the bag was a 
gorgeous furry bear, in an enchanting 
kaleidoscopic multi coloured outfit and 
with an irrepressible soppy grin. She 

couldn’t resist; and her smile came 
back as she immediately hugged it. 
The visitor had said nothing else, but 
our grandson said that he’d seen him 
looking through the deck window, 
must have seen Elizabeth crying and 
immediately visited the Wightlink shop 
to buy her the present.

The family have no way of finding 
our wonderful Good Samaritan to 
thank him for such a super gesture 
as of course, everyone unloaded, 
cars went, passengers walked off and 
all the motor bikes disappeared in 
puffs of smoke.   If by any miraculous 
chance he reads this, we would so 
like to thank him for such a sweet and 
generous gesture.

On the way out, my son saw one of 
the passengers running frantically 
for a train, stopped, piled her into 
the car to give her a lift to the station 
and explained that they’d been so 
overwhelmed by the kindness of a 
complete stranger that they wanted 
to share the kindness and spread the 
happiness – and the Karma. She in her 
turn said that she would do the same.

And us? We all lived in a happy joyous 
bubble for days, overwhelmed by the 
kindness and generosity of a total 
stranger who just wanted to help a 
small girl out of her misery. We in our 
turn were able to reciprocate and help 
someone else - so the kindness was 
spread.

What goes around comes around; and 
in spite of sometimes dire news and 
difficulties, there are good moments, 
It can be just as euphoric giving and 
sharing as it is receiving so perhaps 
we can smile, and share the good 
moments amongst all our wonderful, 
generous friends and neighbours.

Jane Pearson

Kindness and 
Karma

Covid scams have not gone away. Be 
cautious if you receive an email or text 
purporting to be from the NHS asking 
you to order a free PCR test. 

They are after your bank details.

Another  is regarding tax bands, and 
backdated refunds and asking for a 
down payment. You can challenge 
your tax band yourself so don’t pay! 

Energy rebates is another. These are 
automatic, so beware. 

The National Intelligence Bureau is 
warning of the increase in scams 
involving criminals pretending to be 
close friends or family members on 
WhatsApp. They urgently need money 

and have lost their phone. Don’t be 
conned!

How to protect yourself:
■   STOP. THINK. CALL. If a family 
member or friend makes an unusual 
request on WhatsApp, always call the 
person to confirm their identity.

■   You can report spam messages or 
block a sender within WhatsApp. Press 
and hold on the message bubble, 
select ‘Report’ and then follow the 
instructions.

■   Never share your account’s 
activation code (that’s the 6 digit code 
you receive)

Stay Safe

Trading Standards have a few scams 
to warn you about this week



At the time of writing in mid-July, 
there appears to have been the first 
signs of avian flu having reached the 
Isle of Wight with reports of 40 dead 
Herring Gulls at Scratchells Bay and 
two immature dead Herring Gulls 
along the Medina Estuary with further 
reports of dead seabirds found at 
Gurnard, Luccombe and Sandown. 
Please report any dead birds to DEFRA 
who have warned the public not to 
touch or pick up any dead, or visibly 
sick birds found or let your pets 
anywhere near them. 

Avian flu is classed as a notifiable 
animal disease, so if you find dead 
(or sickly) birds of prey or owl, three 
or more dead gulls or wild waterfowl 
(swans, geese and ducks), or five wild 
birds of any species, you should call 
the DEFRA helpline 03459 33 55 77.

DEFRA also pointed out that the 
heatwave in July can also trigger 
botulism in birds so it is unlikely that 
all dead birds found will be due to 
avian flu.

Although the weather has been drier 
this summer in comparison to 2021, 
temperatures have been on the lower 
side until the second week in July 
when there was a heatwave. It appears 
that Blue Tit and Great Tit have had a 
better breeding success than in 2021 
although numbers reported still seem 
lower than the long-term population 
trends.

The heronry at Quarr once again saw 
a minimum of five pairs of Grey Heron 
breed successfully and six pairs of 
Little Egret. This is the main breeding 

site for Little Egret on the Isle of Wight.

It also seems to have been generally 
a better year for butterflies and moths 
than in 2021. The woodland species 
emerging in late June and early July 
like the White Admiral, Silver-washed 
Fritillary, Purple Hairstreak and Ringlet 
all appeared in good numbers.

I was fortunate to observe a pair of 
Silver-washed Fritillaries mating with 
the female being of the scarcer form 
valesina. This form is thought to 
comprise 10% of a site’s population. 
The valesina has paler markings which 
appears to cause them to spend most 
of their time in the shade.

August is the peak month for the 
emergence of the Jersey Tiger moth, a 
distinctive black and white moth which 
can be seen during the day as well as 
at night. The last few years has seen 
hundreds of reports of this species 
on the Isle of Wight and it is hard to 
remember that thirty years ago you 
would have been struggling to have 
seen one. 

One moth recorder in Newport 
reported over 120 coming to her moth 
light last year!

As County Moth Recorder, it would be 
great to receive any records of Jersey 
Tiger, preferably with a photo. You can 
email me at wightmoths@gmail.com. 
Alternatively, if you do not have access 
to a computer, you can post them to 
me. My address is:

Alma, St. Johns Road, Wroxall, 
Ventnor PO38 3EH.

There was an interesting record of a 
new species of beetle for the Island 
recorded on the outskirts of Wootton. 
The Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn 
beetle was seen in mid-June but can 
be seen until late August and into 

September. It is a distinctive beetle 
and is one of only two species of 
Longhorn beetle which are more 
herbaceous loving than wood. Please 
report any sightings to myself at the 
same contact details as above.

August and September sees the 
autumn bird migration gathering 
pace. Wading birds such as Curlew, 
Oystercatcher and Ringed Plover 
begin to reappear at our estuaries so 
a visit to Wootton Creek in mid-tidal 
conditions can be productive. 

It is also worth watching the Old Mill 
Pond in August and September when 
you might be lucky to see a visiting 
Osprey as they feed up in preparation 
for their migration back to Africa.

Take care, engage with nature safely 
and most of all enjoy every moment.

Jim Baldwin

Nature Notes
What to see this July/August

Silver-washed Fritillary Jersey Tiger Photo: Jim Baldwin

Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn Beetle

Photo: Jane Clark

Photo: Jim Baldwin

This is your Newsletter!  Are you happy with the content? Do you find the articles interesting or informative?. 
Please let us know what you would like to see in the Newsletter. Contact: sarah.talbot44@btinternet.com


