Fishbourne Parish Council

Report of Meeting of Environment and Sustainability Forum
held online at 6 pm on Thursday 19 October 2023

The main item on the agenda was a presentation by representatives of the
Environment Agency on proposed flood defence works at Yaverland (from the
Yaverland café to Culver Parade) and Shanklin (from Hope Road to Shanklin Chine).
In both areas, there is a risk of flooding, especially in future due to climate change,
and in Shanklin there is also a problem of erosion, and in both areas the sea walls
and groynes are in poor condition.

Five options are under consideration:

1. Do nothing

2. Do minimum; i.e. ad hoc repairs

3. Do enough to maintain existing level of protection, but not cater for increased
flood risk

4. Raise levels of walls (and groynes?) gradually over next few years to cater for
increased flood risk

5. Raise levels to required level now; i.e. all in one go.

The work would be partially funded by the Environment Agency but partnership
funding will be necessary.

Although not a statutory requirement, a public consultation on the proposals is being
held. Members of the public can comment online from 23 October to 1 December.
There will also be a number of consultation events:

e 25 and 26 October, 2-7 pm, Wildheart Sanctuary Café, Sandown
e 27 October, 10 am-3 pm, Broadway Centre, Sandown
e 8 November, 2-7 pm, Clifton, Queens Road, Shanklin.

The presentation (copies of which will be sent to participants) made me wonder
about the position of sea defences along our stretch of coastline. | believe the
current policy is not to take any action here.

No other items were discussed. However, one participant asked if the IWC used
water conservation methods in its hanging baskets. Natasha Dix said that hanging
baskets are provided by parish and town councils, not the IWC, but that she would
ask Paul Fuller to raise it with IWALC!
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