
Fishbourne Parish Council Meeting 14 April 2022 

IWALC Report 

Since there is a comprehensive summary of IWALC news in the April issue of the 
IWALC Bulletin, which was published last week, I will just highlight a few key issues. 
These are: 

• Two more councils, Bembridge Parish Council and Ventnor Town Council, have 
re-joined IWALC. That means that 28 of the Island’s 33 councils are now 
members. Both said that they decided to re-join because they consider that 
IWALC is now more active and influential than it was and they believe that local 
councils need to work together. Needless to say, I am delighted about this. 

• At the March Executive meeting, it was decided, among other things, that IWALC 
will join the Isle of Wight Bus and Rail Users’ Group.  

• On 25 March, councillors were briefed on the new draft of the Island Planning 
Strategy, which will be discussed at an IWC meeting on 20 April. If approved at 
that meeting, it will be sent to the Planning Inspector. Major changes include 
measures to protect the Island’s biosphere status, a small reduction in housing 
targets, the redefinition of affordable housing to reflect the Island situation, 
encouraging local councils to undertake local housing need surveys, and 
measures to make it more difficult to convert residential properties into holiday 
accommodation.    

• The next Topic Meeting will be on Community Wellbeing. It will provide an update 
on progress since the Community Resilience Workshop held in Sandown in last 
September. There will be presentations on the NHS’s Health and Care Plan, 
Healthwatch, Community Action’s Resilience Project and Aspire’s new Island-
wide Living Well and Early Help Service. The meeting, which is open to all 
councillors and staff, will be at 7 pm on Thursday 28 April at the Riverside Centre.  

• The next training event will be a face-to-face session on Code of Conduct by Sue 
Chilton at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 4 May at the Riverside Centre.  

Diana Conyers 


